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Dhaka commits
to buy 10 planes
from Airbus

Macron says before
wrapping up his trip

STAR REPORT

Bangladesh hascommitted tobuying 10 new A350 airplanes
from Airbus, a multinational aerospace corporation, as the
two countries forge a new strategic partnership.

“I thank you for your trust in the European aerospace
industry. And this commitment for 10 Airbus A350 is
important,” Macron yesterday said at ajoint media briefing
after a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the
Prime Minister’s Office in Dhaka.

Speaking at the briefing, Hasina said, “We both hope
that this new strategic move between Bangladesh and
Irance will play an effective role in establishing regional
and global stability and peace.”

The two countries also signed a letter of intent for
space partnership between Airbus and Bangladesh

“I thank you for your trust
in the European aerospace
industry. And this
commitment for 10 Airbus
A350 is important.”

French President Emmanuel Macron

Satellite Company Ltd. The letter includes a clause about
buying the Bangabandhu-2 Earth Observation Satellite
System. Bangladesh’s first satellite Bangabandhu-1 was
also manufactured by a French company.

Besides, a credit facility agreement was also signed with
Agence Frangaise de Développement, under which France
will provide €184 million to support urban governance
and infrastructural development in Bangladesh.

According to a Reuters report, French officials said the
deal for the Airbus flagship A350 planes, which is still
being finalised, is with the national flag carrier Biman
Bangladesh Airlines.

Biman’s current fleet comprises of six Boeing 737-
800s, four 777-300ERs, four 787-8s, two 787-9s, and five

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

India’s Virat Kohli jumps in the air to celebrate his century against Pakistan in an Asia Gup Super Four fixture at
the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo yesterday. Kohli scored 122 not out as India smashed 356 for two before
restricting Pakistan for 128 to register a 228-run victory.

Kohli, Rahul
help India
thump Pakistan

REUTERS

India beat rivals Pakistan by 228 runs
after Virat Kohli passed 13,000 in one-
day internationals en route to his 47th
century and KI. Rahul marked his return
from injury with a ton in a lopsided Asia
Cup Super Four clash in Colombo on
Monday.

Pakistan’s batsmen, needing a
daunting 357 for victory after Kohli
made 122 not out off 94 balls and Rahul
remained unbeaten on 111 off 106, never
really got going and finished on 128 with
Naseem Shah and Haris Rauf both absent
through injury.

India spinner Kuldeep Yadav (5-
25) ripped through Pakistan’s lineup

Tk

Another
southern p

Besides,

following a brief rain interruption after Nations Dev
Jasprit Bumrah removed Imam-ul-Haq Ltd.
and Hardik Pandya castled the dangerous
Babar Azam.
India had reached 147-2 in 24.1 overs today.
after half-centuries by skipper Rohit Of the T

Sharma (56) and fellow opener Shubman
Gill (58) on Sunday but rain meant the
match would finish on the reserve day
and the runs continued to flow after a

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

loan under

for developing

China to fund it; AlIB to finance power
supply infrastructure; proposals to be

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is going to implement a project with Chinese funds
for the development of Mongla Port.

City in Gazipur will be funded by the Asian Infrastructure Investment

Bank (AIIB).

will be implemented by the government with funding by the United
The three project proposals are likely to be placed for approval at

the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council meeting

Chinese government will provide 88 percent or Tk 3,782.36 crore in

the Ecnec meeting agenda.
The remaining Tk 500.39 crore will be financed by the Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and French President Emmanuel Macron at a joint press briefing at the Prime Minister’s Office

yesterday. The two leaders joined the event after holding bilateral talks.

Macron’s
day out

PORIMOL PALMA

While French President
Emmanuel Macron’s
visit to Dhaka featured
geopolitics, trade and
economy, he won the ZYMA ISLAM

hearts of Bangladeshis with s
his curiosity to experience
the local culture and way

Bangladesh has committed to
buying 10 Airbus A350s for

of life. Biman but the carrier is yet to
“Wherever the president come up with a business case for
goes, he experiences purchasing the planes.

In a statement to the media
after a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at the Prime Minister’s Office, French
President Emmanuel Macron vyesterday
thanked Bangladesh for trusting the

the local aspects of the
country —- call it arts and
culture, health, education,
anything. He likes to

SEE PAGE 6 COL 2
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Biman heading for
a mixed tleet

Commits to Airbus A350s before making business case

FEuropean plane maker.
The Biman Bangladesh
Airlines board on May 3,

2023, decided that such a
purchase could only happen
after a technical and financial
evaluation.

Biman had created two committees to

conduct the techno-financial evaluations.

This correspondent spoke to Biman

insiders with knowledge of the committees

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

ASSAULT ON BCL LEADERS

ADC Harun
suspended

Inspector transferred;
no case filed yet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The government vyesterday suspended
Additional Deputy Commissioner Harun-
or-Rashid from his post, two days after
he along with several policemen allegedly
tortured two Chhatra League leaders
inside Shahbagh Police Station.

Farlier on Sunday, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police withdrew

Harun from Ramna
Division and attached
him to its Public af

Order Management as . F
Division over the -
incident. The
same day, he was
transferred to
the Armed Police
Battalion (APBn).

After his suspension yesterday, Harun
has now been attached to the Police
headquarters, according to a home
ministry order.

The DMP formed a three-member probe
committee on Sunday, which was asked to
submit a report in two work days.

Victims and other BCL leaders alleged
Harun along with several policemen
tortured BCL Organising Secretary
Anwar Hossain Nacem and BCL Science
Affairs Secretary Sharif Ahmed Munim
at Shahbagh Police Station on Saturday
night. Another BCL leader who came to
their rescue was also assaulted.

Among them, Naeem is still receiving
treatment at a city hospital.

Naeem told reporters on Sunday that 10
12 policemen, including Harun, beat him in
the OC’s (investigation) room of Shahbagh
Police Station. They all had their faces
covered with cloths, and the nameplates on
their uniform were taken off.

“I' recorded some of it on my phone, but

SEE PAGE 6 COL 2

ADC Harun

PHOTO: AFP

4,282cr project

Mongla Port

placed before Ecnec today

project aimed at improving power infrastructure in the
art of Chattogram division and Bangabandhu Hi-tech

a project for empowering the country’s rural women

elopment Programme, the Swedish embassy, and Marico

k 4,282.36 crore Mongla Port development project, the

a government to government mechanism, according to

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

4

Date of Expire
12 September, 2022

On the 1st death anniversary today

12 September, 2023, of Prominent industrialist

Alhaj Mohammad Nasir Uddin Biswas

the Founder Chairman and Managing Director of Nasir Group of

Industries, the family members, all the officers, employees and
workers of Nasir Group are deeply saddened.

We pray to the Almighty Allah for peace and forgiveness of his
departed soul. May Allah grant him Jannatul Firdaus, Ameen.

\°

Nasir Group
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Bangladesh,
UK strategic
dialogue today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and the UK are set o
hold the fifth strategic dialogue in
Dhaka today. The dialogue will cover
political and diplomatic relations as
well as issues of global and regional
security and the Rohingya.

The UK Permanent Under-
Secretary of the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office, Sir Philip Barton, and
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Masud
Bin Momen will lead their respective
countries to the talks.

The other issues that will come
under discussion include economy,
trade and development partnerships,
according to a statement of the UK
high commission in Dhaka.

“Building on the UK and
Bangladesh'’s historic links, the Strategic
Dialogue reflects the two countries’
shared commitment to develop a
modern economic, trade and security
partnership,” the statement said.

The dialogue, the high
commission said, will also provide an
opportunity to boost economic and
trade cooperation between the two
countries, cooperation on COP28
and joint work on climate financing,
adaptation and resilience to climate
impacts, and showcase the UK’s
substantial economic development
investment offer.

Philip, who arrived in Dhaka
yesterday, will also meet politicians,
civil society members, business
leaders and youth representatives.

This is Philip’s first visit to
Bangladesh as the UK permanent
under-secretary. He had been in
Bangladesh in 2008 as director
(South Asia) of the UK’s Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.

N Korea’s Kim
to visit Russia,
meet Putin

AFP, Scoul

North Korea said yesterday that leader
Kim Jong Un would visit Russia and
meet President Vladimir Putin, with
the reclusive leader’s armoured train
reportedly on its way to the border.

Experts suggest that Putin is
seeking artillery shells and antitank
missiles from North Korea for
Moscow’s war in Ukraine, while Kim
is reportedly in search of advanced
technology for satellites and nuclear-
powered submarines, as well as food
aid for his impoverished nation.

Kim “will soon visit the Russian
Federation at the invitation of ..
Putin,” the North’s official Korean
Central News Agency said.

Back in the late 1700s, when Chinese traders and labourers, who worked for the British Raj in
India opened restaurants selling Chinese food, they adapted their culinary styles to suit Indian
tastes. This is the most popular origin story of this fusion food we lovingly call deshi Chinese.

AUTHENTIC ISN’T EVERYTHING

Nothing hits the spot like
Deshi Chinese food!

Fating outin thelate 70s usually meant
going to Chinese restaurants, typically
run by Chinese couples. Those dimly
lit restaurants, flaunting red velvet
upholstery, welcomed you to another
world of unique gastronomic delight.
A child’s mind is impressionable, and
small details of the cuisine like the
ramekins of soy sauce, green chilli
dipped in white vinegar, and ketchup

on the table
remain forever ,’

etched in our
T AR EEEE e

nostalgia.

The food we
ordered was
always a bowl
of chicken
corn soup and
fried wontons
as appetisers,
followed
by mixed
chowmein, fried rice, sweet and sour
prawn balls, mandarin fish, fried
chicken, and beel or vegetable gravy.
Gravy was always needed for our
Bangladeshi palate. These items were
the staple order, along with sizzling
chicken and everyone’s all-time
favourite Chinese chop suey. Thus
began our love for deshi or Dhaka
Chinese food. However, if we are being
pedantic, it is actually Indo-Chinese
food that we refer to when we mean

Dhaka Chinese.

Deshi Chinese was the start of fusion
food, where we adapted typical Chinese
seasoning and cooking techniques
to suit our tastes. Authentic Chinese
dishes are much milder; you can taste
the flavour of the meat or vegetable, or
so I am told. But deshi Chinese dishes
are made like stews, or the bowl is full
of gravy in Manchurian style, as I have
tried in Dhaka. Authentic Chinese
dishes usually forgo gravy.

I can confidently say that every
person in Dhaka craves deshi Chinese
at least once every two months. While
there are some (Gen Z and Alpha) who
vehemently deny deshi Chinese and
instead, seek out authentic Chinese
cuisine, most who are millennials or
older would love nothing more than
our good old deshi style.

Dhaka boasts deshi-style Chinese
places like Sung Garden in Eskaton,
New Cathay in Banani, among a few.
And they all host some of our all-time
greats, such as Hakka noodles, or plain
old chowmein smeared in soy sauce,
oyster sauce, and deshi chilli garlic
sauce, sprinkled with ground black
pepper and a touch of brown sugar.
The chowmein is stirred in a wok with
hot toasted sesame oil and mixed with
chicken, vegetables, and eggs. The
nutty aroma and flavour of the toasted
sesame oil give you that addictive taste
and smell of deshi chowmein. A bowl
of chicken corn soup with wontons or

batterless fried chicken, crispy chop
suey with Sichuan gravy or American
toppings - all these are practically
food for the soul.

The mere aroma of it all takes me
back to those long-ago comforting
dinners at old Chinese restaurants
with my parents. I believe we crave
deshi Chinese for those cherished
memories. It is a time capsule ride to
happier, carefree days.

If you absolutely must have the
real thing, then Dhaka also boasts
many authentic Chinese dining
places, serving Cantonese, Hunan,
Sichuan cuisines. Places like Cheong
Shing, Yum Cha District, Chows, are
just some of the hot favourites in
town. Apparently, the latest craze in
Dhaka is dining at Huaxing Chinese
Food restaurant in Uttara, Sector 3. It
serves mind-blowing original Chinese
food, cooked by a Chinese chef from
the Xinjiang Province. The chef’s
authentic recipes make their mild tofu
soup so filling, and the black fungus or
rabbit’s ear salad tossed in soy sauce
and mixed with onions so addictive.
Their Jinan noodles and Kung Pao
chicken are simply delicious, with that
genuine style of Chinese cooking. The
preparation, the use of sauces, and
cooking techniques set the authentic
cuisine apart from deshi Chinese,
which uses spicy soy-based sauce with
classic local spices like garlic, ginger,
and green chillies.

Abducted girl found dead

A four-year-old girl was found dead yesterday,
two days after she was abducted, in Jamalpur’s
Dewanganj upazila.

The deceased, Habiba Akter, was the daughter
of Ashraful Islam of Bepari Para village of
Dangdhara union.

Police detained a man from the area in
connection with the abduction last night around
7:00pm.

The detainee is Rubel Mia, 25, of Nemaimari
village of Dangdhara union.

Police recovered Habiba’s from a bamboo grove
near her house in the afternoon.

Sanandbari Police Investigation Centre in-
charge Abdur Rahim said, “Habiba with her
cousin went to nearby shop to buy some snacks
on Saturday morning.”

Later her little cousin returned home alone but
Habiba didn’t.

“As Habiba was late to return home, her mother
Hira Begum went out to search for her and found
her shoes on the road.”

After a while, someone made a phone call to his
father’s phone, demanding Tk 1.5 lakh, said the
police official quoting the family.

5 Kkilled in road crashes

UNB/BSS

At least five people died in road accidents in four
districts yesterday.

In Magura, two people were Kkilled as a
speeding bus crashed into a motorbike on the
Dhaka-Khulna Highway in front of Magura Sadar
Hospital. The deceased were Anwar Hossain, 50,
and Rokeya Begum, 60.

In Dinajpur, a girl was run over by a speeding
tractor after she fell off her uncle’s bike as it
crashed into an electric pole at Dangapara Bazar
in Hakimpur upazila. Jannatul Nayeema, 8,
daughter of Mozammel Miah of Birampur upazila,
was a fourth-grader at Paushgara Fazil Madrasa.

In Gopalganj, a man was killed when a microbus
hit him as he was walking along the Dhaka-Khulna
Highway near Daserhat Shiva temple area under
Muksudpur upazila. Bidyut Kumar Bhowmik,
46, of Daserhat village, was a grocer in Gerakhola
Bazar in the area.

In Bhola, a construction worker was Kkilled
and five others were injured when the three-
wheeler carrying them overturned on the Bhola-
Charfashion regional highway in Banglabazar
area. The deceased is Al Amin, 35, of Shibpur
union of Sadar upazila.

Rohingya man shot dead

A Rohingya man was shot dead by a group of
masked criminals at Kutupalong refugee camp in
Ukhiya upazila, Cox’s Bazar last evening.

Md Salam, 37, was a resident of Camp 2, said
Additional Deputy Commissioner Syed Harun-ur-
Rashid, commander of the 14 APBn.

The incident occurred around 6:00pm at Block
C of the camp.

A group of 8-10 masked criminals shot Salam
and fled the scene.

Locals rushed him (o a nearby hospital, where
doctors pronounced him dead.

“We have yet to determine the motives behind

this murder, but we are conducting operations to
arrest the killers,” the commander added.

Dhaka commits to

buy 10 planes

FROM PAGE 1
short-haul De Havilland Canada
Dash-8 400s.

The initial order would be for two
Airbus planes, the Reuters report
quoted State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Mahbub Ali as
saying.

“We have asked for 10 aircraft in
phases. The technical committee is
now evaluating. These aircraft will
be used on new and old routes. Each
country has Airbus and Boeing in its
fleet. But we only have Boeing, not a
single Airbus.”

After attending the G20 summit
in New Delhi, Macron arrived in
Dhaka on Sunday evening at the
invitation of Hasina, who had
visited Paris in November 2021. He
attended the official banquet hosted
by the Bangladeshi premier at Hotel
InterContinental.

Yesterday morning, Macron visited
the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum
in Dhanmondi to pay homage to
Bangabandhu  Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman. Later, he attended the
meeting with Hasina and left Dhaka
at 2:45pm, ending his 19-hour trip.

Macron and Hasina recalled the
Letter of Intent on Cooperation and
Exchanges in the Field of Defence
signed between the two governments
during Hasina’s visit to France in
November 2021, according to a joint
statement issued after the meeting
between Hasina and Macron.

They also stated their willingness
to step up defence cooperation,
with a focus on naval, air and
terrestrial capacity, including
transfer of technology, in support
of Bangladesh’s strategic autonomy,
reads the statement.

Both  countries  condemned
the unconstitutional change of
government and unlawful military
takeover in any country, and called for
urgent and unimpeded humanitarian
assistance for those displaced due
to conflicts, violence and atrocious
crimes.

“Bangladesh and France regard

sovereignty and strategic autonomy
as key principles for a stable, multi
polar world. Both countries therefore
welcome enhanced cooperation in
strategic sectors,” reads the joint
statement.

France and Bangladesh reiterated
their commitment to territorial
integrity and sovereignty of all
nations, and affirmed that the war
in Ukraine constitutes a violation of
international law and a serious threat
to the rules-based international
order.

Both countries expressed
commitment to keep their respective
regions free of illegal trafficking and
illicit fishing, as well as favouring
freedom of trade and navigation,
says the statement.

France agreed to continue
supporting Bangladesh and other
vulnerable countries through the
Loss and Damage initiative and other
global forums in addressing climate-
change fallout.

According to the statement,
both countries expressed interest
in expanding bilateral trade
and investment in  resilient
infrastructural development in the
railway sector. Current bilateral
trade between the two countries
stands at €4.9 billion.

France stressed the need for
implementing Bangladesh’s National
Action Plan on the Labour Sector
and diversification of its economy
for smooth transition under the GSP
of EU.

The (wo countries reiterated
their commitment to prioritise
the Rohingya repatriation issue in
international forums. France agreed
tointervenein the Rohingya genocide
case before the International Court
of Justice while also announcing
one million euros as humanitarian
assistance for the Rohingyas.

“The prime minister of Bangladesh
and the president of France agreed to
work towards taking the partnership
for peace, prosperity and people to a
strategic level,” reads the statement.

Biman heading for a mixed fleet

FROM PAGE 1

and they on the condition of
anonymity said the committees had a
few meetings but were nowhere near
the state to be able to produce any
report.

The Biman board did not insist that
the planes had to be from Airbus and
left it as an option. Biman currently
has a fleet of 21 aircraft, 16 of them
from US maker Boeing.

“Up to eight Rolls-Royce powered
A350-900/1000 aircraft (the “A350
Pax Aircraft”) or any other suitable
aircraft (wider or narrow) as per
Biman'’s requirement, with an option
to purchase additional aircraft
after carrying out techno-financial
evaluation based on the market
demand, Biman’s route plan, and
necessary approval from Biman’s
management,” state the meeting
minutes of the 288th board meeting.

The Daily Star has a copy of the
minutes.

It proposed that two narrow-body
freighters can be inducted into the
{leet based on the above-mentioned
conditions, but did not specify the
name of the airframe maker or any
company. The Boeing 737 and Airbus
A320 family planes are considered
narrow-body aircraft.

A joint communique on aviation
trade was signed in London on May

5, two days after the board meeting,
between United Kingdom’s Minister
of State in the Department for
Business and Trade Lord Dominic
Johnson and Private Industry and
Investment Adviser to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Salman F Rahman.

However, the joint communique,
which The Daily Star has a copy
of, states “Sale by Airbus and the
purchase by Biman Bangladesh
Airlines of up to 8 Rolls-Royce
powered A350-900/1000  aircraft
(the “A350 Pax Aircraft”) and two
Airbus freighter aircraft (subject to
further discussions).”

Rolls Royce aircraft engines are
made in the UK.

The joint communique signed
despite the decisions made by the
Biman board was pointed out in a
letter Biman’s Managing Director
Shafiul Azim sent to the secretary of
the civil aviation ministry on July 4
and again on July 12.

This newspaper has copies of
the letters which detail how the
joint communique fails to mention
anything about purchases being made
after a techno-financial evaluation.

In his July 12 letter, Azim said
the Biman board had made those
recommendations after seeing a draft
of the joint communique before it was
signed. However, there were “partial

differences” between the decisions
made by the board and the final
agreement signed.

However, Azim last night told
The Daily Star, “What the French
president said is in view of the joint
communique. Airbus gave us two
business proposals in July and we have
formed a technical and a financial
committee to work on evaluating
the proposals. This is how it is done.
We can customize according to our
preferences.”

When pointed out that the board’s
decision conflicts with the joint
communique, he said the latter is
written in diplomatic language.

The techno-financial evaluation
that Biman is currently doing
consists of figuring out the route
plans, expected fuel burn on those
routes, maintenance costs, how
much revenue could be earned
from those routes, and whether the
revenue would be enough to cover the
instalments for the new planes.

The Biman committees will also
have to decide if the existing planes
are overworked and if the predicted
growing number of passengers can be
served with the current fleet.

Currently, planes of the Biman fleet
have a rather low average estimated
utilisation of five hours a day, said
highly placed Biman sources.

The current Biman fleet comprises
of six Boeing 737-800s, four 777-
300ERs, four 787-8s, two 787-9s, and
five short-haul De Havilland Canada
Dash-8-400s.

The 10 A350s that Bangladesh has
committed to buy will be comparable
to the Boeing 787s, said pilots.

A presentation given by Dave
Schulte, managing director of
Marketing at Boeing in Dhaka in May,
estimated that having a complex fleet
of five Boeing 787s and five Airbus
A350s would incur additional costs
compared to a “simple fleet” of all
787s.

Biman engineers on condition of
anonymity said currently only four
out of their engineering staff of 60
completed the type-rating training
for A350s.

However, the four only have
partial certification, meaning the
A350s would need a whole new set of
maintenance engineers.

In addition, Biman has a shortage
of ground service operators and
ground service equipment, said
Biman officials.

Biman'’s pilots will also need to be
trained and certified to fly the Airbus
planes. Even cabin crew members
would have to be trained for the
new planes and all these add to the
operational cost.

Tk 4,282cr project for developing Mongla Port

FROM PAGE 1
government. The project deadline is
June 2027.

The objectives of the project are
to enhance the port’s container-
handling capacity with modern
facilities and build container terminal
(jetty), container delivery yard, and
container yard (near the jetty).

Once the project is completed, it will
be possible to provide the port users
with modern services, according to an
assessment of the Planning Commission.

Besides, the project will play an
important role in ensuring proper

and safe handling of containers and
cargoes at the port.

The Tk 2,762.43 crore project for
developing power infrastructure in
the southern part of Chattogram
and Bangabandhu Hi-tech City is
expected to be done by June 2028.

AlIIB will provide Tk 1,696.46 crore
in loan for the project. The rest will be
financed by Bangladesh.

Under the project, power grid will
be developed to meet the growing
demand of electricity in Cox’s Bazar
Sadar and Teknaf wupazilas and
Anwara upazila of Chattogram.

Besides, the project is also aimed
at smooth power supply to different
under-construction economic zones
in the Chattogram region and the
under-construction  Bangabandhu
Hi-tech City in Gazipur’s Kaliakoir.

According to the Planning
Commission, uninterrupted power
supply to different establishments of
the project area will be possible once
the project is implemented.

The government will also
implement the 1484 crore
Strengthening Women’s Ability for
the Productive New Opportunity

(SWAPNO) (Phase-II) project in 283
unions and 32 upazilas of 12 districts.

For the project, the UNDP, the
Swedish embassy and Marico Ltd
will provide Tk 76.79 crore while the
remaining Tk 71.61 crore will be given
by Bangladesh.

Under the project, 10,188 female
beneficiaries will get mobile phones,
their skills will be improved and new
employment opportunities will be
created.

The government is to take up the
project aiming to alleviate poverty of
the rural women.
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This picture was
an appropriate
response to the

BNP leaders’
propaganda that
the government
has no friends.
OBAIDUL QUADER

Awami League general

secretary on the US

President Joe Biden’s
selfie with Sheikh

Hasina

People now
want a change
[of government]
from the bottom
of their hearts.
The time is very
short. Let’s unite
and continue
the struggle [for
democracy].

MIRZA FAKHRUL
ISLAM ALAMGIR
BNP secretary general
on Awami League
government’s misrule

After a long tiring day on the streets, a child, draped in a red blanket, rests on a road divider in the capital’s Manik
Mia Avenue as speeding cars cross him from both sides. The photo was taken recently.

(Clockwise from left) French President Emmanuel Macron is welcomed by musician Rahul Ananda and his wife at their residence in the
capital’s Dhanmondi on Sunday night; Macron takes a selfie with Bangladeshi locals and members of an NGO after a boat ride on the Turag
river, yesterday; following the cruise, the president stops by a local stall to enjoy a plate of shingara, samosa and jilapi.

Dengue cases cross 1.5 lakh

11 more die, 2,944 hospitalised in 24 hours

HELEMUL ALAM

At least 2,944 dengue patients were
hospitalised across the country
yesterday, pushing the total
number of infections to 151,272.

According to data from the
Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), 11 more people
died from the mosquito-borne
disease in 24 hours till 8:00am
yesterday. With the new deaths, the
total number of fatalities rose to
741 this year.

Of the 11 deaths reported
yesterday, seven were reported in
the capital.

This is the deadliest year since
the first recorded Dengue epidemic
in 2000.

Hospitals, especially in Dhaka,
are struggling to accommodate the
large number of patients suffering
high fever, joint pain, and vomiting.

Among the top 10 affected
districts, Dhaka ranked first with
46.34 percent dengue patients of
the total, followed by Chattogram
and Barishal with 4.74 percent and
4.26 percent patients, respectively.

Patuakhali has 2.49 percent
dengue patients, Lakshmipur 1.99
percent, Pirojpur 190 percent,
Chandpur 1.85 percent, Manikganj
1.82 percent, Cumilla 1.75 percent,
and Faridpurl.70 percent.

According to DGHS data, in
terms of hospitalisation, Jatrabari
ranks first among Dhaka city
areas with 17.08 percent patients
this year, while Shabujbag and
Kadamtali rank second and third
with 12.87 percent and 8.29 percent
patients, respectively.

Mohammadpur (4.03 percent),
Khilgaon (3.72 percent), Keraniganj
(3.71 percent), Cantonment (3.54
percent), Uttara (2.92 percent),

ANTI-HARASSMENT COMMITTEES IN RMG SECTOR

[U’s not working properly: study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gender

Anti-harassment

committees

Platform  Bangladesh
organised the event with support
from Mondiaal FNV under the

established

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

handles sexual harassment issues.
Additionally, many factories have of the
anti-harassment

Dhanmondi (2.67 percent), and
Pallabi (2.60 percent) are among
the top ten areas.

Mohammad Harun, a resident
of Jurain, while sharing his ordeal
with this correspondent, said he
has been staying with his infected
nine-year-old child, Md Ramim
at Mugda Medical College and
Hospital for the past 10 days.

He said his wife, Jahanara
Begum, also got infected with the
dengue virus around 20 days ago.
She has now recovered, receiving
treatment at home.

“The insecticides they are using
are useless in killing mosquitos,”
he said criticising the city
corporation’s efforts.

Khadiza Begum, mother of
17-month-old  dengue  patient
Khadimul from Madartek
Chourasta, echoed the same.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

‘A threat to
country’s

sovereignty’

510 SC lawyers
protest global
letter for Yunus
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 510 lawyers of
the Supreme Court have
strongly  protested and
expressed grave concern
at the global leaders’ open
letter to Prime Minister
Sheikh  Hasina  about
the trial proceedings of
the cases against Nobel

Laureate Muhammad
Yunus.

In a statement, the
lawyers, including several
pro-Awami League
counsels, said  the

signatories of the letter
have urged to stay the trial
proceedings of the cases
against Dr Yunus, which
is a clear threat to the
country’s sovereignty and
independence of judiciary.

The lawyers also said the
foreign citizens’ statement
in the letter has been
made in order to protect
the interest of Prof Yunus,

SAGAR RUNI MURDER
Probe report
submission deferred
for 103rd time

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday extended till October 15
the deadline for submitting the probe report of
a case filed over the murders of journalist couple
Sagar Sarowar and Meherun Runi in February 2012.

This is the 103rd extension of the submission
deadline.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Rashidul
Alam passed the order after Rab Additional
Superintendent of Police Khondoker Md Shafiqul
Alam, also the investigation officer of the case, failed
to submit the report yesterday, court sources said.

On August 7 this year, the same court asked
Rab to submit the probe report by September 11.

Earlier, (wo separate courts expressed
dissatisfaction over the probe and the investigators’
failure to unearth the motive behind the murders
and arrest the real culprits.

Sagar, news editor at private TV channel
Maasranga, and his wife Runi, senior reporter
at ATN Bangla, were Kkilled in the early hours
of February 11, 2012, in their rented flat in the
capital’s West Razabazar.

Their only son Mahir Sarowar Megh, then 5,

PHOTO: PID AND AFP

DENGUE CRISIS was home at the time. Nousher Ali Roman, Runi’s
f brother, filed a case with Sher-e-Bangla Police
Re orm Station the following day.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Reporters Unity expressed
health sector concern over the delay in submitting the prove
Say speakers report.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Z.aida takes charge
as GCC mayor

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

The government has
failed to tackle the
dengue outbreak
effectively, said speakers
at an event yesterday.

Although there is )
a need for reforming Zaida Khatun yesterday took charge as the first
the health sector, female mayor of Gazipur City Corporation (GCC).
no major political “We will build a planned city with everyone,

including all the councillors,” Zaida said at City
Hall around 1:00pm, after assuming her role as
mayor.

Former mayor Zahangir Alam, Zaida’s son, said,
“Parliamentary election is ahead of us. Everyone
should work together. Everyone should cooperate
with each other.”

He also sought prayers and good wishes for his
mother.

Later, a reception was accorded to Zaida at
Bangtaj Auditorium in Rathkhola area, in the
southern part of Nagar Bhaban.

party has shown any
concern in this regard,
they said at the event
titled “Compassionate
Bangladesh to Save Lives
fromDengue”,organised
in front of Jatiya Press
Club to protest the
government’s inability
in curbing dengue
infections.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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(AHC) in the garment industry do
not submit their annual reports to
the government. This limits their
transparency and accountability
regarding gender-based violence
experienced by workers, says a
report by the Bangladesh Institute
of Labour Studies.

The study, titled “Effectiveness
of Role Played by Complaint
Committee to Protect Sexual
Harassment at Workplace” was
unveiled during a seminar on the
capital’s Topkhana Road yesterday.

STITCH Programme.

According to the study, members
of anti-harassment committees
are not adequately trained to
investigate such offences, and
they are unaware of the reporting
mechanisms (o the government
authorities.

Moreover, there is very limited
data available on the number of
cases reported and resolved by the
AHC.

Despite the existence of AHC,
factory management often

committees without meeting the
necessary legal requirements,
merely as a response to demands
from their buyers.

Consequently, there is no
clear distinction between the
committees” activities and those of
factory management, as stated in
the report.

Workers are often unaware of
the functions of these committees
and whom to contact with their
complaints  regarding  sexual

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

bypassing the interest
victim labours,

which is unfortunate and

unwarranted.

The statement made
by the foreign citizens
about  the democracy
and elections of
Bangladesh was offensive
to the independence
and  sovereignty  that
Bangladesh had achieved
through  sacrifices  of
millions of lives, the
lawyers  said in  the
statement.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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.................................................... murder ana~ burial duriné E&(i)l[(gglé(; [h&ﬁgrizlligleiigf; ugcfg en[cll;lngdd }cliuman Tiger Response Team Furthermore, for
. Today is the . . Lo C d settlements, he added. (VIRT), Community Patrol the ‘Sundarbans Tiger
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NOTICE : EXTRA-ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING ORDEgﬁ;R_: GENERAL MEETING 34th” death | ox_edr nflghéc interrogation,” - declared  dead,” said OC The project, with a  Group (CPG) will maintain Conservation Project’
anniversary | sa } N Haroon. budget of Tk 35,93,80,000, the fencing, adding that implementation, various
of Dr Najma When  police  were The bodies of Shibli and  Jaunched in March 2022, is

&

Cabet College Club Limited

and Agenda. Honorable Primary Members are requested to

for Permanent Club Complex (Phase-1) at CCCL, Purbachal.

Choudhury, A

memorial lecture will be

Chowdhury was the wile of

returning with Shibli’s body
and the arrested accused

Awami Ainjibi Parishad’s

Umi Ching have been kept
at Chattogram Medical

concern about the safety

aimed at keeping tigers and
humans out of each other’s

Razib said, “The dengue

nylon fencing has worked
well in the Sundarbans
region of West Bengal, India.

corporationsto take effective

equipment such as drone
cameras, satellite trackers,
nylon fences, GPS devices,

NO. CCCL/EGM-2/2023 09" September 2023 eminent to Raozan Police Station  College morgue. _ space. According to the Forest tranquillizing agents for
writer, researcher, | around 1:00am yesterday, Legal steps in  this Anwarul Kadir, director Department, tigers in the tiger sedation, cameras,

An Extra-ordinary General Meeting (EGM-2) of the Club will be playwright and  former agitated lOCle:% mn Kadalpur connection was underway, ofSundarban Academy, told  Sundarbans have entered VTRT equipment, and
o o Colee ot il v e || et G G | st Ui Ching T (e 0Cdded T Ty Sor T Stdas ot ot oy macr,
e * || University’s Institute of rivers and canals are drying  (han 50 times in the past 15 including  clothing and
. . ) Modern Languages (IML). A threat tO Cou ntr up in the Sundarbans, years,withcasualtiesonboth training materials for CPG

EGM-2 will be conducted according to the following Schedule On the occasion, a y allowing easy access for sides during these incidents. members, will be procured.

i i FROM PAGE 3 resident Md Momtaz
bl held at IML auditorium at | The 510 lawyers expected Il)Jddin Fakir  and its Reform health SeCtOr
Lunch will be served from 1330-1500 hours for the member's | | 3:30pm. that the foreign citizens will ~ secretary Md Abdun Nur
present attending the EGM. Nilufar Sultana, relir_ed refrain from “unsolicited Dpulal, and lawyers Sayed FROMPAGE3 Addressing this hunger Consultant at Institute
Date  : 30 Septerber 2023 (Saturday) EFOfCSSOF of  English | incerference in the judicial Ahmed Raza, Md Motaher Meanwhile, farmers’ rights  sirike, Prof Emeritus Serajul - of Epidemiology, Discase
=m0 e epartment at Chittagong | syscem ~of  Bangladesh” Hossain Sazu and Shah Mmovement leader Razib Jslam Choudhury said, Control and  Rescarch
Venue : Cadet College Club, Purbachal University, will deliver this | by w1thdr_aw1ng their - Monjurul Hoque. Hasan ,M-unna anq the  “This is not just a hunger highlighted the absence of
30th memorial lecture. statement in favour of Farlier, 104  Nobel labours’ rights movement gtrike by two persons,rather a well planned healthcare
Aganda ; DU Vice-Chancellor Prof | Muhammad Yunus. Laurcates and 79 other leader Abdullah Al Kafi  thisis a protest on behalf of system in the country and
Consideration and approval of budget for implementation of | | Akhtaruzzaman will chair Signatories ~ of  the global figures in an open Ratan staged a hunger the entire country.” called for an urgent reform
Architectural & Engineering design, Preparation of Bid the programme. statement include senior Jetter to PM Sheikh Hasina strike from 8am-4pm as He urged the government in the health sector to
documents, Construction Supervision & Project Management Dr  Najma Jasmine lawyer and Bangabandhu op August 28 expressed part of the event. as  well as the city ensure equitable access to

healthcare for all.

sd/ Professor Emeritus Serajul | convener M Yusuf Hossain and freedom of Nobel outbreak has taken a measures in eliminating Political willingness is
(TM Shahidul Islam) Islam Choudhury. Humayun, Supreme Court [ aureate Prof Muhammad ~dangerous turn thanks to  Aedes mosquitoes and important in this regard,
Secretary General Bar Association (SCBA)  Yunus. the irresponsibility of the ensure equitable healthcare he added. Leaders from
got;ernment. We want th(;,lm facilities for all. different political and civic
to be compassionate in this Fchoing the same, organisation attended the
. » .
m Id Ian d bq n k Itd Dengue Cases CrOSS regard. Mushtuq Hussain, event.
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BIRDEM GENERAL HOSPITAL

(An Enterprise of Diabetic Association of Bangladesh)
122, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.

B: 41060501-24, Fax: 41060476

Website: www.birdembd.org or www.dab-bd.org

Application Deadline:

Monday, September 25, 2023

To app|y, please visit: 01. | Name of Works Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Electro Medical Equipments for [
http:/www.iub.edu.bd/jobs or scan the QR code L BIRDEM General Hospital. |
| 02, | Invitation Ref. & Dated __BIRF.‘.II-_’H."Pml:hm.e:'"i.ll.]!l.l.'j I‘.)an.d 1 ﬁi:[ﬁtemhel 2023 B 1
03. | Details of Work Procurement & Commissioning of the following cqa.upments
z 2 < Lot: A-Efffuent Treatment Plant (ETP) / WWTP for BIRDEM General Hospital,
S“namgan] lea Parlshad @ Lot: B-Generator for BIRDEM General Hospital,
: Lot: C- Cryostat (Frozen Section) Machine for Histopathology Department.
Sl_,l nam aga nj ot -qm',. Lot: D-Real Time PCR Machine for Microbiology Department. |
- " i s u pos= Lot: E- Five Headed Microscope For Laboratory & Hematology Department. |
www..gpsunamganj.gm.hd Lot: F-LED Light Source for ENT & Surgery Department.
e Wi e Lot: G- High End Ultrasound System Machine for Radiology & Imaging Department. |
&ty T e Lot :H- 110" Multi Touch All-in-one Interactive LED Smart Board with Double Stand |
_ | for BIRDEM General Hospital. |
Memeo No. 46.60.9000.102.14.203.19-386 Date : 11.09.2023 | 04. | Procurement Method | Open Tendering Method (OTM) o ) |
{Iq Source of fund BIRDEM General Hospital
e-Tender Notice (OTM) Number :02/2023-2024 06. | Date of selling of tender | Tender documents will be available from RERISUCIS ded PARUE REOIO S wpA PR on all |
| documents working days (09.00 am to 01.00 pm)
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of |07, | Pric :1“' tender ¢ d';'“'“"“' _| Tk. 5000/ ““ “"“:“““J only. (Non-Refundable)
. . . 8 '.I.'l. I|_|| er rloqmr_{ ate 17 October '2023 [EAHTN] 08.00 AM to 12.00 PM)
followmg words details are given bellow: . 09. | Tender opening  date e AP FEYat 12.30 Noon (In presence of the tenderers or their authorized ugmm
’ | | ifanybody available) 1
SL No Tend.er D Package Number Tender Last Selling Date Tender/proposal 10, | Name & Address of the | Procurement Section at Room: 230 (1" Floor) of OPD Building.
No. Clusing and *’penh‘g | office selling tender BIRDEM General Hospital,
Date | documents | P = N
1l. | Na designation & Prof. M K I Quayyum Choudhury
0 872792 e-gp/ZPS/adp/OTM/W.08 US—?;’:?]B";;:“IJ 05-October-2023 address of official Director General
| % " | 14:00 PM | | | inviting tender BIRDEM General Hospital e
12, | General terms & conditions for the Tenderers:
This is an onliné tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the national e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies (a) The tenderers should be manufacturer or their authorized supplicr/distributor or dealer of the items.
will be ﬂ{:(‘ﬁptﬂd., To Submit e-Tender, registralion in the National e-GP system portai (hnp.‘ﬁwww.eprocure.gov.hd} is | (b} Evaluation will be done by lot wise. Bidder may participate in any & or all lots,
required. The fees: for downloading  the-esTender: Documents: from the National &GP svstem o) have 4o be () Lot wise detail specifications,ferms & conditions,warranty & after sales service shall be enumerated in the tender schedule.
q I A : g : ! Y po (d) The tenderers shall have valid trade license, TIN, VAT & Income Tax Certificate.
depo‘“ted online through any registered bank’s branches up to 0—5--1—-% Time Id.ﬂﬂpm. [e! Detail terms & conditions are mentioned in the Tender documents.

A pre bid meeting will be held on m the room no: 246 at 12.00 hrs.

3% of the quoted amounis have (o be dnm‘umd in lh(" form of Demand Drafi or Pay-order from
any local comm al bank in favour of BIRDEM Ge spital for ench lof separately.
BIRDE '\1 :\ultlmrll:r reserves the right to accept or reject any or all umdt'l s without a ning any reason ther eof,

|
- . =
In case of holiday or any unavoidable circumstances last date of ::Ilnpplng of the tender will be the next working |
day.

: |

. i ik g ; i 13, | Pre bid meeting
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal and from e-GP help desk 14. [ Tondersswmrity

{Helpdesk(@eprocure.gov.bd)

Sd/- L 15 |
Md Golam Mostofa 16
Assistant Engineer
Zila Parishad, Sunamganj
= : 0871-61359 [
ae@zpsunamganj@gmail.com - S

Director General |

BIRDEM General Hospital |
G0-1393 AR LENETRT oaHiny: |
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injured in
road accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Patuakhali

At least 10 journalists
and some of their family
members were injured
in a collision between a
passenger bus and a truck
on the Patuakhali-Kuakata
road in Ballabpur area of
Patuakhali Sadar yesterday.

The accident took place
when the bus carrying the
journalists and their family
members from Kuakata
tried to sidestep a cement-
laden truck coming from
the opposite direction and
skidded off the road.

Sushanto Ghosh,
Barishal correspondent of
The Daily Star, and Monirul
Alam Swapan KhandKkar,
president  of  Barishal
Union of Journalists, are
among the injured. They
were returning to Barishal
boarding two buses after
attending BUJ's bi-annual
conference on September
9 and 10 in Kuakata, they
said.

When one of the buses
reached Ballabpur, an
oncoming  truck  lost
control and collided with
the bus. While the bus tried
to avoid the collision, it
also hit a roadside tree. The
front part of the bus got
twisted, they added.

Police and fire fighters
took the injured (o
Patuakhali Medical College
Hospital.

PRAVER A
TIMING ATT13
SEPTEMBER 12 @

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 435 12-45 430 6-14 745
JAMAAT 5-10 1-15 445 6-17 815

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Fire fighters in a rescue operation after a cement-laden truck lost control and collided with a passenger bus

on the Patuakhali-Kuakata Road in Ballabpur area of Patuakhali Sadar yesterday.

TACKLING HUMAN-TIGER CONFLICT

Nylon fence to be set
up in Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Forest Department has decided to
install nylon net fencing in parts of
the Sundarbans, the world’s largest
mangrove forest, to tackle human-tiger
conflicts.

Initially, a total of 10 kilometres
of nylon fencing will be erected in
the Baidyamari and Dhansagar areas
of East Sundarbans. Later it will be
implemented in the Golakhali area of
the Satkhira range.

This work will start in November this
year, said Abu Naser Mohsin Hossain,
Project Director of Sundarbans Tiger
Conservation Project and Divisional
Forest Officer of Khulna.

Nylon fencing will be put up
experimentally in some places. In total,
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60 km area will be fenced under the
project, he added.

He also said an 8-foot high fence
would be erected so that no cows or
buffalos could enter the Sundarbans.
It will also prevent the tigers from
entering nearby villages.

The move is a part of the Bangladesh
Forest Department’s three-year
‘Sundarbans Tiger Conservation Project’.

He said the local community like the
Village Tiger Response Team (VTRT),
Community Patrol Group(CPG) will
maintain the fencing, adding that
nylon fencing has worked well in the
Sundarbans region of West Bengal, India.

“India’s West Bengal has already
put up nylon net fencing along a 90
stretch of the mangroves there. Since

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Parts of N’ganj to see
12hrs gas outage
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Gas Transmission and
Distribution ~Company
Limited, the areas where
gas supply will remain
off from 10:00am (o
10:00pm today for all kinds of consumers include
Murapara, Baniadi, Mangalkhali, Vayela, Thakur
Barir Tek, Bramhangaon, Chhonabo, Bhulta,
Gawsia, Rupshi, Barpa and Kanchan. Regretting the
temporary inconvenience, the Titas Gas authorities
said Araihazar and its adjoining areas will experience
low pressure in gas supply.

Gas supply will remain suspended for 12 hours today
in different areas of Narayanganj and Rupganj for
emergency pipeline replacement work.

According to a public

the Titas

in agri sector Mob snatches

PHOTO: TITU DAS

highlighted theimportance
of utilising biotechnology
to combat natural disasters
in the agricultural sector.

The dialogue was co-
hosted by the Ministry of
Agriculture, and the US
Department of Agriculture.

US Embassy
d’ Affaires Nathan Flook
Nathan Flook underscored
the importance
biotechnology as a safe
tool to build resilience in
agriculture and enhance
global food security.

Charge

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Say speakers at
Banetadosh US accused from cops,
dialogue beats him to death
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
During a dialogue
yesterday, speakers An angry mob yesterday snatched away an

arrestee, accused in connection with abduction
and murder of a college student, from a police van
and beat him to death.

The deceased, Umi Ching Marma, was arrested
from Rangamati in connection with abduction
and murder of a college student, said Abdullah Al
Haroon, officer-in-charge of Raozan Police Station.

Police also recovered the dismembered body of
Shibli Sadiq Hriday, 20, from a remote hilly area
in Kaokhali upazila of Rangamati, where he was
buried, 13 days after he was abducted from Raozan
of upazila of Chattogram.

Shibli was a student of Kadalpur School and
College in Raozan. He also worked at a chicken
farm, from where kidnappers abducted him on
August 28, demanding a ransom of Tk 15 lakh.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

JRETITA ¥ ZoTefTleT 8 3 hibes

C¥ITS IRETT 99441, DIFT-5019 |

T T A4S g 2028/ 2o

il 3h/ob /o ef:

Qe o e s TG TG afewe g e Fmamons fftg wiore A affe arren & sfewe woy el Feb coe Rk

ISR Tl W R 5 s

T W, (5 9 6 [ wwman |

(TS

=
= Rkl
3 | etk g (g FeeTe)

AT @A 7 - (4T ) 3
Fra-o goo-4% pho/-

f g e 2 ke e o Pl cofsrn el ik Forec i fufiframs s oot ofemDen
) i esfrfenern e el Fore o e e efewTE |
s ofF g o (1 Author) Rusfel w8 wmie)

HEATE R (CFRTEG T
s et faficeen)

SE (A O - (&8 @S
Brar-o foo-49 oo/~

s 5 vl rovw o s cofraen et ot Py wotfs oo ey oot oo
o & w7 iR R o T e i
e o ey g (10 Author) Rasfel s wpfie

ek g | (eferdys
AT S ST
HIE (T % - (0 27}
Frr-o¢ foo-b9 oo/~

fa.u e Fr 79 Gipm « Fafere oot e e e ot ey oot offiios
& niffsjuffaas e misE face o womm e whters |

e i g e (19 Author) e s wfie |

A S (TSR -
A, aTmE s R
STET (T (8 - (B )
Bra-ad foo-49 oo/~

fa a5 T e e o e ooferom i, efie oo e fiongsy o o ffemmies-
o) aE o e R FTE © SR W i |
e« fog s ( 19 Author) Rasfel wds wmifes

T W (T e
(Freatfe )

WIS (A5 O - (ol )
Fre-a¢ foo-b pda/-

fa ani e s p & PP cafvenn ey wefoie o s amfonam sy ot (offeralas.
o e qalan e minE Ry o o i wisw
ey o o g (1% Author) sl s wmfie |

R ST (S (TSR
a5 ) cfemife Feammn)
arserrs el TR
Herorapey| Teftrs o afRTRl
coifETae | Gt coum cofareley
e by

HE [E (% - (v o)
BraT-of foo-by gdo/-

T & 17 o e« el cecomm et Frecomvem Tl o st (voffem) et

e il
w2 ferm © T T i
res < Foemg e ( 14 Author) Feesfif o o

TR W (T )
TE (TTH 9 - (4T )
-0t ton-o0ie/-

fo 4 5 5 g ore o P ot e e fid vt | e (o el e
e fedh |

wefi e o 2o v wiewe |

red o g &9 (10 Author) Rl s wmais

i i '4251-;'3 o s cafibren apmbwe aeceres ol o e s ol (afbenf®)
R WA TR

wefitt o o T TR S

s o aree v vog o ey e (12 Author) faeefeB b wfve |

Gre-of foo-b9 gdo/-

T w5 12 g Form o e cofisram et s Pl vy o o mfacn (e
i) T e Fdl o

wefikt e o ToT T weEe

ey« g am o o0 g garen | 10 Author) TaeafEB) sd s |

e W (e
SE (A 08 - (0 ()
Fran-o¢ goo-49 oo/

fir o T 1 v Srarw o Fivafiry (ufisraen recatione rmvasn el o ol /e aufiom
(PG ) v woe el |

wefil e o 0T e Wi |

T o e T W M e e (1 Author) Roeh e wae

M-8, 30,0000,00¢. 53,03, 30-oo

www.dncc.gov.bd

A feefe

oot Oea it srfices

26 THAG-2Y, [@TC RHBY, GEHAT-2, T

“ ooz g el
a7 graE Byfe”

) 39 EH Y890
3 CTUENA 2030

g FEaTE e 9w yo TR soxef: TRTE 8b.00.0000.090.53.003%,25- 90 THE “UEERLE &1 WHHW WU o Buw Y e whhd s
fafiTeT, 203 WP TR S G ST At waaEe Al W o 203e FINE STEW (FE (RN A R w e e e
e e capTeT, T @ METEE ST AT HFE A 0 (U AR e $4] A

T SR { L)
WE (A (6 - (L8 E)
Frav-of foo-&9 odo/-

7o 1% = 7 Jre o e (oo el Frovered fult ou) i (G i) e woomme fdly
wefult e o wo g wiae |
s i s T wog M e e (10 Author) RedfeB w5 wrfae |

T T o8 - (4 )
Brero¢ goo-44 sho/-

T 5 2 o s o e oo e, ot Pl ooy /P | f (remmnedfom)
o T e |
=@ f o o v wfEwE)

o e o g a1 Author) Rafe e st

TErar ([ THEE)
WIE (A (8 {7 2F)
Sra-adono-baBio/-

fagufets vy « Frfigrs oo pepte Freveer (e v miss fwm o awfifm (1)
‘avvpay Fereman-Bw o ot Rt o sere woioe e wfowren

BrT-ap000-4e8ho /-

R wis Jye o Prefbpe ofcen o yreceren Falt v il fomy ool aehim g
(e wen e Pl fu® fone o woE T e

g (P e
oE (A (9% (7E)
FF-apooo-kaRsa -

faaufel = Sy o frafigy ofiver amgmbs e 8 v il fam gy auifaey (il
Tl ) wE T fd wfil e o ST T i

AELR |FEeS 5 S
w7 G O (9 )
B ahose-oda)-

Refeh w6z digr « Fafepr ofte s goem e o = foo ofe)
oo e e ) e Srnen Tl e G TR e e Feeacet oy
& A o e

(el i)
ST (A (9 - (3 5T
B33 poo-d¢ obo/-

Fwief 67 §o « iy ofere amems |
i e 3 Ju0W G ) WRFEE0E § TEEE TR Wit |

A cifeTen AT ()
wiEhe o o9 - (0 (2E)
FrEl-38 poo-ie oo/~

feonfet v figs « Frftgs e ot
ST & T G Wi

wrR cfbree o
(s wfE arpe )
WTET (7T (W - (3 )
B1#1-33 so0-¢8 pbo/-

Feefih w8 g « Fefigs ot ames
s arepierace e G <

wa
3 | SRS SR AR AV 608 5 |
3| HEw FEW www.bshi.org bd T8 SN FEE W WEMEIE F8T T2 SITE 29/ok/ 3oae TR T (S TR aino WS 505 @ aiooWE)

s s e B e )

& | S T e S s e wiR (00 o oneie sl v i) s s

0.3 7 (TS (RTTSTE FRRD SUAT (R ST )
.3 T (T 0 (v D) s e uf

.4 TR (SfETe 8 ceBm WE (TRanfEi) v Fefeye e weEhY

.8 i e e

0. WEFam sfewma prmaa B saremaem oThersi s e sdw s aiftey w;

o GrpETE el (R T T e

g1 et e B A s o o aprree & EARTER o SR ¢oo/- (SfiTe) TR T oo e ST TAT O G

T HTFR AT Rir TEAATET 5 (% (2038) et carsat
Bl
- -] L] B 14 B
5. SR e () oH o I 23000-20okof- | A Aew fryfavem give o e wae Rl
Assistant Engineer (Civil) = 91 e FfEare gree 1 e
a, | e s (R 64 w0 TR 2ooo-eakol- | (T Fgw FfwEm wite fge e W
Assistant Engineer (Electrical) s @it 91 wEweE FEtare gree a1 e
fiefay |
-, FEEMT SR (A1) o3 o T 23000-tgokel- | (AT WyE FyfwEy e R arFeE W
Assistant Engineer (Mechanical) g At a1 T FfEtare [rew 1 e
|
8. | Tu-ww e o9 oo TE 23000-¢oobsf- | (F) A WgE fufamem 2are W e et
(Deputy Taxation Officer) s felaares gres (=) =1 waaeE el
fedm o @1 e FfEte o gremmm T
T f6fn am () v afs e aFwEEE
=iEEEay e |
¢, | F6 FnrEe e o) @ T Anoo-teckel- | GFF FPT e wive el 3 3 one
{Insect Control Officer) fw we fdw et @ mew Bfefe e
ArECETET A fiefar
b, | combfEm wfad o o IGTW | Weso-teckel- | (W) EE Tyw Fefmm T o e e
(Veterinary Officer) Wy ST et A1 e Hetare mee @
o fBfh ay
() cEBlE=Er FIEEE 97 e o |
q, | Te-ATEE ATETET () ¥4 oo T Sbooo-ctrbBof- | R AEE SRR TACOBES @ dfeRE TEre 4w
Sub-Assistant Engineer (Civil) e feram
b, | T st (R o8 o T Meooo-strbBof- | (Il Hpw sl TGRS @1 afed 2ive fr
Sub-Assistant Engineer (Electrical) ST BT |
b, | SO-Eem et (uiew) e oo TP Meooo-ShrbBol- | (Al WFE WE IAGGLET A1 eiebE TaCe
Sub-Assistant Engineer HIfE, “ews I WHTHEE e feremr |
(Mechanical)

fafE-yons

TR AT 7 EiTee e FEEE 3t vo/eovelds R 600 wfhE
e franesta carsiret, <9 @ =rEadig ol werfs feuwfhre emasEs (www.dnce.gov.bd) @ e T |

(‘%%m@

T W e
o ()

(FE rhro8hoo
secretary@dncc.qov.bd

Tl i (T T 02 ) WA WO Y WY W0 0
¢ s i e gfemmsn su-am G e i g seoas o-ss e aliver ownn TETIT e SRR SorPERD e it
iR ) o MIS 7T TE0E WE GBI WEweRE A T Smeds wiit B < owmor e o s w1t wie e
FERAE TE S WA
oA o e @ SRR et e oo e ferdemm |
firdyedit sriven offire wowra o adines o e e smm s ma W
Tafis st +r e o o e A e ey e s s e T o w
Terrt Forsefe e @ oo 2 1 3 wm s Fome e seream
it effirn wemPin ) e s we o ca e el o e ey e e e i o e afion e e S e s

wdore Framere s T idfices Fbd #8hem we et e

R () (R R W
AT

e Bra weTEm | EERE




City

DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

Ty S AR I S & EN I ER IAINMEN I
The Baily Star
» o Ll » L]
The story of Emmanuel Macron’s visit to Rahul Ananda’s residence
“I gifted him DOWEL BISWAS . - music, or life as a whole,” said Rahul.
an Ektara, ............. e “Although, the instance [hat | gO[ to
M . Situated in Dhanmondi 32 is a 140-year- know his interest in visiting my studio
acronis a old one-story house with a rather through Ambassade De France Au
good student, peculiar  outlook. Unconventional Bangladesh, I felt rather curious.”
said Rahul. flowers like lilies, marigolds, roses lying Macron came (o know about Rahul
“I showed indifferently at its premises. This is at an event organised by Ambassade
him h where prominent artiste and musician De France Au Bangladesh. “In my
im now Rahul Ananda, with his wife and son is performance, I incorporated different
to play the residing for years, and this is where he self-made musical ins[rumen[s'
mstrument, makes his music. ) including one made of 67 parts of a
and he caught However, in the evening yesterday, bicycle. He came across a video recording
the idea and this house was the centre of attention. of that event, and got interested in
As unconventional as it sounds, the meeting me. After that, the French
played tl.le President of France, Emmanuel Macron, Embassy Look care of the rest,” Rahul
same note in deliberately asked for an invitation here said. '
a matter of and was welcomed as an old friend by Rahul began their conversation by
minutes,” he the‘ family. — ) ) playing his trusty flute. “He was curious
added An artiste’s visit to another” the title about the instruments I make, I showed
. may seem curious to many. To which

Rahul Ananda’s house.

PHOTO: ARSHADUL HOQUE ROCKY

PHOTO: COURTESY OF PID

Rahul replied, “Curious..? 1 feel that
i's quite natural. As a representative
of my culture, people, and country,
my studio has been blessed by the
presence of many foreign dignitaries
and ambassadors in the past.”

“I cannot say how or why President
Emmanuel Macron decided to meet me.
Although I feel as a musician himself; it
was quite natural for him to connect
with another,” Rahul continued with
his welcoming smile.

“I am accustomed to getting invited
to sing and perform for them, but it
seemed quite atypical to get to know
that President Macron wants to visit
my studio to see how I build musical
instruments and songs there.”

“He didn’t want me to perform for
him, but just to know how I create
music and where. So, I prepared as
much as I could at my house, which is
a 140-year-old broken-down one, to
welcome my guest.

Rahul continued, “Then I thought
a musician is coming to another’s
house, and thus, there is nothing to be
prepared for. He should visit us as we
are, asitis.”

Buthow doesanartiste really prepare
his home and studio to welcome the
President of France, Emmanuel Jean-
Michel Frédéric Macron?

The  multi-instrumentalist  and
front-man of the urban folk group Joler
Gaan said with his evergreen, graceful

PHOTO: COURTESY OF PID
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smile, “Just like I invite and welcome
any other person into my home, be it
a teenager, rickshaw puller or a youth
admirer of my music.”

“My home has always been open
to people who wanted to talk to me
and catch a conversation regarding

him my recent instruments, namely
Mulkuli, Draupdi, Churinda, Pagla etc.”

“I gifted him an Ektara. Macron is
a good student, said Rahul, adding, “I
showed him how to play the instrument,
and he caught the idea and played the
same note in a matter of minutes.”

Macron did not come empty-handed
either; he gifted Rahul a pen with his
name embedded in it. “President Macron
asked me to open the gift and muttered
in my ears that he himself uses this pen.
Macron murmured that he wants me to
write poetry and songs with this pen and
asked me to show him those the next
time he visits me.

Macron also wrote a letter to Rahul’s
son, Tota. “This letter is exclusive to my
son, and he shouldn’t show it to anyone,”
Rahul said, while laughing his heart out.

To answer why he thinks President
Macron visited him, the artiste started
playing one of his instruments and
answered with a prose of Lalon geeti,
“Zaar Mormo sey zodi na koy saddho
kar ke janite pay...” (which loosely
translates to— If one does not know
their own worth, who will?).

Rahul Ananda concluded on a
serious note, “I don’t actually know.
I am just doing my work. Some of my
work takes me to places, into some
people’s minds and lives, and that’s how
I connect to people myself, spiritually
and philosophically. That is the wonder
of music and life for me, and I feel that
is what connected us both.”

NEWS

Biden

FROM PAGE 12
“As I always do, I raised the
importance of respecting human
rights and the vital role the civil
society and a free press have in
building a strong and prosperous
country with PM Modi,” he said.
According to the joint statement
issuedonFridayafterModiand Biden
held bilateral talks, “The leaders re
emphasised that the shared values
of freedom, democracy, human
rights, inclusion, pluralism, and
equal opportunities for all citizens
are critical to the success of our
countries enjoy and that these
values strengthen our relationship.”
Biden also talked about the
“significant business” he had done
in India during the G20 Summit.

Kohli, Rahul

FROM PAGE 1
delayed start.

Kohli and Rahul saw off the threat of
Pakistan’s pace attack, missing Rauf due
(o a right flank problem, and the duo
targeted the spinners on an improving
wicket to post 356-2 in 50 overs.

Rahul and Kohli’'s unbeaten 233-
run partnership for the third wicket
was the highest stand in the Asia Cup.

India raised the tempo amid the
threat of more showers and cruised to
the 300-run mark in 45 overs before
Rahul reached his sixth hundred.

Kohli then became the fifth
batsman and the quickest to make
13,000 runs in the format and
celebrated his own century shortly
afterwards, pumping his fists before
raising his hands to huge roars at the
R Premadasa Stadium.

He finished with a flourish, carting
Faheem Ashraf for two fours --
including one from a free hit -- and a
huge shot over the ropes at the end of
the final over.

Djokovic wins

FROM PAGE 12

“I’s hard to describe. I'm really living
my childhood dream to compete at
the highest level in this sport.

“I never imagined I would be
standing talking about 24 Grand
Slams but the last couple of years
I've felt I have a chance and I have a
shot at history and why not grab it.”

The Serbian is the first man to
win three Grand Slam events in the
same season four times, crowning
his impending return to world
number one in the most fitting of
ways inside Arthur Ashe Stadium.

ADC Harun suspended

FROM PAGE 1
Harun deleted it,” he said.

After indiscriminate beatings,
when Naeem fell on the ground,
the policemen struck his face with
a weapon’s butt. At one point, he
passed out.

BCL leaders who spoke to The Daily
Star said Harun and a female police
official, ADC Sanjida Afrin, were at
Birdem hospital on Saturday evening.
Around 8:30pm, the female official’s
husband, a BCS cadre officer, went
there along with the two BCL leaders
and an altercation ensued between
the ADC and the BCS cadre.

The ADC called members of
police and took the two BCL leaders
to Shahbagh Police Station around
9:00pm where police tortured them
for about an hour, BCL leaders alleged.

Contacted last night, ADC Sanjida
said she went to Birdem for treatment.
As Harun was her colleague and in

charge of that zone, he helped her
getting the doctor’s appointment
there. Her husband and some BCL
leaders went there out of the blue,
and picked a fight.

She said she is yet to give her
version of the event to the DMP probe
committee.

Talking to this correspondent at
the hospital yesterday, a relative of
Naeem said they were not thinking
about filing a case at this moment,
as Naeem’s treatment is their first
priority. They would decide about it
after talking with the BCL leaders.
BCLKEEPS FAITH IN POLICE PROBE
BCL President Saddam Hossain
and General Secretary Sheikh Wali
Asif Inan yesterday spoke with DMP
Commissioner Khandaker Golam
Faruqg at the DMP headquarters
about the police brutality.

Briefing media after the meeting,
Saddam said they have faith in the

Macron’s day out

FROM PAGE 1

connect the people with the
things that shape their lives,” a
IFrench embassy official told this
correspondent.

Right after the official banquet at
the Hotel InterContinental, he took
a tour of Dhanmondi, a residential
and commercial area known for
its central location and cultural
vibrancy.

The origins of Dhanmondi can be
traced back to the late 1950s when
the government of East Pakistan
developed it as a centrally planned
and residential area to house the
city’s top bureaucrats.

He took an evening stroll on
Dhanmondi streets and around
Dhanmondi Lake before meeting the
artists of the famous musical band
Joler Gaan.

Rahul Ananda of Joler Gaan
collaborated with Alliance Francaise
for “Musical Rickshaw” through
which he turned rickshaws into
musical instruments.

“That’s how Rahul and some other
artists were chosen for the interaction
with the president.”

An overwhelmed Rahul welcomed
Macron with flower petals. He played
flutes for the president and sang
songs including one of Lalon Shah.

Rahul gifted Bangladesh’s ektara
to Macron and shared the origins of

the instrument. Macron also tried to
play it with the help of Rahul.

Before leaving his studio, President
Macron gifted him a pen.

“This is the most beautiful gift
from French President Macron: a pen.
He made me commit that I will write
songs and poems with this pen -- of
nature and life -- and he will one day
listen to those songs. Let the earth
be beautiful,” Rahul wrote on his
Facebook wall.

While  Macron’s jaunt to
Dhanmondi was disclosed in
advance, his Turag river cruise came
as a surprise.

After the bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Macron
went to the Turag river and took a ride
on a traditional panshi boat operated
by Contic, a sister concern of NGO
Friendship, around noon.

During the boat journey jointly
organised by the French embassy in
Dhaka and Friendship, the panshi
boat departed with Macron from
Mirpur’s Bara Bazar Eco Park dock
and traversed through the Karnatali
river that flows past Kaundia union in
Savar.

Hasan Mahmud, the information
and broadcasting minister; Saber
Hossain  Chowdhury MP; Marie
Masdupuy, the French ambassador
to Bangladesh; and Runa Khan, the
founder of Friendship, accompanied

departmental investigation of the
DMP, and decided not to file any
criminal case over the incident.

“The DMP commissioner assured
us that the departmental enquiry will
ensure maximum legal punishment,”
he said.

He also denied that the BCL
discouraged the victim’s family to file
any cases.

Asked about involvements of other
police officers in the torture, DMP
Joint Commissioner Biplob Kumar
Sarker said, “The investigation will
find out who played what role. The
DMP commissioner assured of
maximum actions against them
based on the probe report.”

Harun has long made headlines for
his high-handedness.

Over the last couple of years, he
has developed a habit of beating
and assaulting teachers, journalists,
lawyers, protesting students,

the president on the trip,among others.

The boat ride gave him a chance
to enjoy the scenic beauty of rural,
riverine Bangladesh.

They also enjoyed various
festivities including a boat race,
a musical performance featuring
traditional instruments and baul
folk songs, and a live demonstration

opposition politicians, and even his
colleagues.

Last year, a video of him slapping a
police officer went viral on social media.

InMarch thisyear, Harunreportedly
led a police attack on journalists and
lawyers during the Supreme Court
Bar Association election. One of the
victims, a senior reporter at ATN News,
said he complained to senior police
officials about Harun’s assault, but no
action was taken.

BCL FACTIONS ANGRY

At least 10 residential hall units of
BCL in Dhaka University condemned
the police assault. But the BCL did not
issue any statement over the incident
yet, much to the anger of a section
BCL leaders and activists.

However, BNP’s student wing
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Chhatra Union issued separate
statements condemning the attack.

Over the last two days, Saddam

of local fishing techniques during
the cruise.

“The president also had an in-depth
exchange of the climate change impacts
in Bangladesh and the ways how the
words can be turned into actions when
it comes (o saving the earth as well as
adaptation to climate change,” the
French embassy official added.

Irregularities in good faith!

FROM PAGE 12

For this violation, a complaint
was filed against the PD with the
fisheries  department, prompting
the authorities to conduct an
investigation. A one-member

committee with Md Shahed Alj,
deputy director (Finance & Planning)
of the department, on September 3
was asked to submit its probe report
in three working days.

According to the complaint
document obtained by The Daily
Star, the rent-a-car firm received
Tk 120,000 per month since March
this year. It continued receiving the
money until the matter came to light.

Speaking to this newspaper,
Ashikur said he received Tk 50,000
per month from the car rental
company.

“Since the fisheries department
could not manage a suitable car for
rent within the allocated budget, I

gave the vehicle to the rent-a-car firm
in good faith.”

Asked about returning the car
provided by the department, he said
he thought using that “old” car would
be risky.

“That’s why I communicated this
to the higher authorities and the
vehicle was later sent to another
department,” the PD said.

Regarding the violation of the
Government  Servants (Conduct)
Rules-1979, Ashikur claimed that he
was not aware of it.

Probe body chief Shahed Ali
yesterday said he already submitted
the report. He, however, refused to
disclose the findings.

KH Mahbubul Haque, director
general of the Department of
Fisheries, said they received the probe
report and sent it to the fisheries and
livestock ministry for next course of
action.

Hossain and Sheikh Wali = Asif
met the home minister and the
DMP  commissioner, demanding
punishment of the police officials.

But some BCL leaders and activists
say the central leaders are not sincere
enough to ensure justice. A section
of BCL leaders even took to social
media to mock the BCL president and
secretary.

Talking to reporters yesterday,
Saddam said they were showing
responsibility. However, a section is
trying to fish in troubled waters over
the incident.

In another development, Golam
Mostafa, inspector (operations) of
Shahbagh Police Station, was last
night transferred to DMP’s Central
Reserve Office over torturing BCL
leaders.

Farlier, while talking to reporters,
injured BCL leader Anwar identified
Mostafa as one of the torturers.

Steps taken to rein

FROM PAGE 12
and cottage, small, and medium-
sized industries, he said.

Replying to another question from
ruling party MP Mozaflar Hossain,
the finance minister said a task force
was formed in 2009 to solve the
problems of ailing industries.

According o the task force’s
decision, circulars were issued to
write off loans taken out by 279 ailing
garment factories in 2011 and 2015.
One hundred circulars were also
issued in 2011 and 2015 to write off
the loans of textile factories.

Replying to another question from
Awami League MP Kazim Uddin
Ahmed, Kamal said Tk 35,000 crore
has been allocated for loans under
the agricultural and rural loan policy
and programme this fiscal year.

Responding to a question from
AL MP Samil Uddin Ahmed, Posts
and Telecommunications Minister
Mustafa Jabbar said the current
mobile phone call rate was determined
in 2018 after analysing the market and
SOcio-economic situation.

“There are no plans to revise the
call rate right now.”

The minister said the maximum
call rate is Tk 2 per minute and the
minimum is Tk 0.45. Even though the
maximum price is Tk 2, the carriers
design packages at rates less than Tk
1 per minute due to competition.



INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

BHADRA 28, 1430 BS
@he Baily Star

S CHINA SEA ROW
US, Vietham
warn against
‘threat or
use of force’

AFP, Hanoi

The United States and
Vietnam yesterday warned
against the “threat or use
of force” in the disputed
South China Sea, days after
the latest clash involving
Chinese vessels.

President  Joe  Biden
and Vietnam’s Communist
Party chief Nguyen Phu
Trong said the competing
claims on the strategic
waterway must be settled
under international norms.

Beijing claims almost
the entire sea, through
which trillions of dollars
in trade passes annually,
and has ignored an
international court ruling
that its assertion has no
legal basis.

Firefighters and police perform at the 9/11 Memorial and Museum at the Ground Zero site in lower
Manhattan, New York City, US yesterday, during commemoration ceremonies for the 22nd anniversary of
the attacks. PHOTO: AFP

Taiwan detects
39 Chinese
warplanes,
carrier

AFP, Taipei

Taiwan said yesterday it
had detected 39 Chinese
warplanes and an aircraft
carrier near the island
after a US destroyer and a
Canadian frigate transited
through the Taiwan Strait
over the weekend.

Between Sunday and
yesterday morning, 26
aircraft and 13 warships
were operating around
the island, while another
18 planes were detected
since the early hours of
yesterday, according (o
Taiwan’s defence ministry.

China’s Shandong
carrier was also detected
yvesterday  around 60
nautical miles southeast of
Taiwan’s Eluanbi, sailing
eastward and entering the
Western Pacific for training,

“The

underscored
unwavering

support

leaders
their

for
resolution

Climate change fuelling rights

the ministry added.

China claims self-ruled
Taiwan as its territory and

the peaceful
of disputes in accordance
with international law,
without the threat or use
of force,” Biden and Trong
said in a joint statement.

They also called for
“freedom of navigation and
overflight and unimpeded
lawful commerce in the
South China Sea”.

The statement came a
day after Biden and Trong
struck a deal to deepen
cooperation, seen as a way
to counter China’s growing
assertiveness in the region.

Washington is at
loggerheads with Beijing on
a range of issues including
trade, security, human
rights and climate change.

emergencies: UN rights chiel

AFP, Geneva

Climate change is sparking human
rights emergencies in numerous
countries, the UN rights chief said
yesterday, stressing the need (o
fight the impunity of those who
“plunder our environment”.

Speaking before the United
Nations Human Rights Council,
Volker Turk pointed to recent
examples of  “environmental
horror that is our global planetary
crisis”.

He described visiting Basra,
Iraq, where date palms once lined
canals, but now “drought, searing
heat, extreme pollution and fast-

depleting supplies of fresh water
are creating barren landscapes of
rubble and dust”.

“This spiralling damage is a
human rights emergency for Iraq,
and many other countries,” he said
in his address opening the 54th
council session in Geneva.

“Climate change is pushing
millions of people into famine. It
is destroying hopes, opportunities,
homes and lives. In recent months,
urgent warnings have become
lethal realities again and again all
around the world,” Turk said.

“We do not need more warnings.
The dystopian future is already
here. We need urgent action now.”

Turk was speaking after the G20
at the weekend failed to commit to
a phase-out of fossil fuels.

At a time when the ravages of

climate change are forcing more
and more people to leave their
homes, Turk said he was “shocked
by the nonchalance” seen towards
surging numbers of migrant
deaths.
“It is evident that far more mi-
grants and refugees are dying, un-
noticed,” he said, pointing to the
more than “2,300 people reported
dead or missing in the Mediterra-
nean this year, including the loss
of more than 600 lives in a single
shipwreck off Greece in June.”

has vowed to take it one day
by force il necessary.

In recent years, Beijing
has ratcheted up military
and political pressure on
Taiwan, often conducting
naval exercises to coincide
with  any  diplomatic
engagements with Taipei.

Taiwan said 22 of the
39 planes it had recently
detected  crossed  the
median line of the Taiwan
Strait.

“The military is closely
monitoring the situation
and has tasked aircraft,

navy vessels, and land-
based missile  systems
to respond,” Taiwan’s

defence ministry said in a
statement.

ECONOMIC CORRIDOR
Modi hails Saudi

ties after ‘historic’
route unveiled

AFP, New Delhi

India hailed its “strategic” partnership with oil-
rich Saudi Arabia yesterday, days after unveiling a
major trade and transport route linking Furope,
the Middle East and India as part of a broad
alliance. “Together, we made the historic start to
establish an economic corridor,” Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi told Saudi Arabia’s de
facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
in New Delhi. On Saturday, the pair took part
alongside other G20 leaders in the unveiling of
ambitious plans to create a modern-day Spice
Route, boosting trade ties with potentially wide-
ranging geopolitical implications. “This corridor
will not only connect the two countries, but
economic cooperation, digital connectivity
between Asia, West Asia and Europe,” Modi added.
India and Saudi Arabia, along with the US, the EU,
the UAE and others launched the initiative to link
railways, ports, electricity and data networks and
hydrogen pipelines.

POWERFUL STORM, FLOODS

150 people killed in
Libya in two days

REUTERS, Benghazi

A powerful storm and heavy floods have killed 150
people in the eastern Libyan city of Derna over the
last two days and the death toll is expected to rise
to 250, the head of the Red Crescent in Benghazi
said yesterday. Footage on social media showed
people stranded on the roofs of their vehicles
as Storm Daniel hit Benghazi, Sousse, Al Bayda,
Al-Marj and Derna, a city on the Mediterranean
some 250 km (150 miles) east of Benghazi. “We
recorded at least 150 deaths after the collapse of
buildings. We expect death toll to rise to 250. The
situation is very catastrophic,” the Red Crescent’s
Kais Fhakeri told Reuters. The toll in other areas
was not immediately clear. Heavy floods washed
away vehicles, footage broadcast by eastern Libya’s
Almostkbal TV showed.
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Bangladesh-France
ties on right track

Greater French investment
vital in achieving our
development goals

We are delighted to see the increased prospect of trade and
connectivity between Bangladesh and France following the
two-day visit of French President Emmanuel Macron. This is
the first visit by a French president to Dhaka in 33 years, which
demonstrates the growing importance of Bangladesh in the
region. We also recall with gratitude the French support for
the people of Bangladesh during our Liberation War in 1971.
Against this backdrop, the positivity expressed on both sides
in Dhaka promises to usher in a new era of partnership based
on mutual trust and interest. And although it is yet to reach
the level of a “strategic” one, both sought to advance it by
signing (wo bilateral instruments to enhance cooperation in
different fields including infrastructure and satellite.

The Bangladesh government, as Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said while welcoming her French counterpart, sees
Macron’s “push for strategic autonomy” to be in alignment
with our own foreign policy. Later, she again noted his support
for Bangladesh’s sovereign policy independence. It cannot be
denied that any strategy of non-interference at this particular
time comes with a political caveat for local observers, with
Bangladesh preparing for its next parliamentary election in
five months, but it also strengthens our position as a nation
as Bangladesh tries to diversify its partnerships and navigate
through an increasingly complex geopolitical landscape,
while the Western world, including France, focuses more on
South Asia to advance their Indo-Pacific vision.

Geopolitical strategies are fraught with competing
interests. But there are rich dividends to be reaped by
strategic cooperation in areas of mutual interest. On Monday,
Bangladesh and France, in further acknowledgement of the
potential of their growing ties, signed those two bilateral
instruments, including a credit facility agreement between
Bangladesh’s Economic Relations Division (ERD) and the
France Development Agency (AFD) on “Improving Urban
Governance and Infrastructure Program”. The other one is
a Letter of Intent (LOI) on cooperation between Bangladesh
Satellite Company Limited (BSCL) and Airbus Defence and
Space SAS, France related to the Bangabandhu-2 Earth
Observation Satellite System. A number of vital areas of
cooperation were also discussed during bilateral talks,
including climate change, energy, security, etc. According to
a report quoting the residence of the French president, the
country has big plans for investments in strategic projects
in Bangladesh, including nuclear power, hydropower, and
aeronautics.

Itis because of such collaboration that total trade between
the two countries soared from €210m in 1990 to €4.9b in
20283, with France being the 5th country for exports. Evidently,
the possibilities are endless if both countries, especially
Bangladesh, continue to explore and engage in mutually
beneficial projects. We hope this spirit of collaboration will
keep on enriching both of our nations.

ADC Harun’s
infamy finally gets
noticed

Why was his excessive use of
force not addressed before?

After numerous allegations of abuse of authority against
Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police (ADC) Harun-
or-Rashid, we are relieved to see that his violent tendencies
have finally gotten the police administration’s attention.
According to media reports, Harun was transferred less
than 24 hours after he tortured two members of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) at Shahbagh police station on Saturday
evening. A three-member probe committee was formed by
police to look into the matter, and on Monday afternoon, the
home ministry suspended Harun.

Over the past few years, ADC Harun has racked up an
“impressive” record with his abusive behaviour. There have
been a number of media reports detailing how he assaulted
students, teachers, journalists, members of opposition
parties — anyone who protested on a public issue or against
a government policy. His excessive use of force has been
brought to the notice of police higher-ups many times, but in
vain. In one instance last year, he even slapped a fellow police
member, the video of which went viral. When this issue was
raised before the then DMP commissioner, he categorically
said no action would be taken against the ADC. In March this
year, Harun reportedly led a police attack on journalists and
lawyers during the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA)
election. One of the victims, a senior reporter at ATN News,
said he had complained to senior police officials about
Harun’s assault, but no action had been taken.

However, we find it curious that after all the failed attempts
to draw attention to his abuse of power, the police authorities
decided to act only when he assaulted two members of the
ruling party’s student wing. Does this not imply that due
process against an act of injustice was taken based on political
considerations?

That ADC Harun has broken rules by overexerting his
authority on a number of occasions should have been
addressed a long time ago. We urge the police administration
to pay heed to all complaints of police misdemeanour and
brutality with the same fervour that they did in the case
of ADC Harun. They must remember that their primary
obligation is to the citizens of the country, not the ruling
party.

All that went wrong lor

MACRO MIRROR

Dr Fahmida Khatun
is the executive director at the
Centre for Policy Dialogue and

non-resident senior fellow of the
Atlantic Council.

FAHMIDA KHATUN

The somewhat comfortable
macroeconomic situation that
Bangladesh -~ with high economic
growth, low inflation, and good foreign
exchange reserves —was experiencing for
the last few years has now disappeared.
The economic pressure came from
high global commodity prices, high
imported inflation, and supply chain
disruptions. But Bangladesh is not the
only country feeling the pressure -
every country, rich and poor, has been
struggling to recover from the fallout of
the pandemic and war in Ukraine.

However, while countries like Sri
Lanka - on the verge of an economic
collapse - have begun to turn around,
Bangladesh’s economy is still facing
difficulties on many accounts. The
fiscal year 2022-23 ended with several
disquieting factors on the economic
front. Most of these problems could
not be handled properly due to policy
failures.

Notwithstanding marginal fluxes,
high inflation has remained a prevailing
concern. The Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS) reported that the
monthly average inflation was 9.02
percent as of June 2023, surpassing
both the government’s projected rate
of 5.6 percent for FY2023 mentioned
in the finance minister’s budget speech
and the central bank’s projection of
7.5 percent in the Monetary Policy
Statement for January to June 2023. To
compare, in FY 2022, average inflation
was 6.15 percent. Worryingly, latest BBS
estimates reveal that average inflation
in August 2023 was 9.92 percent while
food inflation went as high as 12.54
percent.

Policymakers continue (o ascribe
the escalation of prices to exogenous
factors such as high import prices
of essential commodities. However,
global prices have been on a downward
trend for several months now. Hence,
Bangladesh’s inflation cannot be
attributed to highimport costsanymore.
But prices of domestically produced
commodities are continuously rising
despite ample local production. Market
manipulators creating a supply crisis
and the inability of policymakers to take
any measures against them have left
common people undone, since wages
have not increased as inflation has.

Most countries, following the Ukraine
war, adopted a contractionary monetary
policy to control money supply in
their respective markets. In contrast,
Bangladesh Bank kept interest rates
fixed at nine percent for lending and six
percent for deposits. High inflation and
alow lending rate made money cheaper,
encouraging people to borrow. As such,
broad money supply (M2) increased to
10.48 percent in FY2023 compared to
9.43 percent in FY2022. BB kept the
lending rate low under pressure from
the business community. On the other
hand, depositors were losing money
due to high inflation, which has eroded
their purchasing power. Finally in July,
Bangladesh Bank adopted a market-
based interest rate policy as part of an
IMF conditionality for the $4.7 billion
loan.

The external sector also has a relation
with inflation. Our foreign exchange
reserve is increasingly shrinking. With
a reserve of $41.8 billion in June 2022,
the country was comfortable in terms
of spending for its imports and external

payments. The gross official forex
reserve reached $31.20 billion in June.

Bug, in July, the central bank started
to calculate the forex reserve as per
the IMF’s Balance of Payments and
International  Investment  Position
Manual (BMP6) method. According
to this, our reserve had declined to
$28.06 billion by August 30. BB has
now excluded the amount disbursed
for export development funds, foreign
currency loans to local banks, and other
funds which are not readily available for
use. In the past, the inclusion of these
funds made the forex reserve look larger
than it actually was.

For the past several years, Bangladesh
enjoyed stability in its external sector
even during periods of relatively
low export performance or sluggish
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growth in remittance. This provided
policymakers with some amount of
flexibility and confidence. Regrettably,
they failed to make any strategic
decisions to address the impacts of the
global economic crisis on Bangladesh’s
external sector and its macroeconomic
situation.

The value of taka was kept artificially
high for a long time even though
countries such as China, Cambodia,
India, and Vietham had depreciated
their respective currencies. A strong
currency was helpful for importers, but
not desirable to exporters. However,
despite the depreciation of taka
against the US dollar, export sector
performance was not impressive in
FY2023. According to data from the
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB),
export revenue growth was 6.7 percent
compared to the government’s target
of 11.4 percent. Depressed demand in
importing countries has been the main
reason behind low export income.

Remittance growth in FY2023 was
only 2.7 percent - lower than the rate
of migration growth, which was 11.38
percent in the outgoing fiscal year.
Serious concerns about the remittance
flow have been raised since the increased
number of migrant workers departing

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

for foreign labour markets is not
reflected in the patterns of remittance
flows into the country. It is said that
a large volume of remittances come
in through hundi. The government’s
incentive of two to five percent for
remitters is not attractive enough. The
cost of sending remittance through
formal channels is often higher than the
government incentive to do so.

Importsalsodeclinedby15.76 percent
in FY2023, which can be attributed
to a combination of policy measures
and the decline in global commodity
prices. The implementation of selective
import restrictions, challenges in
accessing foreign currency (o initiate
letters of credit, and the significant
depreciation of the taka played crucial
roles here. While some degree of import
restriction was necessary in view of
high commodity prices globally and to
control imported inflation, the import
of capital machinery and intermediate
goods which are crucial for production
has been reduced. In view of falling
global prices, the import restrictions
policy is no longer an effective way to
reduce inflation.

The foreign exchange market has
also experienced multiple exchange

rates, which made it rather chaotic.
The central bank’s unified and market
driven exchange rate system allows the
exchange rate between the taka and the
US dollar (or any other foreign currency)
to be determined by the market. BB will
no longer provide specific exchange
rates for buying or selling foreign
currency, thereby promoting market
stability. But the outcome of this
measure is yet to be observed.

Failure to increase export and
remittance earnings has created
pressure on Bangladesh’s trade and
current account balance. In FY2022,
the current account deficit reached
negative $18.6 billion for the first time.
Trade deficit was also high at negative
$33.2 billion. Though the balance of
trade and current account balances
improved somewhat compared (o
FY2022, deficits are still high. In
FY2023, trade deficit amounted to
negative $17.15 billion and current
account deficit amounted to negative
$3.3 billion.

More worryingly, the financial
account deficit recorded in FY2023 was
the highest in Bangladesh’s history at
negative $2.14 billion. Thus, the overall
balance of payments was a negative
$8.2 billion in the outgoing fiscal year.

1
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Bangladesh’s economy

Financial account balances encompass
foreign  direct investment  (FDI),
remittances, and other investments
and are substantial contributors to the
forex reserves. The declining reserves
result from the deteriorating financial
account balances. The strain on reserves
has made it extremely difficult to pay for
imports and service debt.

High energy prices are another
important source of inflation in
Bangladesh. The capacity payments
made to independent power producers
(IPPs), including rental and quick
rental power plants, have escalated
substantially over the years. Seemingly,
the government is trying to earn this
amount by hiking energy prices for
consumers and producers. The pressure
from the IMF to remove subsidies is
also forcing the government to raise
energy prices at a time when the cost
of living is already high. Energy prices
have been increased several times
since 2021, which contributed (o
inflationary pressure. There has been
a scarcity of natural gas - a primary
fuel for power generation — due to the
progressive decline in domestic supply.
This shortage has been oflset by higher
imports of liquefied natural gas (LNG)

SR I |

ILLUSTRATION: BIPLOB CHAKROBORTY

to fulfil unmet demand. There has also
been a dearth of public investment
in the power and energy sectors even
though various geological surveys have
indicated the prospect of finding gas in
the country.

Government borrowing from the
central bank in FY2023 also fuelled
inflation by increasing money supply.
The inability to generate adequate
domestic resources gives little fiscal
space for the government to undertake
activities such as supporting the poor in
times of high inflation. Macroeconomic
stability deteriorated further in FY2023
due to higher borrowing from BB,
which is equivalent to printing money.

Clearly, the major economic
challenges facing Bangladesh are
results of inadequate and incorrect
policies. Added to this are poor policy
implementation, inherent structural
weaknesses, lack of good governance,
and an absence of reform initiatives.
With two months of FY2024 having
passed us by, there is still no silver
lining in terms of overcoming these
challenges. It is also doubtful that any
dramatic changes will occur during
the rest of FY2024, since all efforts will
be devoted to political activities and
economic issues may take a backseat.

Send us your letters to letters@thedailystar.net

Innovative approaches to preventing dengue

The number of dengue fatalities this
year has increased to 716 from 281
in 2022, making this the deadliest
dengue year since the first outbreak
in Bangladesh in 2000. A total of
1,45,335 dengue cases have been
reported this year.

Dengue continues (0 pose a
significant global health threat.
With the increasing incidence of
infections and the potential for severe
outbreaks, it has become crucial
to explore innovative methods to
prevent its spread.

One novel strategy includes
introducing the bacterium Wolbachia

into Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, which
are the principal carriers of dengue.
Wolbachia is known to hinder these
mosquitoes’ ability to transmit the
dengue virus to humans. When
Wolbachia-infected male mosquitoes
mate with uninfected females,
the resulting eggs do not hatch,
resulting in a decrease in mosquito
numbers over time. This strategy has
demonstrated extraordinary efficacy
in field-testing.

Apart from this, other methods
have also been used. Advancements
in genetic engineering have led to the
development of genetically modified

mosquitoes that are resistant to
dengue virus infection.

Lastly, traditional  mosquito
control focuses on eliminating
adult mosquitoes, but targeting
mosquito larvae can be equally
effective. Innovative methods include
deploying larvicide-impregnated
oviposition containers - artificial
breeding sites for mosquitoes that
contain larvicidal agents. These
containers attract female mosquitoes
to lay their eggs, but the larvae are
exposed to the larvicide, disrupting
their development and preventing
them from becoming disease-

transmitting adults.

In the battle against dengue,
innovation is key. These strategies,
when integrated with existing
methods, have the potential to
reshape the landscape of dengue
prevention. However, it’s essential

to balance these innovations
with rigorous research, ethical
considerations, and continuous

evaluation to ensure their long-term
eflicacy and safety.

Obaida Karim
Research associate, Brac James P
Grant School of Public Health
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Air pollution affects all kinds of spaces, from bustling cities to serene rural areas.

Dr Md Firoz Khan

AIR POLLUTION

What can we do to
reclaim 6.8 years of
our lives?

is associate professor of environmental science and management at North South University
(NSU), former visiting professor at China University of Mining and Technology, and former
assistant professor at the University of Malaya in Malaysia.

Diya Mahmood

is a student in environmental science and management at North South University (NSU).

MD FIROZ KHAN and DIYA MAHMOOD

In a world that constantly
deals with complex challenges,
a revelation has raised alarm
about something that needs
our immediate attention. The
Air Quality Life Index study,
conducted by the Energy Policy
Institute at the University of
Chicago (EPIC), has uncovered
that the people of Bangladesh
are losing 6.8 years of their life
expectancy due to the toxic
blend of air pollution and other
environmental factors. This grim
statistic should now force us to
confront the dire consequences
of inaction and recalibrate our
priorities for the sake of present
and future generations.

In Bangladesh, air pollution
looms as a silent yet pervasive
threat. In 2019, the Health Effects
Institute (HEI) found 173,500
instances of excessive mortality
attributable to the adverse effects
of subpar air quality. What's
more concerning is that over half
of these undue fatalities can be
attributed to indoor air pollution.
Polluted air, contaminated water,
and a lack of proper sanitation
facilities have collectively become
a toxic concoction, gradually
eroding the very essence of life
itself. The loss of 6.8 years is more
than a mere statistic; it signifies
countless missed opportunities,
unfulfilled potential, and the
absence of cherished moments
spent with loved ones. Who
knows, those lives could have
driven the nation forward.

Air pollution affects all kinds
of spaces, from bustling cities to
serene rural areas. Despite being
often disregarded as a minor

concern, it significantly reduces
efficiency, raises healthcare costs,
and imposes a burden on social
systems. Those residing in crowded
urban centres inhale a dangerous
mix of particles, metals, chemicals,
fibres, asbestos, and toxic gases.
A type of airborne particle,
bioaerosol, can even transport
microbes over vast distances.
Breathing in all these substances
leads to illnesses, as the lungs
become battlegrounds and the
heart, brain and other organs start
giving up. Such environmental
damage also exacerbates poverty,
as low-income groups are exposed
to greater air pollution due to
subpar indoor living conditions,
improper energy usage, and a
specific lifestyle.

The causes behind this air
pollution epidemic are manifold.
Low-grade fuel, brick Kilns,
unfit vehicles, construction and
demolition materials, and power
plants are generally the main
sources for pollution. Our reliance
on wood, coal, and cow dung is
not helping improve the situation,
and the spread of pollution across
borders significantly adds to the
woes. As the population continues
to grow and urbanisation
accelerates, the problem will keep
on compounding, unless swift
and comprehensive measures are
adopted. Such measures require a
diverse approach that transcends
geographic boundaries
and prioritises the shared
responsibility of governments,
industries, and individuals.

A robust system for monitoring
air quality needs to be established
nationwide. Accurate data is

essential to understand the
extent of the issue, pinpoint areas
with high pollution levels, and
track improvements over (ime.
It’s surprising that we still lack
information about the reasons
behind air pollution spikes in
remote  regions.  Identifying
the sources of emissions and
pollution hotspotsis now critically
important. To achieve this, the
government could propose a
comprehensive nationwide study
using advanced experimental and
modelling techniques.

Concurrently, it’s crucial to
enforcestricter emission standards
for wvehicles and industries.
This effort should be coupled
with investments in cleaner
technologies and  renewable
energy sources. Industries should
adopt  eco-friendly  practices
that prioritise sustainability and
reduce carbon emissions. By
fostering collaboration between
governments and the private
sector, innovative solutions can
emerge that balance economic
growth  and environmental
conservation. The old approach
of conducting business cannot
persist; the time has come to
shift towards a new mindset
that embraces environmentally
conscious practices.

Moreover, campaigns o
raise public awareness have a
crucial role in safeguarding lives,
especially those of children. When
individuals are well-informed,
they can initiate change at the
grassroots by making informed
decisions daily, contributing to a
healthier environment. Schools,
media outlets, and community
groups have an essential role to
play in spreading information
about the impacts of air pollution
and the steps individuals can take
to minimise harm. This education
should be targeted at schools,
communities, and workplaces.
Adopting the appropriate lifestyle
can significantly save lives,
especially in the low-income
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group, which should be educated
about proper indoor ventilation,
cooking methods, and energy
sources. It's crucial for the
general public to grasp the severe
consequences of being indifferent
toward air pollution.

The “Air Pollution (Control)
Rules 2022” is a welcome addition
in this fight. However, the
available legislations should be
properly enforced to curb illegal
sources of pollution, such as the
open burning of waste, a major
contributor to air pollution. Aside
from that, waste management
systems should be modernised to
encourage proper disposal and
recycling. The current methods
used to handle solid waste are
facing significant challenges, and
waste sites have negative impacts
on urban heat waves, air quality,
and the spread of diseases carried
by vectors. Besides, green spaces
and tree planting initiatives
should be promoted to naturally
cleanse the air and provide a break
from the concrete jungles. Lastly,
international collaboration is also
crucial. Air pollution knows no
borders, and eflforts to combat
it should not be confined within
national boundaries. Sharing
best  practices, technological
innovations, and expertise can
accelerate progress in reducing
pollution levels regionally and
globally.

The revelation of a 6.8-year life
loss in Bangladesh should serve as
awake-up call; it should remind us
that we are custodians of a fragile
planet, who are responsible for the
well-being of billions of people.
The study’s findings should evolve
intoacatalyst for change. Timeis of
the essence, and the government,
private sector, civil society, and
individuals must unite to tackle
this challenge head-on. By doing
so, we not only reclaim years of life
but also ensure a healthier, more
sustainable future for generations
to come.

Lifespan of the
Leviathan

KNOT SO TRUE

Dr Rubana Huq
is the vice-chancellor of Asian
University for Women.

RUBANA HUQ

One can’t go unnoticed in this day
and age. One can’t live in shadows,
or be unheard; the edges of visibility
have expanded and have collapsed
the surreptitious and the stealth.
Every whisper is a bleat; every breath
is pronounced. Life is like being in a
live theatre, exposed to the onlookers,
either to be booed or loved for the
duration of whatever our lives, lies
and loves are worth. There’s a rampant
cancel culture, lest one publicly shares
preferences that don’t go down well.
Opinions must hinge on the balance
principle. Yet, while all over the world
society is more critical than ever
before, governance goes unnoticed
and state-building continues to be a
failed exercise.

The voices siding with the
unusual and extraordinary don’t
have the bandwidth of crossing the
neighbourhood or one’s own social
media page. Op-eds are carefully
penned, lest they risk the wrath of
the Leviathan. The contemporary
discourse being hosted in electronic
media bends towards an extreme bias,
with competing pitches bordering on
onscreen violence and impropriety
accompanied by democratic
intolerance being all out to shame all
lessons learnt from History.

Opinion is no more a natural claim;
it is tailored by a structured refrain,
constructed through a careful exercise
of blatant advertisements of self-
proclaimed pace of growth, fuelled
by fanatics from despotic corners,
throttled by a concocted, fabricated
notion of progress.

Freedom, for the most part, walks
through the narrowest corridors
while Fear lurks in every block. Only
the blind walk unchained, since they
have neither witnessed the unbridled
blood-drenched trail of falsehood,
nor realised that the stench comes
from home. Nightingales have had
their vocal cords removed in the dark
expectation of having their throats slit.
Sight has retreated to liminal spaces
with the only hope of backrooms
chasing the light away.

The megaphones all over the world
are travesties of any decent world
order. Either it's the bandwagon
of despots writing the playbook
of autocracy or it’s the launch of a
new episodic wave of human rights
abuses. Somewhere, some master
players are conspiring to make sure
that they rule forever, in whichever
lands they rule. Somewhere, somehow
the conjurers of evil have made sure
that they have full control over media,
wealth, and a constant narrative
of growth. Economies fail, politics
plunge to ever newer lows and moral
infrastructure is at a loss. Corruption
is quickly brushed under the carpet;
criticism is met with flack; the media
is tasked to mask all bigotry.

It seems this entire civilisation of
ours has sunk to the depths of an
inescapable inferno of war-mongers
who report (o hyper-nationalism,
align with the soft powers that push
countries to unimaginable debt traps,
claim regional camaraderie, continue
seeking external endorsement and, at
the end, pull through one way or the
other.

Where is History in all this? History
cannot be our destiny, but we could
certainly learn from it, if we wanted to.

We could remember how the “Great
Elector” of Prussia, Frederick William
[, whose rule began in 1640, and who,
after having ruled Brandenburg-
Prussia for more than 48 vears,
believed that the strengthening of the
state and the expansion of its power

could only come from “one brain.” As a
result, Prussia went on to collect more
taxes, raised revenue, went (o war,
controlled society more and yet lost
out on nation-building just because
society was nowhere (o be seen.

On the contrary, the Swiss resisted
the Habsburgs by uniting all the
cantons, and by allowing the peasants
to become autonomous. The Swiss
started with watches, then moved
on o the machine tools industry,
pharma, chocolates, and cheese. By
“ooing Swiss,” the Swiss ended up
having the highest per capita income
than any other European state.

In both of the above cases, it was
war that propelled statehood. But in
one, society was ignored and in the
other, the Swiss society and the state
together built one of the most vibrant
democracies in Europe.

We could also remind ourselves of
the Chile that said “no” to Pinochet in
1990 and transitioned to democracy;
we could remember Lech Walesa
who, after defeating Jaruzelski, led
the country to democracy, led the
Polish parliament with 28 different
political parties, and finally inked a
compromise, so that the government,
the trade wunion, and and the
management could talk together
and build the nation. That talk itself
created a safe transit to democracy.

But what does one do with history?

Freedom, for the most
part, walks through the
narrowest corridors
while Fear lurks in
every block. Only the
blind walk unchained,
since they have neither
witnessed the unbridled
blood-drenched trail of
falsehood, nor realised
that the stench comes
from home.

What happens to the collective
national memory of lands which have
lived through wars, hunger, flood,
poverty, and still managed to turn
around in democracy? Apparently
nations that have memories of
democracy can never suffer from
dementia. Apparently there are civil
societies that awaken when they are
pushed oo far beyond. But times have
changed...

Who would want to move for
democracy and risk losing it all?

Remember  there was  one
Litvinenko, an operative in Russia’s
Federal Security Bureau, who shared
his horrors of secret services with
Putin, who listened to him attentively,
and the next day opened a file on him?
Litvinenko, having no option, fled
from his own country for fear of his
life in 2000 and then was poisoned
six years later by two ex-KGB agents
in London while having a cup of tea
with them, which resulted in his death
three weeks later of polonium-210
induced radiation syndrome.

Truth be known: the Czech
president and the playwright,
Vaclav Havel's “The Power of the
Powerless” has fallen prey to erasure
while Machavelli’s prediction of the
despaired common people giving
their support to “one man, so as o o
be defended by his authority” stands
erect in total audacity.

Therefore, untouched despots
live and thrive in the association of
braggarts, undeterred, and confident
of survival and absolute power.
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The Book Garage
inauguration event
marked a fun-filled

hour of literary
excitement, from
10:30 AM to 12:00
PM, featuring

an amazing
storytelling
session by Tahmina
Rahman Sathi
from Goofi and a
lively puppet show.
The storytelling
session
transported the
audience into the
enchanting world
of the Bengali
storybook Jebhabe
Pelam Bangla
Noboborsho.
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Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed Park

becomes Bangladesh’s hirst Iree
Bangla book reading destination

On September 9, Grow Your Reader
Foundation (GYRF) celebrated
a significant milestone with the
inauguration of two new Book Garages
in collaboration with Goofi at the
Justice Shahbuddin Ahmed Park,
Gulshan.

How wonderful would it be to get a
small library on our way, while being
tired from strolling at the park! What
can be a more amazing way to take a
break and get rid of all your tiredness?
Yes, that’s what the Grow Your Reader
Foundation has been dreaming of,
establishing street libraries throughout
Bangladesh. Where all people will have
access to read books regardless of their
social status, religion, and race.

The objective of the Book Garage
installation at Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed Park comes from a genuine
concern shared by Bengali parents
— the fall in the proficiency of their
children in the Bangla language, which
is influenced by the general existence
of English in modern life, including
English schools, TV, and YouTube. In
an era controlled by screens and digital

distractions, the aim is to address this
challenge by promoting the use of the
Bengali language amongst children
and providing an alternative source
of entertainment that encourages
reading, nurturing a deeper connection
with the native language and culture.
To address this issue and promote the
use of the Bengali language now, GYRF
and Goofi made a partnership. As part

of this partnership, they installed not
one, but two Book Garages within this
park. The Book Garages are installed
in two different locations. Both are
situated in very easy and accessible
points of the park. One book garage is
near the North End Cafe and the other
one is right in front of the Kids’ Zone.
These Book Garages will be filled with
Goolfi Bengali books, ready to ignite

Making the jump from

ADRITA ZAIMA ISLAM

If you have or are going to sit for
your O level examinations anytime
soon, chances are you've heard your
teachers warn you to not get lost in
the euphoria of finishing O levels.
Though the idea of not going on a
month-long vacation after toiling
away for two years might seem cruel,
it could shape how well-prepared
you are for your A levels. While
studying for the O levels, we often
make the mistake of thinking it is
the culmination of all our school
efforts. However, O level is only the
tip of the iceberg.

It only takes a few weeks into A
levels for students to realise the stark
difference between O and A levels.
Some subjects involve slight revision
of O level content before delving into
the syllabus. Others, like Chemistry.
will hit you like a truck right from
the get-go.

There is just a huge difference
in the way a subject is approached
during the two years preceding
these exams. O level mostly involves
brushing the surface of a topic while
A level tends to be a deep-dive. In
theory, A level shouldn’t be much
harder than O level because the
number of subjects is reduced to
compensate for the more complex
content. However, the syllabus
content is simply too extensive, and

the time constraint is too intensive
for it to not feel much harder.

All that said, one can see why
taking time off after O levels
might not be a great idea. It is very
unfortunate but you really do have
to start preparing for your exams
from the moment you start classes.
A lot of people make the mistake
of thinking that cramming all your
content four months before your
exams might work out in A levels
like it did in O levels.

However, that is simply not true.
A level content is a lot harder to
comprehend, and a lot of your ability
to score marks can come from how
well-acquainted you're with the
marking points and the format.

Simply memorising notes
cannot be your strategy. Solving
as many past papers as possible,
learning information from those
papers about patterns of answering
and utilising that information to
enhance your own answers is the
only sure way to score marks. A lot
of the questions you'll come across
are also highly analytical and case-
based so a full understanding of
your subject content is crucial.

In order to streamline your
studies, itisimportant that you know
what sources to use and how to use
them. For students in the Cambridge
curriculum, your coursebooks are
your best friends. They are very

well-written and are structured
in the exact way your syllabus is
structured. A few thorough readings
of the coursebooks can go a long
way to understanding the topics. For
Edexcel students, you might need to
actually read from sources outside
of your coursebooks because they
are often not sufficient to cover the
syllabus.

It might seem hard to juggle all
of this while also trying to make the
most of your school experience, and
itreallyisdifficult. Thatsaid, itis not
impossible. Your time management
game needs to be tight if you don’t
want to end up overwhelmed. The
first few months should be spent
tackling your subject content and
solving papers topically to get the
hang of it. After finishing your
syllabi, as the mock season rolls
around, you should be in a state
of constant revision and solving
yearly papers. You need to have a
solid game plan if you want to enjoy
yourself while not compromising
your studies. But how you approach
that game plan will depend entirely
on what works best for you.

And, finally, you need to
understand that your success in O
levels doesn’t automatically equate
to success in A Levels. You need to
put twice as much effort as you did
in your O Levels over a much shorter
period of time.

your imagination, take you on exciting
journeys, and inspire you to embrace
the joy of Bangla reading. Gradually
they will cover more parks.

Upon selecting a book from the
Book Garage, the children seamlessly
integrate into the reading community,
embracing the understanding that this
privilege requires a responsibility. Once
they have finished reading the book., it
is requested that they faithfully return
the book to the very same Book Garage
from which they initially borrowed it.
This considerate gesture ensures that
the captivating stories can be enjoyed by
others in the community. Additionally,
if the children have older books to share
with fellow readers, their contributions
are not just welcomed but strongly
encouraged. This enriches the wide
range of books in the book garage and
enhances the reading experience for
the entire community.

The Book Garage inauguration event
marked a fun-filled hour of literary
excitement, from 10:30 AM to 12:00
PM, featuring an amazing storytelling
session by Tahmina Rahman Sathi

from Goofi and a lively puppet show.
The storytelling session transported the
audience into the enchanting world of
the Bangla storybook Jebhabe Pelam
Bangla Noboborsho.

Sadia Jafrin, the founder of Grow
Your Reader Foundation, expressed her
excitement and said, “Our objectives are
crystal clear - to foster a profound love
for Bangla books, preserving cultural
heritage; bring back books that are
forgotten, enriching the community’s
reading resources; cultivate empathy
and respect through diverse
perspectives; and create nurturing
reading environments in parks and
schools for both young and adult minds
to explore and grow. We aim to nurture
a reading habit among children and
adolescents by providing free access
and organising regular reading circles.”

The event was open to all, welcoming
families, friends, and book enthusiasts
to join in celebrating the joy of reading
and learning. It was a memorable day
at Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed Park,
showing the transformative power of
books and reading.

O level to A level

DESIGN:
FAISAL BIN IQBAL
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not yet ready to pass the torch

REUTERS, New York

MILESTONES
ACHIEVED

Novak Djokovic has no intention of
passing the torch to the next generation

Ties Margaret Courtfor ~ just yet, the 36-year-old Serb proving

the most Grand Slams age is just a number by becoming the

ever oldest man in the Open Era to hoist the
) US Open trophy on Sunday.

With Roger Federer retired and the

I(r)]f]:\?el):/v%e]e; 4E8§rl]?jyer oft-injured Rafa Nadal ready to call it

quits after next season, the days of the
‘Big Three’ are long gone but Djokovic
- the final member of that triumvirate
- reminded fans in New York that he is
far from finished.

His 6-3, 7-6(5), 6-3 victory over

Slam singles titles.

Becomes the US Open’s
oldest men’s singles
champion in the Open

Era. Russian Daniil Medvedev brought him
not only a fourth Flushing Meadows
The first player to win title but a record-equalling 24th Grand
three Grand Slam crown, and Djokovic wants more.
Slam titles “Knowing that I play at such a high
; . level still, ... I don’t want to leave this
Ina Smgle sport if I'm still at the top,” said
year four Djokovic.
times. Djokovic swatted side some
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The reality exposed in the ongoing Asia Cup for Bangladesh has
certainly compelled Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) and the team
management to only hope that their best players will be available for
the upcoming World Cup in October.

On the batting front, the return of seasoned opener Tamim Igbal
and in-form Najmul Hossain Shanto will give the Tigers’ misfiring
batting lineup a much-needed balance for the showpiece event in
India.

BCB chief physician Debashis Chowdhury, however, provided
encouraging fitness updates of the two aforementioned players
yesterday.

TSPORTS Australia Live from 12:45am
Asia Cup Live from 5:00 pm (Wednesday)
India vs Sri Lanka SONYSPORTS 1,2, | lItaly vs Ukraine
Live from 3:30 pm AND 5 Live from 12:45 am
STAR SPORTS 2 European Qualifiers | (Wednesday)
South Africa vs Spain vs Cyprus
“When you tell him he
can’t do something,
iU’s even worse. Then
he’s going to show
you that he can do
it. No excuses. He
always tries to find
a way to win, to
of the United States’ brightest ﬁEht, erl; Wll.len
Y young stars en route to the final. e’s not feeling
DJOKOVIC'S CAREER In Mgdvedev, however, he faced well, injured, not
HONOU RS an older foe, and one who gave ' injured.”
. him the chance to exorcise his
Total ATP titles: 96 demons - two years earlier the GORAN IVANISEVIC
Grand Slams: 24 Russian had ended his bid for a former \\fimblfq’on champion
Australian Open (10) 2008, calendar Grand Slam on the very nd Dlokoies coah o,
201 1, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, D]OkO\lC did not squander
2019, 2020, 2021, 2023 that opportunity, smothering the N “Well done again
French Open (3) -- 2016, 2021, 271—13_fear—old in a series of exhausting Novak, 'm sure 24
rallies.
2023 . As h'c basked in the glory of his win, feesell)se:isa%l;,e‘avthaesn(;,l:)el;
Wimbledon (7) - 2011, 2014, Djokovic had no words of_comfort for have fought so hard
2015, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022 those hoping to replace him.
“It's not my interest and neither to get where you are
US Open (4) -- 2011, 2015, 2018, business to really review what and to stay there
2023 everyone talks about or thinks, against a growing tide
ATP Tour Finals (6) - 2008, 2012, whether there is a passing of the of challengers.” Take

2013, 2014, 2015, 2022
Davis Cup (1) — 2010

Altitude and Messi
concerns for Argentina

AGENCIES
Argentina will have the chance to start their
World Cup qualifying campaign with back-
to-back victories when they travel to La Paz
for Tuesday’s clash with Bolivia but the World
champions will have to deal with the
challenging altitude and the

prospect of playing the game --

without their captain Lionel
Messi.

The Albiceleste
take on Bolivia at
the Hernando Siles
Stadium, a football
ground that will
pose a different kind
of challenge for the
Argentinian squad
with its altitude
sitting at a whopping
11,932 feet above sea
level.

With players needing
to be at their utmost
fitness to deal with the
altitude challenge in Bolivia,
Argentina’s challenge will be
compounded if Lionel Scaloni decides
to rest star forward Messi, whose late freekick saw
the three-time World Champions eke out a 1-O
victory against FEcuador in their first qualifying
game on Friday.

The 36-year-old Messi travelled with the squad
but is not a certain starter at the game because

R

Voeller focuses
on getting

torch or new gen, next gen, future
gen, whatever you want to call it,
happening or not happening in the
sport,” he said.

of fatigue. Messi had asked to be substituted in
their last game.

Scaloni said that even though Messi is fit for the
game against Bolivia, a decision about him starting
or even playing the game will be taken today.

“Leo trained separately, but he is fit. There are

two days left, and we will make a decision
on whether or not he will play the
day before or on Tuesday. Messi
and Cuti Romero are fit, and
we'll see if he [Messi] plays
from the start or from
the bench or even if he
doesn’t play,” Scaloni
said in his pre-match
press conference in
Argentina before
leaving for Bolivia.
While the world
champions are
hoping to follow up
Thursday’s victory
over FEcuador, the
hosts will have to pick
themselves up from a
heavy defeat to Brazil.
Bolivia’s qualifying
campaign began with a
forgettable outing against five-time
World Cup winners Brazil, who cruised to a 5-1
victory in Bellem.

Having lost their last five qualifiers, Bolivia
coach La Verde will go into the daunting
fixture against the world champions as massive
underdogs.

Diniz’s upbeat Brazil face Peru

AGENCIES

A

another bow, champ!”

ROD LAVER
11-time Grand Slam champion

‘Fresh’ Sri Lanka
take on India

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka will come in “fresh” for an Asia Cup
Super Four clash against an Indian team, who will
be playing for a third consecutive day.

India’s match against arch-rivals Pakistan spilt
over into a reserve day on Monday after only 24.1
overs, with the 50-over contest acting as a prelude
to their big battle in the upcoming ODI World Cup.

Dasun Shanaka’s Sri Lanka, who won the
last edition of the Asia Cup -- played in the T20
format — began their Super Four with a win over
Bangladesh on Saturday. Another victory would
improve their chances of making the final on
September 17.

“With a team like India, you never know, but
obviously they are playing three days in a row,”
Sri Lanka assistant coach Naveed Nawaz told
reporters. “We have got a bit of a break since the
last game, so the boys are fresh for tomorrow. That
can be good for us.”

Sri Lanka remain unbeaten in the tournament
after winning both their group matches.

“If we plan to play good cricket, if we execute
our plans and go into the best version of ourselves
in the middle against India -- obviously the result
will be favourable for us,” Nawaz said.

Only India have won more Asia Cup titles
than Sri Lanka, who have often spoiled the India-
Pakistan party in the final.

In the last edition, they beat Pakistan to lift the
title in Dubai.

“Our boys are very resilient when it comes to
handling pressure,” said Nawaz, pointing out
that Sri Lanka have been without some of their
first-choice players in the past two editions of the
tournament.

Families
announce N7

AFP, Berlin

Germany ‘back
on track’

Tamim mentioned three days ago that he was hopeful of Néré?ore mo}gllitrlg
featuring in the three-match ODI home series against New 2024 kicks
Zcaland, starting from September 21. off in

“Tamim is doing very well right at this moment. He has no Germany
complaints regarding back pain. He is facing all sorts of bowling the hm}m’

at the nets, apart from performing fielding and running drills. He
will now start batting in central wickets without nets,” informed
Debashis.

The ongoing Asia Cup saw the Tigers’ top-order, devoid of Tamim
and Shanto, lack back-up plans.

Thus, nothing would fare better for Bangladesh than to see
Tamim rediscover his mojo in the New Zealand series. For the greater
interest of the team, it is also important for the former Bangladesh
ODI captain to be comfortable in the dressing room when he reunites
with his teammates since withdrawing his retirement.

In Shanto’s case, the team management needs to be cautious
about his return to the New Zealand series since a hamstring injury
forced the batter’s exit from the Asia Cup. Shanto scored 193 runs in
two matches and his absence was badly felt during Bangladesh’s two
Super Four matches.

Debashis also expressed his satisfaction over Shanto’s
rehabilitation progress.

“Shanto’s is now running with 60 percent intensity. It's very
difficult to give any time frame about his return, but he will be okay
very soon.”

According to sources within the team management, Shanto could
be allowed to skip the entire New Zealand series to keep him fresh for
the World Cup, or he might play one match to get back into rhythm.

Debashis, however, cautioned that a successive hamstring injury
can prove to be fatal for Shanto since “it will take more time for him
to get back to full fitness”.

“Look, he might have played the [Asia Cup| tournament with this
injury, but he had to return to avoid the risk. But he is now doing
very well.”

to

Tuesday’s

Flick was sacked.

year.

France in Dortmund.

said.

have turned

Rudi

Voeller to get
the team back
on (rack belfore
friendly
against France after coach Hansi

Flick became the first Germany
coach in history to be relieved of
his duties after his side slumped to
a 4-1loss to Japan in Wolfsburg on
Saturday, the latest in a run of poor
results which included a group-stage
exit at the World Cup in Qatar last

The German Football Association
(DFB) have turned to 1990 World
Cup winner Voeller to take over
on an interim basis for the friendly
against 2022 World Cup finalists

“The most urgent task is to hire
a national coach who will quickly
get the team back on track and
prepare us for the big European
Championships next year,” Voeller

An upbeat Brazil will look to follow
up [Friday’s dominant victory over
Bolivia when they travel to Lima for
Wednesday’s clash with Peru in World
Cup qualifying.

Bruno Guimaraes, who bossed the
midfield and assisted one in Brazil's
whopping 5-1 victory against Bolivia in
Bellem, hailed the impact of new Brazil
manager Fernando Diniz.

“He [Diniz] has instilled a lot of belief
in us,” Guimaraes told reporters on
Sunday. “He sees football differently
and is a great motivator. I think there’s
still a lot to do because we've only had
four training sessions with him but the
game against Bolivia showed that we
are on the right track.”

Brazil's star forward Neymar will

look to add more to his tally, after
surpassing legend Pele to become the
country’s all-time top-scorer with 79
goals. Having missed a penalty in the
first half against Bolivia, Neymar scored
a brace to overtake Pele, who has 77
goals for Brazil.

Meanwhile, Peru, the hosts, will be
hoping to pull off a surprise win after
they shared the spoils with Paraguay in
their opening game.

While they may have won just one of
their last five internationals, Peru will
be pleased with the fact they have now
kept three clean sheets in their last four
matches.

Another point on Tuesday would
certainly be regarded as a success, but
the hosts will be dreaming of claiming
their first competitive win over Brazil
since June 2016.

WC squad

AGENCIES

New Zealand announced
their World Cup squad
in the most refreshing
manner yesterday.

In a social media video
posted by New Zealand
Cricket (NZC), respective
family members of the
chosen 15 players called out
the names.

The video featured
the wife and kids of Kane
Williamson, followed by
the sons of Trent Boult,
wives of Mark Chapman,
Devon Conway, Matt
Henry, Tom Latham, Glenn
Phillips, Mitchell Santner,

Ish  Sodhi, daughters
of Daryl Mithcell and
Tim  Southee, Lockie

Ferguson’s liancé, Jimmy
Neesham’s grandmother,
Will Young’s mother and
Rachin Ravidnra’s parents.

Head coach Gary Stead
said it is unclear whether
Williamson, still suffering
from injury, will be ready in
time for World Cup opener.

Tom Latham was named
deputy while Trent Boult
-~ who returned to the
Black Caps recently -- leads
a seasoned pace battery,
comprising Tim Southee,
Lockie Fergusen, and Matt
Henry.
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Djokovic wins
record-tying
24th Slam

AFP, New York

Novak Djokovic defeated Daniil Medvedev
in straight sets on Sunday to win his
fourth US Open and a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam singles title, cementing
his claim as the greatest tennis player in
history.

The 36-year-old Djokovic won 6-3,
7-6 (7/5), 6-3 to become the oldest men’s
champion in New York in the Open era and
match Margaret Court’s all-time mark for
most Grand Slam victories.

“I don’t know where to start. It
obviously means the world to me,” said
Djokovic, wearing a white jacket with the
number 24 on his chest during the trophy
presentation.

MEETING WITH MODI
Biden raises

rights issues,
Iree press

AGENCIES

US President Joe Biden on Sunday said he raised the issue
of respecting human rights with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in discussions on the sidelines of the G20
summit.

He also said that he held “substantial discussions” with
PM Modi on ways to strengthen the Indo-US partnership
and thanked him for his leadership and hosting the
summit in New Delhi, reports NDTV online.

“As I always do, I raised the importance
of respecting human rights and the
vital role the civil society and a free

press have in building a strong and
prosperous country with PM Modi.”

US President Joe Biden

Biden, who arrived in Delhi on his first visit to India as
the US president, held wide-ranging talks with Modi and
they vowed to “deepen and diversify” the bilateral major
defence partnership while welcoming forward movement
in India’s procurement of 31 drones and joint development
of jet engines.

“I'want to once again thank Prime Minister Modi for his
leadership and his hospitality and for hosting the G20. He
and I have had substantial discussions about how we’re
going to continue to strengthen the partnership between
India and the US building on the Prime Minister’s visit
to the White House last June,” Biden said during a press
conference in Vietnam’s Hanoi.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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Wage growth
stays behind
inflation

Low and unskilled
workers continue
to see their
standards of living
worsen as their
wages have not
grown in line with
the spiraling food
and non-food
prices.

The wage
growth for low and
unskilled workers
grew 7.58 percent
in August, which
was 2.34 percentage
points below the
inflation rate of
9.92 percent, shows
BBS data.

August was the
19th consecutive
month that
inflation outpaced
wage growth.

STORY ON B4

Steps taken

toreinin

inflation

Finance minister
tells JS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fmance Minister AHM
Mostafa Kamal has told
parliament that the
government has taken
different measures that
will help control inflation.

“The government has
drawn up various plans
and is implementing
them to control inflation,
improve the balance of
payments, and stabilise
the foreign exchange rate,”
he said while responding
to a question from Awami
League lawmaker Mamtaz
Begum yesterday.

Kamal said the central
bank announced a
contractionary monetary
policy, raising the policy
rate from 6 percent to
6.5 percent to control the
supply of taka.

The bank has also
announced  that  the
exchange rate of the
taka with other foreign
currencies, including the
US dollar, will be market-
based, he said, adding that
unnecessary imports were
also being discouraged.

Prefinance and
refinancing schemes
have been introduced for
the agriculture sector,

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

jams in many areas of the city due to waterlogging.

Vehicles negotiate the waterlogged New Elephant Road after heavy rains in the capital yesterday afternoon. Commuters had to face traffic

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Oil rigs near Crimea
recaptured from Russia

Says Ukraine, seizes helicopter munitions,

radar system; UN rights chief criticises
Moscow for quitting grain deal

REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukrainian forces have regained
control from Russia of several gas and
oil offshore drilling platforms close to
Crimea, Ukraine’s military intelligence
(GUR) said yesterday.

It said on the Telegram messaging
app that Kyiv’s forces had retaken the

and a radar system that can track the
movement of ships in the Black Sea, it
said.

Meanwhile, the United Nations rights
chief Volker Turk yesterday blamed
Russia’s exit from the Black Sea grain
deal as well as its attacks on agricultural
facilities for higher food prices that have
been particularly damaging in the Horn

drilling platforms known of Africa.
as the “Boiko Towers” in a “The Russian
“unique operation”. Ukraine Federation’s  withdrawal
The platforms had claims from the Black Sea Grain
been occupied since e o o Initiative in July, and
2015 by Russia, which limited gains attackson grain fac)ilities in
seized and annexed on southern Odesa and elsewhere, have
Crimea in 2014, and had and eastern again forced prices sky-
been used by Moscow for fronts. high in many developing

military purposes since

the start of Russia’s full-

scale invasion on Ukraine in February
2022. Russia did not immediately
comment on the report.

“For Ukraine, regaining control
of the Boiko Towers was of strategic
importance and, as a result, Russia
lost the ability to use them for military
purposes,” GUR said in a video posted
on Telegram.

“Russia has been deprived of the
ability to fully control the waters of the
Black Sea, and this makes Ukraine many
steps closer to regaining Crimea,” it said.

GUR also captured other “valuable
trophies” such as helicopter munitions

Volunteers search for survivors in the rubble in the village of Talat N’Yacoub, south of Marrakech, Morocco yesterday.

countries - taking the

right to food far out of
reach for many people,” Turk said at the
opening of the Human Rights Council
session in Geneva, referring specifically
to high malnutrition rates in Somalia
amid drought.

Ukraine said yesterday its troops had
regained more territory on the eastern
and southern fronts in the past week of its
counteroffensive against Russian forces.

Deputy Defence Minister Hanna
Maliar said in televised comments that
Ukraine had retaken nearly 2 square km
(0.77 square mile) of land around the
eastern city of Bakhmut, captured by
Russia in May after months of fighting.

PHOTO: AFP

Irregularities
in good faith!

Fisheries oflicial uses
own car as rental to
pocket public money

MD ABBAS

A project director of the Department
of Fisheries has used his car as a leased
vehicle for his project and earned money
from the lease.

SM  Ashikur Rahman, the project
director of the protection and
development of local species of fish and
snails in Gopalganj, had refused to use a
government-provided vehicle claiming
it to be old and risky, according to a
complaint.

He later bought a Nissan X-Trail bearing
the registration number Dhaka Metro
Gha-22-1416 and leased it to a rent-a-car
service provider. Ashikur then allegedly
helped the firm win a bid so that his
vehicle could be used in the project, which
is a violation of the Government Servants
(Conduct) Rules-1979.

The Section 17.1 of the rules stipulate
that no government servant shall, except
with the previous sanction of government,
engage in any trade or undertake any
employment or work, other than his
official duties.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Scientists generate

electricity from

deadly bacteria
g, .

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Scientists have  managed to  generate
electricity from the deadly E coli bacteria in a
“oroundbreaking” breakthrough. And the finding
could revolutionise both waste management and
energy production.

Bioelectronic  experts from the Ecole
Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne (EPFL) have
managed to engineer the bacteria to produce
electricity in a variety of settings.

The team used a process known as extracellular
electron transfer (FET) to engineer the bacteria to
make them highly efficient electric microbes.

Thisled to a three-fold increase in electrical current
generation compared (o conventional strategies.

According to the study published in the
journal Joule, the researchers were able to create
a complete FEET pathway within E coli, a feat not
achieved before.

Professor Ardemis Boghossian at EPFL said:
“We engineered E coli bacteria, the most widely
studied microbe, to generate electricity.

“Though there are exotic microbes that
naturally produce electricity, they can only do so
in the presence of specific chemicals.

MOROCCO EARTHQUAKE
Rescuers.race o
find survivors

Death toll rises to 2,681; foreign
teams join rescue efforts

REUTERS, Imgdal

Rescuers yesterday searched villages reduced to rubble
for any survivors of Morocco’s deadliest earthquake in
more than six decades, in a desperate race against time
as the death toll rose to 2,681 and the scale of destruction
became clearer.

Search teams from Spain, Britain and Qatar were
joining efforts to find people buried under debris after
a 6.8 magnitude quake struck late on Friday night in
the High Atlas Mountains, with the epicentre 72 km
southwest of Marrakech.

Many survivors spent a third night outside, their homes
destroyed or rendered unsafe. The state news agency
reported the death toll was now 2,681 with 2,501 people
injured.

Footage from the remote village of Imi N'Tala, filmed
by Spanish rescuer Antonio Nogales of the aid group
Bomberos Unidos Sin Fronteras (United TFirefighters
Without Borders), showed men and dogs clambering over
steep slopes covered in rubble.

“The level of destruction is ... absolute,” said Nogales,
struggling to find the right word to describe what he
was seeing. “Not a single house has stayed upright. We're
going to start our search with dogs and see whether we
can [ind anyone alive.”



