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Meanwhile, farmers’ rights 
movement leader Razib 
Hasan Munna and the 
labours’ rights movement 
leader Abdullah Al Kafi 
Ratan staged a hunger 
strike from 8am-4pm as 
part of the event.

Razib said, “The dengue 
outbreak has taken a 
dangerous turn thanks to 
the irresponsibility of the 
government. We want them 
to be compassionate in this 
regard.”   

Addressing this hunger 
strike, Prof Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury said, 
“This is not just a hunger 
strike by two persons, rather 
this is a protest on behalf of 
the entire country.”  

He urged the government 
as well as the city 
corporations to take effective 
measures in eliminating 
Aedes mosquitoes and 
ensure equitable healthcare 
facilities for all.

Echoing the same, 
Mushtuq Hussain, 

Consultant at Institute 
of Epidemiology, Disease 
Control and Research 
highlighted the absence of 
a well-planned healthcare 
system in the country and 
called for an urgent reform 
in the health sector to 
ensure equitable access to 
healthcare for all. 

Political willingness is 
important in this regard, 
he added. Leaders from 
different political and civic 
organisation attended the 
event.

Nylon fence to be set up
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then, they’ve seen a 
dramatic fall in the 
reported numbers of 
tigers entering human 
settlements, he added.

The project, with a 
budget of Tk 35,93,80,000, 
launched in March 2022, is 
aimed at keeping tigers and 
humans out of each other’s 
space.

Anwarul Kadir, director 
of Sundarban Academy, told 
The Daily Star that many 
rivers and canals are drying 
up in the Sundarbans, 
allowing easy access for 

people to enter parts of the 
mangrove forest.

He said the local 
community like the Village 
Tiger Response Team 
(VTRT), Community Patrol 
Group (CPG) will maintain 
the fencing, adding that 
nylon fencing has worked 
well in the Sundarbans 
region of West Bengal, India.

According to the Forest 
Department, tigers in the 
Sundarbans have entered 
human settlements more 
than 50 times in the past 15 
years, with casualties on both 
sides during these incidents. 

Forest Department data 
show that 49 tigers died in 
the Sundarbans between 
2001 and 2021.

Furthermore, for 
the ‘Sundarbans Tiger 
Conservation Project’ 
implementation, various 
equipment such as drone 
cameras, satellite trackers, 
nylon fences, GPS devices, 
tranquillizing agents for 
tiger sedation, cameras, 
VTRT equipment, and 
various auxiliary materials, 
including clothing and 
training materials for CPG 
members, will be procured.

Dengue cases cross
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Many dengue patients 
across Dhaka are seeking 
treatment at Mugda 
Hospital, which has treated 
9,794 patients, the highest 
number of hospitalisations 
in the country.

HM Nazmul Ahsan, 

associate professor at 
the Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital, 
said second-time 
dengue infection with a 
different strain and late 
hospitalisation are among 
the main reasons for the 
rise in deaths this year.

A threat to country
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The 510 lawyers expected 
that the foreign citizens will 
refrain from “unsolicited 
interference in the judicial 
system of Bangladesh” 
by withdrawing their 
statement in favour of 
Muhammad Yunus.

Signatories of the 
statement include senior 
lawyer and Bangabandhu 
Awami Ainjibi Parishad’s 
convener M Yusuf Hossain 
Humayun, Supreme Court 
Bar Association (SCBA) 

president Md Momtaz 
Uddin Fakir and its 
secretary Md Abdun Nur 
Dulal, and lawyers Sayed 
Ahmed Raza, Md Motaher 
Hossain Sazu and Shah 
Monjurul Hoque.

Earlier, 104 Nobel 
Laureates and 79 other 
global figures in an open 
letter to PM Sheikh Hasina 
on August 28 expressed 
concern about the safety 
and freedom of Nobel 
Laureate Prof Muhammad 
Yunus.

It’s not working
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harassment, said Salma Ali, 
president of the Bangladesh 
National Women Lawyers’ 
Association.

Md Towfiqul Arif, 
additional secretary of the 
labour ministry, noted 
that incidents of sexual 
harassment have led to a 
decrease in the number of 
female workers in garment 
factories. 

Shamsun Nahar, a 
standing committee 
member on the labour 
ministry, emphasised 
the importance of 
ensuring safe workplaces 

for female workers to 
enhance production. She 
also suggested involving 
representatives of trade 
unions in these actions to 
achieve more progressive 
outcomes.

Shammin Sultana, a 
gender specialist from 
the ILO; Nazma Akter of 
the Awaj Foundation; and 
Amirul Haque Amin of the 
IndustriALL Bangladesh 
Council also spoke.

Mob snatches
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“Umi Ching Marma was 
arrested on Sunday night 
in this connection and 
later confessed to Shibli’s 
murder and burial during 
overnight interrogation,” 
said the OC.

When police were 
returning with Shibli’s body 
and the arrested accused 
to Raozan Police Station 
around 11:00am yesterday, 
agitated locals in Kadalpur 
snatched Umi Ching from 

the police van and beat him 
up, leaving him critically 
injured, the OC also said.

“Umi Ching was later 
taken to the upazila health 
complex, where he was 
declared dead,” said OC 
Haroon.

The bodies of Shibli and 
Umi Ching have been kept 
at Chattogram Medical 
College morgue.

Legal steps in this 
connection was underway, 
the OC added.
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Today is the 
34th death 
anniversary 
of Dr Najma 
J a s m i n e 
Choudhury, 
e m i n e n t 
writer, researcher, 
playwright and former 
teacher of Dhaka 
University’s Institute of 
Modern Languages (IML).

On the occasion, a 
memorial lecture will be 
held at IML auditorium at 
3:30pm.

Nilufar Sultana, retired 
professor of English 
department at Chittagong 
University, will deliver this 
30th memorial lecture.

DU Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Akhtaruzzaman will chair 
the programme.

Dr Najma Jasmine 
Chowdhury was the wife of 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury. 
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Adopt biotech
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Experts at the event 
said gene editing can 
help farmers produce 
more food, using fewer 
resources.

Flook said Bangladesh 
is one of the most 
vulnerable countries to 
climate change. Using 
biotechnology, scientists 
can accelerate the rate at 
which new plant varieties, 
which can respond to 
changing environmental 
conditions, can be 
introduced.


