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PRISONER DEAL

US signs off
on transfer of
funds to Iran

AFP, Washington

The United States
confirmed Monday it had
signed off on the transfer of
$6 billion in frozen Iranian
funds from South Korea,
paving the way for five US
citizens to leave Tehran.

The archenemies
announced last month, after
protracted negotiations,

a deal in which the US
citizens were freed from
prison and put under house
arrest, with the expectation
they will fly out of Iran once
the funds are moved to an
account in Qatar.

Secretary  of  State
Antony Blinken notified
Congress that he had
gone ahead on a key part
of the agreement, signing
a waiver that will shield
banks involved in the
transfer from US sanctions.

The money transfer is
“a critical step in securing
the release of these five
US citizens,” a State
Department spokesperson

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE
UN maps out

decarbonisation of
construction sector

AFP, Paris

LIBYA STORM FLOODS

Staff members install a sign reading “Nipah isolation ward, entry strictly prohibited” at a hospital where a ward is being prepared for
suspected Nipah virus patients in Kozhikode district, Kerala, India yesterday. A district-wide health alert was issued on Monday after two
said. deaths were reported, suspected to be due to Nipah virus infection.
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10,000 feared missing

Says IFRC; quarter of eastern city of Derna wiped out; 1,000

bodies recovered so far

REUTERS, Near Derna

The construction sector -- the most polluting and difficult
to decarbonise - must build less, use more sustainable
materials and clean up conventional ones to slash its
emissions, the United Nations said yesterday.

The industry is responsible for 37 percent of global
carbon dioxide emissions and growing urbanisation is
spurring the construction of new buildings made from
carbon-heavy materials, especially concrete and steel.

Mushrooming urban environments -- which add new
buildings in an area equivalent in size to Paris every
five days -- damage life-sustaining ecosystems and pose
serious challenges to fighting climate change.

Areport published by the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) and Yale Center for Ecosystems and Architecture
yesterday called on the sector to prioritise a “circular”
approach that avoids waste.

Net zero by 2050 in construction is achievable if
“governments put in place the right policy, incentives
and regulation to bring a shift the industry action”, said
Sheila Aggarwal-Khan, director of UNEP’s industry and
economy division.

Building less and repurposing existing structures
generates 50-75 percent fewer emissions than new
constructions, the report said.

Switching to renewable bio-based materials such as
timber and biomass could see emissions savings of up to
40 percent by 2050 in some regions, it added.

Conventional materials that cannot be replaced --
concrete, steel, aluminium, glass and bricks -- must find
ways to decarbonise further, said the report.

Electrifying production, scaling up innovative
technologies, and using more recycled materials would
accelerate efforts to clean up these especially carbon-
intensive materials.

Concrete, aluminium and steel alone account for 23
percent of overall global emissions.

The share of concrete in world construction should
be cut by half between 2020 and 2060 for an effective

About a quarter of Libya’s eastern
city of Derna was wiped out
after dams burst in a storm, the
administration in the area said
yesterday, and the Red Cross said
10,000 people were feared to be
missing across the country in
floods.

At least 1,000 bodies had already
been recovered in the city of Derna
alone, and officials expected the
death toll would be much higher,
after Storm Daniel barrelled across
the Mediterranean into a country
crumbling from more than a decade
of conflict.

The flooding, which has also
devastated other coastal areas, is as
a result of a Storm Daniel which hit
on Sunday.

A Reuters journalist on the
way to Derna, a coastal city of
around 125,000 inhabitants, saw
vehicles overturned on the edges
of roads, trees knocked down, and
abandoned, flooded houses.

“I returned from Derna. It is
very disastrous. Bodies are lying
everywhere - in the sea, in the valleys,
under the buildings,” Hichem Abu
Chkiouat, minister of civil aviation
and member of the emergency
committee in the administration
that controls the east, told Reuters
by phone.

“The number of bodies recovered
in Derna is more 1,000,” he said. “I
am not exaggerating when I say

disappeared. Many, many buildings
have collapsed.”

Abu Chkiouat later told Al
Jazeera that he expected the total
number of dead across the country
to reach more than 2,500, as the
number of missing people was
rising.

“We can confirm from our
independent sources of information
that the number of missing people
is hitting 10,000 so far,” Tamer
Ramadan, the head of a delegation
of the International Federation of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC), told reporters in
Geneva via video link from Tunisia.

Videos showed a wide torrent
running through Derna’s city
centre after dams burst. Ruined
buildings stood on either side.

Facebook, which Reuters could not
independently verify, appeared to
show dozens of bodies covered in
blankets on the pavements. Convoys
of aid and assistance were heading
towards the city.

Libya is politically divided
between east and west and public
services have crumbled since a
2011 Nato-backed wuprising that
prompted years of conflict.

The internationally recognised
government in Tripoli does not
control eastern areas but has
dispatched aid to Derna, with
at least one relief flight leaving
from the western city of Misrata
yesterday, a Reuters journalist on
the plane said.

Other countries, including the
United States, also said they would

Trump seeks
disqualification
of US judge

REUTERS, Washington

Former US President Donald Trump filed a motion
on Monday secking to disqualify US District
Judge Tanya Chutkan from presiding over one
of the criminal cases charging him with trying
to overturn his 2020 presidential election loss.
Trump, the front-runner for the 2024 Republican
presidential nomination, said last month he
planned to seek Chutkan’s recusal as well as a
change of venue for the case. Trump argued in
a court filing that Chutkan’s prior statements
appearing to refer to his role in influencing the
January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol by his
supporters raise questions about her impartiality
in the case. The court filing cites a remark Chutkan
made at a 2022 sentencing hearing for a Capitol
riot defendant.

Nawaz to return

to Pakistan on
Oct 21: Shehbaz

DAWN ONLINE

PMI-N supremo Nawaz Sharif is set to return to
Pakistan on October 21, ending his four-year exile
in the UK, his brother and party president Shehbaz
Sharif confirmed yesterday. A statement by
Shehbaz, shared by PML-N Information Secretary
Marriyum Aurangzeb on social media platform X,
said that the party founder would be given a grand
welcome upon return. Shehbaz had in July said if
the PML-N was voted to power in the forthcoming
elections, Nawaz would be the party’s candidate
for the slot of prime minister. The elder Sharif
left the country in November 2019 on medical
grounds following his conviction in a corruption
case but never returned. Nawaz’s departure took
place 20 days after Islamabad High Court’s order,
which granted him temporary relief on medical
grounds in Al Azizia case. In February 2020, the
then government had declared him an absconder,
and later an accountability court had declared
him an offender in Toshakhana vehicles reference.

Chinese city hunts
for crocodiles on
the loose

AFP, Beijing

A Chinese city has launched an operation to find
a large number of crocodiles that escaped when
floods hit the region in recent days, authorities
said yesterday. A typhoon brought sustained heavy
rains to southern China last week, triggering
inundations in Hong Kong and other areas.
Deluges around the city of Maoming in Guangdong
province caused a lake at a commercial crocodile
farm to overflow with over 70 animals escaping,
local media reported. A person who answered the
phone at the local emergency management office
told AFP yesterday that officials were “working
to deal with” the reptilian runaways. The person
did not say how many animals were still on the
loose or whether any had so far been recovered. A
video published by the state-backed Beijing News
showed responders in red uniforms searching
flooded fields in rescue boats. Further images
showed several two-metre-long scaly beasts lying
on the road, their fearsome jaws bound tight with
red tape. “Crocodiles are still in the water, and
several government departments are working to

decarbonisation of the sector, the report recommended. that 25 percent of the city has Another video shared on help. catch them,” the China National Radio reported.
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