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Financial Service (MFS) 
data, National ID (NID) 
numbers, and residential 
addresses, said the DB 
officer.

These two critical 
components -- stolen 
fingerprints and gathered 
personal data -- were then 
systematically combined 
and packaged for sale 
on various social media 
platforms, he explained.

Junaed said the 
arrestees used to activate 
at least 100 SIM cards daily 
and they had been doing it 
for a year. 

“Primary evidence 
suggests that they had 
established a robust network 
across the country,” the 
police official said. 

Based on a tip-off, the 

arrestees -- SR of a mobile 
operator Md Masud, 22, his 
assistant Imon Hossain (25), 
Sohel Rana (36), Md Shakil 
(25), customer care employee 
Al Amin Mia (26), and his 
brother Arafat Rahman 
(23), and their associates 
Mehedi Hasan (24) and Nure 
Alam (24) -- were arrested 
from Dhaka, Rangpur, and 
Kurigram on Monday.

Detectives recovered 
800 individuals’ 
fingerprint details, 110 
activated SIM cards, a glue 
gun, two computers, three 
finger scanners, and an 
app used for collecting 
personal details.

Junaed further said that 
the SIM operators must 
take responsibility for these 
crimes, as their employees 
are involved in them.

Make sure it
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interests,” he said.
Akter Mahmud blamed 

government officials 
for failing to improve 
the capital’s traffic 
management by overly 
focusing on toll-based 
flyovers and expressways.

He pointed out the 
expressway has increased 
congestion on key roads 
during peak hours.

Addressing the 
event, Afsana Haque, a 
communications expert, 
said the expressway could 
seriously impact Dhaka 
if it does not integrate 
affordable public transport 
for all classes.

She also talked about 
potential bottlenecks at 
expressway ramp points in 
already crowded areas like 
Banani and Indira Road.

IPD Executive 
Director Adil Khan 
said redesigning the 
expressway to integrate 
it with city bus services 
could make it more useful.

IPD Director Ariful 
Islam, transport expert 
Nurul Hassan, JU Professor 
Farhadur Reza, and Work 
for a Better Bangladesh 
Trust’s Director Gaous 
Pearee also spoke at the 
event.

Fulfill unkept
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Obaidul Quader and BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
have highlighted the fear of 
communal violence ahead 
of the upcoming elections.

“Their fear is not 
unfounded. Incidents of 
attacks on minorities tend 
to escalate during election 

periods,” he said.
Dasgupta lamented 

the lack of progress in 
implementing the promises 
outlined in the ruling 
party’s election manifesto, 
including the establishment 
of the Minority Protection 
Act and the National 
Commission for Minority 
Affairs.

91pc Bangladeshis
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In contrast, 46 percent 
respondents said they faced 
no struggle to eat in the past 
year, according to the study.

The survey said 58 
percent -- majorities in 22 
out of the 30 countries 
polled -- are worried that 
political unrest in their 
countries could lead to 
violence in the next year. 
In Bangladesh, that figure 
rises to 70 percent.

It also revealed that 84 
percent respondents think 
lending countries should 
help those struggling 
with debt by cancelling, 
reducing, or renegotiating 
repayment conditions.

Meanwhile, 75 percent 
want high-income countries 
to increase overseas aid, 
and 71 percent believe 
they should compensate 
low-income countries for 
economic losses due to 
climate change.

In Bangladesh, 88 percent 
of respondents agreed that 
high-income countries 
should take the lead on 
compensating low-income 
ones for economic losses 
caused by climate change.

Respondents consider 
climate change a major 
concern alongside poverty 
and inequality,, with 70 
percent being anxious that 
it will affect their lives next 
year.

Corruption is seen 
as the biggest national 
problem across the world.
In Bangladesh, 62 percent 

respondents said they trust 
national politicians to work 
in their best interests.

According to the study, 
migration is highly visible 
but of low concern. In 
Bangladesh, which is the 
second largest refugee-
hosting country in the world, 
83 percent respondents 
believe countries should 
open up more safe and 
legal routes for refugees. 
The figure falls to 58, 55, and 
39 percent in the US, UK 
and Germany respectively.

In Bangladesh, 85 
percent agree that lower-
income countries should 
have more of a say in global 
decision-making, but the 
figure drops gradually to 
68, 50, 49, 45, 33, and 29 
percent in India, China, the 
US, the UK, Germany, Japan 
and Russia respectively.

Abdur Rouf 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abdur Rouf Chowdhury, 
a businessman and social 
worker, died yesterday at 
the age of 75.

He breathed his 
last while undergoing  
treatment at Thakurgaon 
District Hospital. 

He left behind his wife, 
two sons, two daughters, 
a host of relatives and 
friends.

Abdur Rouf is the father 
of Abu Bakar Siddique, an 
environmental journalist.  

He was buried at  his 
family graveyard in 
Thakurgaon after Zohr 
prayers.

SC denies bail
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Aman and his wife Sabera 
for acquiring illegal wealth.

On June 21 that year, 
Aman was sentenced to 13 
years’ imprisonment while 
Sabera was sentenced to 
three years in jail. 

On September 3 this year, 
Sabera was sent to prison 
after she surrendered before 
a Dhaka court. However, 
on September 5, the SC 
chamber judge granted her 
a bail till January 15, 2024.

The same court sent 
Aman to jail on September 
10, rejecting his bail plea, 
after he surrendered before 
it. Senior lawyer Khurshid 
Alam Khan appeared for 
the ACC during the hearing.

50 years without
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while being taken to 
hospital due to delay in 
crossing the river, he said.

Ratan Haldar, a trader, 
said they have to pay Tk 
1,000-1,500 more per 
truck to bring goods, due 
to the absence of a concrete 
bridge. 

“Many traders, like me, 
have to face financial loss 
due to a lack of a bridge,” 
he said.

Mukti Biswas, a class 4 
student of Mulia Secondary 
School, said, “Every day we 
have to cross the river with 
a lot of difficulties. It is a 
waste of time for hundreds 
of students like me as we 
have to wait on the banks 

of the river for two to three 
hours.”

Rabindranath Roy, 
chairman of Mulia Union, 
said some 8,000-10,000 
people cross the river every 
day and 60,000 people in 15-
20 villages around the river 
are deprived of a concrete 
bridge over the Kajla river. He 
also demanded a concrete 
bridge there.

Biswajit Kumar Kundu, 
executive engineer of 
Narail Local Government 
and Rural Development 
(LGED), said there is a plan 
to build a 400-metre long 
bridge over the river and 
the construction work of 
the bridge will begin soon 
after getting approval.

If rivers die, we can’t
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The speakers also demanded 
that the administration 
take the necessary actions 
to bring the rivers back to 
life, such as publishing the 
list of river occupiers and 
increasing monitoring of the 
rivers and its environment.

Presided over by ALRD 
president Shamsul Huda, 
the event was also addressed 
by additional divisional 
commissioner Md Anwar 
Hossain, director of Local 

Government Farid Ahmed, 
and executive engineer 
of Water Development 
Board, Md Akhlak Ul Jamil, 
among others.

Dr Khalid Mahmud, 
associate professor of 
Department of Irrigation 
and Water Management at 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
University, presented 
the keynote paper, while 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bela, 
moderated the event.
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Woman found
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came with the hotel’s 
security staff Forkan 
Ahmed on Monday 
afternoon. But she boarded 
the room alone.

“On Tuesday night, the 
security guard called me 
over phone that the girl 
committed suicide. Then, I 
informed police,” he added.

Forkan and the hotel’s 
manager Azizur Rahman 
has been absconding since 
the incident, said police.

The victim’s body has 
been sent to Cox’s Bazar 
Hospital for autopsy, added 
Mizanur. 


