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US, Vietnam 
warn against 
‘threat or 
use of force’
AFP, Hanoi

The United States and 
Vietnam yesterday warned 
against the “threat or use 
of force” in the disputed 
South China Sea, days after 
the latest clash involving 
Chinese vessels.

President Joe Biden 
and Vietnam’s Communist 
Party chief Nguyen Phu 
Trong said the competing 
claims on the strategic 
waterway must be settled 
under international norms.

Beijing claims almost 
the entire sea, through 
which trillions of dollars 
in trade passes annually, 
and has ignored an 
international court ruling 
that its assertion has no 
legal basis.

“The leaders 
underscored their 
unwavering support for 
the peaceful resolution 
of disputes in accordance 
with international law, 
without the threat or use 
of force,” Biden and Trong 
said in a joint statement.

They also called for 
“freedom of navigation and 
overflight and unimpeded 
lawful commerce in the 
South China Sea”.

The statement came a 
day after Biden and Trong 
struck a deal to deepen 
cooperation, seen as a way 
to counter China’s growing 
assertiveness in the region.

Washington is at 
loggerheads with Beijing on 
a range of issues including 
trade, security, human 
rights and climate change.

Taiwan detects 
39 Chinese 
warplanes, 
carrier
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan said yesterday it 
had detected 39 Chinese 
warplanes and an aircraft 
carrier near the island 
after a US destroyer and a 
Canadian frigate transited 
through the Taiwan Strait 
over the weekend.

Between Sunday and 
yesterday morning, 26 
aircraft and 13 warships 
were operating around 
the island, while another 
13 planes were detected 
since the early hours of 
yesterday, according to 
Taiwan’s defence ministry.

China’s Shandong 
carrier was also detected 
yesterday around 60 
nautical miles southeast of 
Taiwan’s Eluanbi, sailing 
eastward and entering the 
Western Pacific for training, 
the ministry added.

China claims self-ruled 
Taiwan as its territory and 
has vowed to take it one day 
-- by force if necessary.

In recent years, Beijing 
has ratcheted up military 
and political pressure on 
Taiwan, often conducting 
naval exercises to coincide 
with any diplomatic 
engagements with Taipei.

Taiwan said 22 of the 
39 planes it had recently 
detected crossed the 
median line of the Taiwan 
Strait.

“The military is closely 
monitoring the situation 
and has tasked aircraft, 
navy vessels, and land-
based missile systems 
to respond,” Taiwan’s 
defence ministry said in a 
statement.

Climate change fuelling rights 
emergencies: UN rights chief

AFP, Geneva

Climate change is sparking human 
rights emergencies in numerous 
countries, the UN rights chief said 
yesterday, stressing the need to 
fight the impunity of those who 
“plunder our environment”.

Speaking before the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, 
Volker Turk pointed to recent 
examples of “environmental 
horror that is our global planetary 
crisis”.

He described visiting Basra, 
Iraq, where date palms once lined 
canals, but now “drought, searing 
heat, extreme pollution and fast-

depleting supplies of fresh water 
are creating barren landscapes of 
rubble and dust”.

“This spiralling damage is a 
human rights emergency for Iraq, 
and many other countries,” he said 
in his address opening the 54th 
council session in Geneva.

“Climate change is pushing 
millions of people into famine. It 
is destroying hopes, opportunities, 
homes and lives. In recent months, 
urgent warnings have become 
lethal realities again and again all 
around the world,” Turk said.

“We do not need more warnings. 
The dystopian future is already 
here. We need urgent action now.”

Turk was speaking after the G20 
at the weekend failed to commit to 
a phase-out of fossil fuels.

At a time when the ravages of 
climate change are forcing more 
and more people to leave their 
homes, Turk said he was “shocked 
by the nonchalance” seen towards 
surging numbers of migrant 
deaths.
“It is evident that far more mi-
grants and refugees are dying, un-
noticed,” he said, pointing to the 
more than “2,300 people reported 
dead or missing in the Mediterra-
nean this year, including the loss 
of more than 600 lives in a single 
shipwreck off Greece in June.”

Firefighters and police perform at the 9/11 Memorial and Museum at the Ground Zero site in lower 
Manhattan, New York City, US yesterday, during commemoration ceremonies for the 22nd anniversary of 
the attacks. PHOTO: AFP

ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

Modi hails Saudi 
ties after ‘historic’ 
route unveiled
AFP, New Delhi

India hailed its “strategic” partnership with oil-
rich Saudi Arabia yesterday, days after unveiling a 
major trade and transport route linking Europe, 
the Middle East and India as part of a broad 
alliance. “Together, we made the historic start to 
establish an economic corridor,” Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi told Saudi Arabia’s de 
facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
in New Delhi. On Saturday, the pair took part 
alongside other G20 leaders in the unveiling of 
ambitious plans to create a modern-day Spice 
Route, boosting trade ties with potentially wide-
ranging geopolitical implications. “This corridor 
will not only connect the two countries, but 
economic cooperation, digital connectivity 
between Asia, West Asia and Europe,” Modi added. 
India and Saudi Arabia, along with the US, the EU, 
the UAE and others launched the initiative to link 
railways, ports, electricity and data networks and 
hydrogen pipelines. 

POWERFUL STORM, FLOODS

150 people killed in 
Libya in two days
REUTERS, Benghazi

A powerful storm and heavy floods have killed 150 
people in the eastern Libyan city of Derna over the 
last two days and the death toll is expected to rise 
to 250, the head of the Red Crescent in Benghazi 
said yesterday. Footage on social media showed 
people stranded on the roofs of their vehicles 
as Storm Daniel hit Benghazi, Sousse, Al Bayda, 
Al-Marj and Derna, a city on the Mediterranean 
some 250 km (150 miles) east of Benghazi. “We 
recorded at least 150 deaths after the collapse of 
buildings. We expect death toll to rise to 250. The 
situation is very catastrophic,” the Red Crescent’s 
Kais Fhakeri told Reuters. The toll in other areas 
was not immediately clear. Heavy floods washed 
away vehicles, footage broadcast by eastern Libya’s 
Almostkbal TV showed. 


