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Two die in 
Noagaon road 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

Two motorcyclists died and 
two others were injured 
yesterday in a road accident 
at Bijaypur intersection 
on Naogaon-Rajshahi 
regional highway in Manda, 
Naogaon. 

The deceased were 
identified as Robiul Islam, 
18, of Chandail village in 
Dupchanchia upazila of 
Bogura, and Roki, 25, of 
Hajirhat upazila of Natore.

Police and locals 
said, four friends were 
riding two motorcycles 
for sightseeing. Around 
10:00am, the two 
motorcycles collided with 
the back of a van on regional 
highway at Bijaypur Bazar 
intersection. All four riding 
the motorcycles fell on the 
road, leaving Roki dead on 
spot. 

The three others were 
taken to the upazila health 
complex where Robiul 
died. 

Manda Police Station 
OC Mozammel Haque said 
the bodies were sent to 
Naogaon Sadar Hospital 
morgue.
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50 years without 
a concrete bridge!
UNB, Narail

Residents of three unions in Narail 
Sadar upazila have not had a concrete 
bridge over the Kajla river in 50 years.

The residents of Mulia, Sheikhhati 
and Tularampur villages have to use 
boats to cross the 80-metre wide river 
to go to their respective destinations 
including Mulia Bazar and Narail 
district town every day. 

Children, women and elderly people 
have to face immense sufferings while 
crossing the river.

Though the local representatives 
have pledged to build a concrete bridge 
on the river several times, no visible 
initiative has been taken yet.

Sujit Biswas, a resident of Mulia 

village, said, “The distance from 
Mulia Bazar to Narail town is only five 
kilometres, but due to absence of a 
bridge, we have to travel 15-16 km more 
to reach the town. I don’t understand 
why the bridge is not being constructed 
despite repeated assurances from the 
authorities concerned.”

Romo Sheel, a resident of Debbhog 
village, said, “We have seen our 
ancestors crossing the river by boat and 
now we are doing the same. Who knows 
when this suffering will end.”

Ramesh Saha, another resident of 
Debbhog village, said patients are the 
worst sufferers as they have to wait for 
a long time to cross the river.

A number of pregnant women died 
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SC denies bail to 
BNP leader Aman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday refused to grant bail 
to BNP leader Aman Ullah Aman in a corruption 
case filed against him by Anti-Corruption 
Commission in 2007.

Aman was recently sent to jail following a 
2007 verdict where he was sentenced to 13 years’ 
imprisonment. 

During the hearing, Aman’s lawyer AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon prayed for his client’s bail, saying 
he is very ill.

The SC chamber judge refused his plea as Aman 
has been sentenced to serve 13 years’ jail term.

On March 6, 2007, ACC filed the case against 
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If rivers die, we 
can’t survive
Speakers tell workshop in 
Mymensingh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Specific and immediate efforts are required to save 
the rivers in Mymensingh, said speakers at a workshop 
yesterday.

“If the rivers die, we cannot survive anyway, and 
all the developments will be futile,” they said while 
addressing the daylong workshop titled, “Divisional 
Workshop on Rivers” held at a hotel in Mymensingh 
city.

Association for Land Reform and Development 
(ALRD) and Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association (Bela) jointly organised the event on the 
concluding day of the three-day programme “Field 
Visit and Programme Plan”.

All the rivers in Mymensingh region are in poor 
shape, with many in critical condition, like Sumeswari, 
they said.

Garbage disposal, manufacturing waste, 
encroachment, uncontrolled sand and stone 
extraction, and unplanned dredging are destroying the 
river’s ecosystem and surroundings. Even the names 
of all rivers in Mymensingh division are not included 
in the list of rivers published on the National River 
Conservation Commission’s website, mentioned the 
speakers.

They urged the Water Development Board to list all 
rivers in the country and this region, and reclaim the 
riverbanks from grabbers based on past records.

The participants said polluters should also be held 
accountable.
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Woman found dead 
in Cox’s Bazar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar 

Police recovered the hanging body of a woman from 
a residential hotel in Cox’s Bazar town on Tuesday 
night.

The deceased was identified as Jesmine Akhter, 
25, of Joariyanala area of Cox’s Bazar Sadar upazila, 
said police quoting the hotel’s register book.

However, it could not be confirmed whether the 
victim’s identity and address were true, said Md 
Mizanur Rahman, additional superintendent of 
police in Cox’s Bazar.

“On information, we recovered the body at 
around 11:00pm on Tuesday night from the room 
no. 202 of Hotel Sea Gazipur. We suspect it was 
a suicide. Further investigation is underway to 
determine the cause of this death ,” he said.

Abdul Jabbar, a hotel employee, said the woman 
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Fulfill ‘unkept 
promises’
Rana Dasgupta urges AL 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rana Dasgupta, general secretary of Bangladesh 
Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikya Parishad, 
yesterday said that the country’s minority 
communities will lose confidence in the ruling 
Awami League if it does not fulfill promises that it 
made before the last parliamentary elections.

“If the PM wills, there’s still time to fulfill the 
seven-point promises AL made,” he said after 
meeting leaders of the ISKCON, said a press release.

He said that both AL General Secretary 
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