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T SPORTS 
Asia Cup 
Pakistan vs India 
Live from 3:30 pm 
SONY SPORTS 1 
England vs New Zealand
2nd ODI 

Live from 4:00 pm 
SONY SPORTS AND 5 
European Qualifiers 
Kazakhstan vs Northern 
Ireland
Live from 7:00 pm 
Finland vs Denmark 

Live from 10:00 pm 
Ireland vs Netherlands 
Live from 12:45 am (Monday)
SONY SPORTS 2 AND 3
US Open men’s final 
Djokovic vs Medvedev 
Live from 2:00 am (Monday)

Australia opener David Warner leaps into 
the air to celebrate his 46th international 
century during the second ODI against 
South Africa in Bloemfontein yesterday. 
With his second-fastest hundred, which 
came from 85 balls, the left-hander became 
the first Australian opening batter to reach 
20 ODI centuries. Courtesy of Warner’s 
109 and Marnus Labuschagne’s 124, the 
Aussies posted their third-highest total, 392 
for eight, in the format.  PHOTO: REUTERS

NEYMAR BREAKS 
PELE’S GOAL-
SCORING RECORD

Neymar has 
overtaken Pele to 

become Brazil’s 
all-time men’s top 

scorer, netting twice 
in his national team 

5-1 win in a World 
Cup qualifying match 

against Bolivia in 
the Amazon city of 

Belem.

“I never imagined 
reaching this record. I 
want to say that I am not 
a better player than Pele. 
I always wanted to make 
my own story, write my 
name in the history of 
Brazilian football and 
the national team. And 
today I did that.”
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COMPARISON BETWEEN PELE AND NEYMAR

India have the edge over Pakistan after 
14 Asia Cup fixtures played in the 50-over 
format, having won seven times with two 
matches yielding no result.   

Overall ODI head-to-head outcomes, 
however, paints a different picture as 
Pakistan boast a win percentage of 54 
against their archrivals following 133 
encounters.

The outcome of the first-ever clash 
between the two sides, played in a 40-
over contest in 1978, went in India’s 
favour by a mere four-run margin. 

After three matches in Colombo, India 
are yet to defeat Pakistan who won the 
2004 encounter. Both the first fixture in 
1997 and the latest one in the ongoing 
Asia Cup’s group stage did not produce an 
outcome. 

The only time India won against 
Pakistan in Sri Lanka happened in 
Dambulla in 2010, a last-ball thriller 
where Harbhajan Singh arrived as the 
unlikely hero with the bat.  

India, Pakistan rekindle rivalry
AFP, Colombo

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam said 
Saturday his side will have an edge over 
India in their Asia Cup Super-Four clash, 
with a bowling line-up ready to win 
matches and tournaments.

The arch-rivals meet again in Colombo 
on Sunday after their group match was 
abandoned due to rain, which has played 
havoc with the 50-over tournament that 

is a precursor to the ODI World Cup in 
India.

An India-Pakistan clash remains one 
of the most hotly anticipated matches 
in world cricket because the two South 
Asian neighbours only play each other 
in multi-nation tournaments due to 
political tensions.

Pakistan won their opening match of 
the Super Four stage against Bangladesh 
and a second win will further enhance 
their chances of making the final on 
September 17.

But rain in the Sri Lankan capital is 
expected to play spoilsport again in the 
match, for which a reserve day has been 
kept aside.

“You can say we have the edge, as we 
have played back-to-back cricket here (in 
Sri Lanka) and in Pakistan,” Azam told 
reporters.

“It has been two-and-a-half months in 
Sri Lanka including the Test series, Lanka 

Premier League, Afghanistan series and 
now the Asia Cup. So, you can say it will 
be advantage (for us).”

Pakistan’s pace trio of Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Naseem Shah and Haris Rauf have 
stood out, with 23 wickets between them 
so far.

Shaheen, a left-arm quick who leads 
the bowling, rattled India with his 
opening burst in the group match, taking 
the key wickets of skipper Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli.

Azam said the team believes their 
bowlers can win them titles.

“Proud to have the fast bowlers that we 
have. One of the best (in the world),” said 
Azam.

“Fast bowlers win you tournaments 
and matches and I have total belief (in) 
them. The line-up that we have including 
Naseem and Faheem (Ashraf) is the best 
lot that we have.”

India opener Shubman Gill said not 

playing Pakistan regularly made it tough 
to gauge the opposition.

“We all know that their bowling attack 
is quite good and when you don’t play 
against such attacks often it makes a bit 
of difference in main tournaments,” said 
Gill.

Gill, who was bowled by Rauf for 10 
in Pallekele last week, and the Indian 
batsmen have been facing a left-arm 
specialist in their training to counter 
Shaheen. He said the variation “helps”.

India managed to post 266 all out after 
they slipped to 66-4 against Pakistan last 
week and Gill said the team has taken 
confidence from the fightback.

“Openers need to make a good start 
and need to dominate them from the 
beginning,” he said.

“In the league match, our top order 
did not click much, still we made a 
competitive total...so, it was a good sign.”

The coaches and captains of Bangladesh and 
India pose with the SAFF U-16 Championship 
trophy at the Changlimthang Stadium in 
Thimphu yesterday. Bangladesh, who began their 
campaign with a 1-0 defeat against India, will 
square off against the same opposition in today’s 
final. PHOTO: SAFF

Lamine Yamal became Spain’s youngest 
international and goalscorer aged 16 years and 
57 days when he scored the seventh goal for his 
team during a 7-1 thrashing of Georgia in a Euro 
2024 qualifier on Friday. The winger broke the 
previous record of Barca teammate Gavi, who 
was 17 years and 62 days when he made his 
debut in 2021.  Yamal is also now the youngest 
player to score in Euro qualifying, taking the 
record from Wales legend Gareth Bale (17 years 
and 83 days). PHOTO: REUTERS

Medvedev determined to 
deny Djokovic’s 24th

REUTERS

Daniil Medvedev expects Novak Djokovic to 
be in top form at Sunday’s US Open final, 
but the third-seeded Russian adds that he 
will try to produce his “best-ever version” 
to beat the record-23-time Grand Slam 
champion.

Medvedev prevailed 7-6(3), 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 in 
a fascinating encounter that ended top seed 
Carlos Alcaraz’s reign 
as Flushing Meadows 
champion, with the 
27-year-old setting 
up a rematch of his 
triumphant 2021 finale 
against Djokovic.

Djokovic, 36, is 
hunting a fourth U.S. 
Open title that would 
see him equal Margaret 
Court’s record haul of 24 Grand Slams and a 
good measure of revenge on Medvedev.

“He (Djokovic) is always better than the 
previous time he plays. For example, I beat 
him in the U.S. Open final, he beat me in 
Bercy (Paris Masters) in a great match. 
Carlos beat him in Wimbledon, he beat him 
in Cincinnati,” Medvedev told reporters.

“Novak is going to be his best version 
on Sunday, and I have to be the best-ever 
version of myself if I want to try to beat him.

“Novak, when he loses, he’s never the 
same after... It’s just a different mentality... 

So, I have to use it knowing that he’s going 
to be 10 times better than he was that day. 
And I have to be, if I want to still beat him, 10 
times better than I was that day.”

Djokovic battled past American Ben 
Shelton in straight sets on Friday to set up 
a rematch with Russia’s Medvedev, who 
denied him a rare calendar Grand Slam two 
years ago.

The memory of that 
bitter defeat was still 
fresh in his mind, as 
Djokovic told reporters 
he was trying not to 
focus on the significance 
of a 24th major title that 
would match Margaret 
Court’s all-time singles 
record.

“(I don’t) think about 
the history too much in this sense, you 
know, because when I did that in the past, 
like, ‘21 finals here I was maybe overwhelmed 
with the occasion and the opportunity and I 
underperformed,” said Djokovic.

“So, I don’t want this to happen again, 
and I’ll try to, you know, just focus on what 
needs to be done and tactically prepare 
myself for that match.”

Djokovic won the Australian Open and 
hoisted the trophy at Roland Garros already 
this year. He had a chance to collect his 24th 
major title in Wimbledon but was denied in 
the finale by Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz.

SPORTS REPORTER

While skipper Shakib Al Hasan 
pointed to the inability of putting 
on a big opening stand as one of 
the reasons behind his team’s 21-
run defeat against Sri Lanka in their 
crucial Super Four encounter, the 
performance in yesterday’s match 
practically summed up Bangladesh’s 
inconsistent batting performance 
throughout the Asia Cup.

Poor shot-selection and lack of 
responsibility shown by the batters 
was the highlight of the Bangladesh 
innings once again as the Tigers 
brought their own downfall despite 
Mehedi Hasan Miraz and Naim 
Sheikh getting the team off to a 
decent start with a 55-run opening 
stand in chase of 258.

“Chasing 260 (258) runs on that 
wicket, we needed partnership at 
the start. Though we got to fifty, 
we needed an 80-or-100-run 
partnership. Then we could have 
chased such a target because there 
was help for the bowlers, especially 
the spinners and seamers as well. 
Our top four didn’t get enough 
runs and we didn’t bowl well at 
the start,” Shakib said at the post-
match presentation ceremony.

Bangladesh lost four wickets for 
28 runs in nine overs to go from 55 
for none to 83 for four before Hridoy 
and Mushfiqur Rahim steadied the 
ship for a while.

But once again the experienced 
Mushfiqur threw his wicket away 
after scoring 29 runs off 48 balls 
and ending a promising 72-run 
fifth-wicket stand, Bangladesh’s 

hopes of a victory virtually rested 
on the shoulders of Hridoy.

The young man then fought a 
lone battle before being dismissed 
for 82 off 97 balls, striking seven 

fours and a six but it always 
proved to be a tough ask with a 
fragile tail. 

“He (Towhid Hridoy) batted really 
well; he played in the LPL (Lanka 
Premier League) here and he had 
a good tournament and I think 
that gave him the confidence. If he 
could stay there a bit longer... but 
you know that happens. There are 
lot of ifs and buts we can talk about. 
I thought Sri Lanka played better 
than us and that’s why they are the 
winners,” Shakib said.

Bangladesh had done a decent 
job after electing to bowl first, 
with the three pacers picking 
up eight wickets. But according 
to Shakib, right-hander Sadeera 
Samarawickrama’s blistering 
72-balls 93 took the game away 
from the Tigers.

“I thought it was a good toss to 
win. At the start we didn’t bowl 
particularly well. I thought there 
were lot of help for the bowlers 
but we couldn’t get the wicket. 
Credit should go to Sri Lanka for 
the way they handled the new ball. 
But from there on, we came back 
really strong but the way Sadeera 
(Samarawickrama) played, he took 
the game away from us,” opined 
Shakib.

Shakib rues lack of runs at the top

SCORES 
IN BRIEF

SRI LANKA: 
257 for nine 
in 50 overs 
(Samarawickrama 93, 
Medis 50; Taskin 3-62, 
Mahmud 3-57)

Bangladesh: 
236 all out in 48.1 
overs (Hridoy 82, 
Mushfiqur 29; 
Shanaka 3-28, 
Pathirana 3-58)

Result: Sri Lanka won 
by 21 runs

Player-of-the-
match: 
Sadeera 
Samarawickrama
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