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Dhaka-Narita 
flight delayed 
for 11 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A flight of Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines on Dhaka-Narita 
route was delayed for around 
11 hours due to a technical 
glitch, causing suffering to 
its 76 passengers. 

The flight, BG 376, was 
initially scheduled to take 
off around 11:45pm on 
Monday.

Tahera Khondoker, 
general manager (public 
relations) of Biman, said 
the delay was due to a 
technical problem.“Biman 
never compromises the 
safety of its passengers. 
After fixing the glitch, the 
flight took off from the 
Dhaka Airport at 11:00am 
today [yesterday],” she said.

Passengers were taken to 
nearby hotels.

Biman started the 
much-awaited Dhaka-
Narita-Dhaka flight on 
September 1.

5 killed, 4 injured 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and four others injured in separate 
road accidents in Cumilla, Gazipur and Sylhet districts 
yesterday and on Monday. 

In Cumilla, three people were killed as a bus hit a 
motorcycle and then two pedestrians on the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway in Chandina upazila yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Alamgir Hossain, 
Abul Kalam and Baharam, said Md Mamun, in-charge of 
Illiotganj Highway Police Outpost. 

The accident happened at Harikhola area on the 
highway around 10:00am, leaving motorcyclist Alamgir 
dead on the spot and two others injured, he said. 

The others succumbed to their injuries after they were 
rushed to Chandina Upazila Health Complex. 

The driver of the bus fled the scene.
Filing of a case in this regard was underway, said the 

police official.
In Gazipur, a bus driver was killed and two others were 

injured, as the bus fell into a roadside ditch after hitting 
an electric pole in Sreepur upazila early yesterday, reports 
UNB.

The deceased was identified as Mofizul Islam, 30, of 
Sohadia village in Sreepur upazila. Detailed identities 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

ROHINGYA CRISIS

UK announces 
£3 mn aid
BSS, Dhaka

Britain would provide £3,000,000 (around Tk 
42 crore) as new funding to support Rohingyas in 
Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char of Bangladesh.

“I am pleased to announce a further UK 
contribution of £3,000,000 to UNHCR, which will 
help ensure refugees in Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan 
Char be able to access healthcare, clean water, 
hygiene and sanitation services and cooking 
fuel,” said Sir Philip Barton, permanent under-
secretary to the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO).   

The new funding will be channeled through the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said a press release issued by the British 
High Commission in Dhaka yesterday.

Six years since the atrocities of 2017, which 
forcibly displaced Rohingyas into Bangladesh, 
the UK continues to stand with the Rohingyas in 
Bangladesh, and all those affected by this crisis, 
Barton said.

“We continue to push for a long-term solution 
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Rights situation for tea 
workers unsatisfactory
Says BILS and Oxfam study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The actual rights situation of tea 
workers in Bangladesh is unsatisfactory 
compared to the existing legal 
standards for tea workers as a whole, 
according to a study.

“The employment opportunities 
in tea gardens are very limited, and 
there is no job security for 
workers. Only 15 percent of 
tea workers are permanent 
employees, while 5 percent 
work temporarily,” it said.

The study, “Rights of 
Women Workers Engaged 
in the Tea Sector and the 
Prevailing Status of Decent 
Work,” conducted by Bangladesh 
Institute of Labour Studies with the 
support of Oxfam in Bangladesh (BILS), 
was unveiled yesterday at the capital’s 
Dhaka Reporters Unity.

It was conceptualised with the aim 
of improving the tea workers’ quality of 

life, implementing decent wages in tea 
gardens, and improving the skills of tea 
workers.

Over 17 percent of women workers 
do not have an appointment letter, 
while 87 percent do not have any 
identity cards. Additionally, 10 percent 
of women workers do not know what an 
identity card is, the study read.

All of the study 
participants said they do 
not have a service book 
in the tea garden, and 41 
percent of workers said 
they work 1-2 hours of 
overtime for extra income.

Speakers at the event 
said there is no sexual 

harassment prevention committee for 
women workers, even though more than 
50 percent of the workers are female. 
They alleged that the land rights for tea 
garden workers are also not clear.

According to speakers, the 

Over 17 percent 
of women 
workers do 
not have 

appointment 
letters.
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Locals compelled to use a risky makeshift bamboo bridge as a bailey bridge in Tangail’s Sakhipu upazila stays submerged for over a month. 
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BAILEY BRIDGES IN TANGAIL

Communication disrupted 
in two upazilas

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Locals in two upazilas of Tangail are in 
distress as two bailey bridges in the areas 
remain unusable. 

 A bailey bridge in the district’s Delduar 
upazila collapsed recently, cutting off direct 
road communication between the area and 
the district headquarters.

Meanwhile, commuters in Sakhipur 
upazila are facing immense sufferings as a 
bailey bridge in the area has been submerged 
in the water for last one month, following a 
tidal surge.

The dilapidated bridge in Delduar upazila, 
built over a ditch at Dulla area on   Tangail-
Delduar road, was in a vulnerable state for a 
long time. It collapsed recently when a sand-
laden dump truck was passing on it, said 
locals.

Four passengers from the truck were 

rescued by the locals after it fell into the water. 
One of them was seriously injured and needed 
medical treatment, said Nasir Uddin Mridha, 
officer-in-charge of Delduar Police Station.

“With the road communication on Tangail-
Delduar road being halted, commuters now 
have to travel several additional kilometers 

to go to district headquarters through Elasin 
on the Tangail-Nagarpur road. Many people 
are also using boats to cross the water body, 
spending extra money,” Rezaul Karim, a local.

The bridge collapsed two more times 
previously, and was still being used after 
temporary repairs, said Mohammad Ali of 
Sewratoil village.

Delduar Upazila Nirbahi Officer Farhana 
Ali said that the matter has been informed to 
the higher authorities. 

The Roads and Highways Department has 
been requested to repair the collapsed bridge 
and restore connectivity as quick as possible, 
the UNO added.

Aliul Hossain, executive engineer of RHD, 
Tangail, said necessary measures have been 
taken to this end and direct communication 
will be restored within three days.

On the other hand, the bailey bridge on 

The collapsed bailey bridge in Delduar 
upazila. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

PHOTO: STAR

Boro paddy 
procurement 
half of target 
till Sept 7
Food minister tells JS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Food Minister Sadhan 
Chandra Majumder 
yesterday told the 
parliament that half 
of the target for paddy 
procurement has not been 
achieved in the current 
Boro season.

In reply to a query from 
Awami League MP Kazim 
Uddin Ahmed, the minister 
said over1.99 lakh tonne 
paddy have been procured 
till September 7.

The government has also 
procured over12.93 lakh 
tonne of boiled rice so far, 
he said. It had set a target to 
procure 4 lakh tonne paddy 
and 14.5 lakh tonne boiled 
rice by August 31. Later, 

the date was extended till 
September 14.

In reply to a query of AL 
MP AKM Sarwar Jahan, 
the minister said the 
government had decided to 
buy paddy at Tk 30 per kg 
and boiled rice at Tk 44 per 
kg during Boro season.

Among them, the 
aforementioned amounts 
of paddy have been 
collected till last September 
7.

In response to another 
query by MP Kazim, the 
minister said there is no 
food shortage currently in 
the country.

The total population of 
the country requires 2.18 

The government 
had set a target 

to procure 4 lakh 
tonne paddy and 
14.5 lakh tonne 

boiled rice by 
August 31. 
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