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She stressed the need 
for social safety net 
programmes for them to 
maintain the growth of the 
country.

“Otherwise, pressure 
on people will increase; 
instability will be created.”

“Dollar crisis has been 
going on in the country for 
a long time. The banking 
section comes into 
discussions several times 
for irregularities. Steps 
should be taken to mitigate 
the crisis,” she said.

JS passes Overseas
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said the minister in the 
bill’s objective.

During the discussion, 
Jatiya Party MP Pir Fazlur 
Rahman stressed the 
need for post mortem of 
deceased migrant workers, 
especially women, to 
determine their actual 
cause of death. 

“Migrant workers are 
treated like criminals at the 
airport and also harassed 

on arrival. A separate desk 
should be set up for them at 
the airport,” added Rahman. 

Jatiya Party MP 
Shameem Haider Patwari 
demanded for separate 
lounge for the migrant 
workers in the airport 
while Gonoforum MP 
Mukabbir Khan asked 
for health checkups for 
female workers every three 
months to stop violence 
against them. 

EC reinvites application
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national polls. The election 
is likely to take place late 
December this year or early 
January next year.

During the 
hearing, names of two 
organisations––Human 
Rights Watch Commission 
of Manikganj and Rupnagar 
Shikkha Shasthya 
Shahayata Foundation of 
Dhaka–– were dropped 
from the primary list.

The registration of 
local election observers 
was introduced before 
the 9th parliamentary 

election in 2008. Based 
on the Representation of 
the People Order bill, the 
EC developed a policy for 
selecting local election 
observers.

During the 2018 
national election, about 
26,000 individuals from 
81 organisations were 
approved as observers by 
the EC. In the 2014 polls, 
about 8,900 individuals 
monitored the election.

In 2008, 1.59 lakh local 
observers monitored the 
election and in 2001, the 
number was 2.18 lakh.

In-depth reforms
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compensation or gratuity 
equivalent to one month’s 
basic wages for every full 
year of service. 

They also proposed 
a reversal of the 2022 
amendment to the 
Bangladesh Labor Rules 
that reduced certain 
worker benefits, addressing 
the discrimination 
faced by tea plantation 
workers regarding 
leave entitlement, and 
implementing High Court 
directives to prevent sexual 
harassment and violence in 
the workplace.

The speakers also 
proposed that in 
accordance with the ILO 
Convention 87 and 98, 
trade unions and collective 
bargaining rights should 
be exercised without any 
hindrance, which will help 
strengthen workers’ ability 
to negotiate for better 
working conditions and 
fair wages.

While speaking at the 
event, Fred Azcarate, Asia 
regional program director 
of the Solidarity Center, 
said, “If we reflect on the 

core essence of any labour 
law, it is never about the 
groups with power and 
positions. Rather, for the 
working class to have the 
freedom to form unions in a 
process free of interference 
from employers facilitated 
effectively and efficiently by 
government.”

Nazma Yesmin, director 
of the Bangladesh Institute 
of Labor Studies, said, 
“The current percentage 
of workers (20 percent) 
required to form a union 
directly contradicts ILO 
C87 and 98.”

Md Borkot Ali, deputy 
director (legal) of the 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST), 
and Salauddin Shapon, 
president of the Bangladesh 
Revolutionary Garment 
Workers’ Federation, were 
among the panelists.

Nazrul Islam, legal 
officer of the Solidarity 
Center, presented the 
keynote speech at the 
event while AKM Nasim, 
Bangladesh country 
program director of the 
Solidarity Center, delivered 
closing remarks.

Read CSA before
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The new legislation 
continues to ‘criminalise’ 
freedom of expression, 
retains non-bailable 
offences, and too easily 
could be misused to arrest, 
detain, and silence critics, 
it adds.

In a statement, 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh said the bill 
was passed “hurriedly” 
in the parliament, 
without paying heed to 
the recommendations of 
different stakeholders.

The anti-graft watchdog 
said the bill incorporates 
elements from the DSA 
but overlooked crucial 
elements to safeguard 
cyberspace, the internet 
and relevant digital 
platforms.

The bill was placed in the 
parliament on September 
5 and passed within eight 

days as the ruling party 
has an absolute majority, 
said TIB Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman.

“With this, people’s 
expectations have been 
trampled,” he said.

Although there was 
promise, suggestions from 
stakeholders such as TIB 
were not incorporated in 
the bill, he added.

Also, the Workers Party 
of Bangladesh expressed 
its frustration over the 
passing of the bill, saying it 
is nothing but the “slightly 
tweaked” version of DSA.

“Like the Digital Security 
Act, the scope of misusing 
this act has been left open. 
Over 7,000 cases have so 
far been filed because of 
the misuse of DSA. All 
those cases are not spared 
in the new law, they are 
alive,” the party said in a 
statement.

Gone with the BLAZE
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Abu Saeed, who owned a 
cloth shop, said his entire 
stock of products was 
destroyed.

He also said that there was 
no equipment to extinguish 
the fire inside or around the 
shops. The congested alleys 
in the market helped the fire 
to spread rapidly.

Spice shop owner Kader 
Hossain said that due to 
the market’s small gate and 
road, the fire service vehicle 
could not reach the market.

Delwar Hossain, a gold 
shop owner, said, “When I 
rushed to my shop, it was on 
fire. Even though I was able to 
open the shutters, I couldn’t 
remove anything due to the 
smoke. With Durga Puja 
ahead, many customers had 
ordered jewelleries. Now, 
everything is gone.” 

His shop, New Hena 
Jewelers, burnt down with 

jewellery worth around TK 3 
crore, he claimed.

Shafiqul Islam, owner of 
Sharif General Store, stood 
in front of the burnt down 
remains of his vegetable 
shop, saying, “The fire has 
ravaged my livelihood. I 
started my business after 
taking a loan of Tk 1 lakh 
from different people. My 
father is paralysed. Every 
month we need to spend 
Tk 4,000 for his treatment. 
How will I bear this cost 
now?”

Since the beginning 
of this year, numerous 
incidents of fire have gutted 
markets around Dhaka, 
leading to loss of lives and 
livelihood. Despite several 
recommendations made 
by experts and probe 
committees, the latest 
incident comes as a reminder 
that much needs to be done 
to prevent such occurrences.

6 killed, 11 hurt
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“One of the injured is in a 
critical condition. We have 
seized the bus but no one 
could be detained in this 
connection,” added the OC. 

Meanwhile, six people 
were injured after a CNG-
run auto rickshaw collided 
with a battery-operated 
autorickshaw coming from 
the opposite direction at 
Kachdaha village in the 
upazila in the evening, said 
Touhidul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Nababganj Police 
Station. 

The injured were taken 
to the local upazila health 
complex where Madrasa 
employee Abul Bashar, 
58, of Belkhuria village 
in Dinajpur’s Birampur 
upazila succumbed to 
his injuries. The other 
injured are currently under 
treatment at the health 
complex. 

(Our Gazipur, 
Jhenaidah and Dinajpur 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
contributed to this report.)

Development should
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Professor Ahmad 
Kamruzzaman Majumder, 
founding chairman of 
CAPS, presented keynote 
in the dialogue and said 
the air pollution increased 
drastically over the years, 
with gaseous pollutants 
like sulphur dioxide and 
nitrogen dioxide now in 
relatively higher extent in 
the air than before.

He urged the 
Department of 
Environment to bring 
back the previous national 
standard for measuring 
air pollution, saying that 
the present rule has been 
relaxed.

As per the global 
standard set by the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) for PM 2.5, it is just 
5 microgrammes per cubic 
metre, much lower than 
the 35 microgrammes as 
per country’s Air Pollution 
Control Rules at present, he 
noted. 

“According to air 

quality, Sylhet is the 
cleanest city in the 
country. But in terms of 
global standard, the city’s 
air is nine times more 
polluted. This development 
is a deformed one as it 
only focuses on building 
structures. If we take 
the health hazards into 
account, we can no longer 
call it a development,” 
said lawmaker Shameem 
Haidar Patwari.

Ahsan Adelur Rahman, 
a lawmaker and also 
a member of Climate 
Parliament, urged the 
youth to raise their voices 
against air pollution.

Professor Ali Naki 
presided over the event 
where Mohammad Hossain, 
director general of Power 
Cell, Ziaul Haque, director 
of DoE, Manjurul Hannan 
Khan, executive director 
of Nature Conservation 
Management, Mohammad 
Azaz, chairman River and 
Delta Research Centre, 
spoke among others.

DHAKA FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 

BHADRA 31, 1430 BS        4

Female players of under-17 Khulna divisional football 
team opt for self-defence training in the district’s 
Batiaghata upazila. The girls were attacked on July 
29 for playing in shorts. The photos were taken 
yesterday. 
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