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Find lasting solution
FROM PAGE 3

Minister Sheikh Hasina 
sheltered 1.2 million forcibly 
displaced people from 
Myanmar on humanitarian 
grounds. However, even 
in the seventh year of the 
crisis, there is no solution in 
sight whereas Bangladesh 
is pushed to the limits.

The president said 
Bangladesh wishes to 
enhance its relations with 
Asean and institutionalise 
it by becoming Asean’s 
Sectoral Dialogue Partner.

“There are many 
sectors including trade, 
investment, trans-national 
security issues, and 
climate change where 
Asean and Bangladesh can 

cooperate,” he added.
Saying that the Indian 

Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) has evolved into 
an important regional 
forum on shared values 
and mutual cooperation, 
he said it has provided a 
platform for cooperation 
in six priority areas and two 
cross-cutting issues with 
further possibilities.

“The region -- linked by 
commerce for centuries -- 
is still at the centre of global 
trade and investment flows. 
IORA can reap benefits 
from most of the emerging 
connectivity options and 
Asean is on top of this list,” 
he added.

He said he is elated to 
see the institutionalisation 
of co-operation between 
Asean and IORA and 
warmly welcomed the newly 
signed MoU between them.

IORA’s engagement in 
the Indo-Pacific region 
would ensure a fair, 
equitable and sustainable 
trade and investment 
environment that would 
enhance economic growth 
and cooperation while 
building resilient regional 
and global value chains, he 
hoped.
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However, she was 
diagnosed with dengue 
again and admitted to the 
hospital on September 3,” 
he said.

A nurse of the hospital 
said they are getting 
many patients who are 
coming from outside 
Dhaka as dengue control 
measures outside Dhaka, 
especially at the union 
parishad level, are almost 
nonexistent.

Julia Haque, wife of 
Ainal Haque, 42, a resident 
of Ganda, Savar who is 

undergoing treatment at 
the Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College and 
Hospital said he never saw 
spraying insecticide in the 
Savar region.

Ainal said he was 
extremely cautious about 
catching dengue fever and 
took necessary steps so 
that Aedes larvae could 
not be bred around his 
house, but couldn’t prevent 
infection. 

He alleged that the 
authorities in his area 
did nothing to curb the 
mosquitos.  

Why would you call
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Bhattacharjee, were, 
among others, present 
during the event.

The prime minister 
lamented the damage 
to Bangladesh’s non-
communal spirit following 
the assassination of Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 
1975. She noted that the 
Hindu community had 
faced repression at various 
times after military ruler 
Ziaur Rahman illegally 
seized power.

Hasina expressed 
gratitude to the people 
of the country for 
supporting her party and 
providing the opportunity 

to restore Bangladesh’s 
non-communal spirit. 
She emphasised that her 
government had worked 
to uphold the spirit 
of the Liberation War 
through constitutional 
amendments and 
implement its ideals.

She underscored 
that secularism means 
people of all religions 
can freely practice their 
faith, and her government 
has reinstated the non-
communal spirit while 
emphasising that religions 
are for individuals while 
festivals are for all. She 
encouraged everyone to 
practise their respective 
religions properly.
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Co-curricular activities, alongside results
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For private schools, 
academic accreditation 
will be valid for three years, 
and registration for one 
year, with the possibility 
of renewal if conditions are 
met, he said, adding that 
the government will issue 
specific guidelines in this 
regard soon.

“Currently, only 10 
percent of schools are 
registered, while the 
remaining 90 percent 
operate without proper 
registration. These 
educational institutions will 
be granted a three-month 
period to complete their 

registration,” said Farid.
Emphaising the need for 

100 percent literacy, Zakir 
Hossain, state minister 
for primary and mass 
education, said, the literacy 
rate was 76.8 percent, 
among the population 
aged seven and above as 
per Bangladesh Sample 
Vital Statistics 2022.

“Achieving development 
goals require raising 
the literacy rate of the 
remaining 23.2 percent of 
the population,” he added.

At the event, the state 
minister was also asked 
about the establishment of 
a second Primary Teacher 

Training Institute (PTI), in 
his hometown Roumari 
upazila of Kurigram, 
despite a PTI already being 
present in the district.

A significant number of 
discussions had previously 
surfaced in this regard as 
some of the state minister’s 
relatives were said to be 
allegedly benefitting from 
the land acquisition process 
in this project, according to 
various media reports. 

Denying the allegations 
of personal benefits, Zakir 
said his initiative aims to 
benefit only the teachers in 
the char areas by ensuring 
training facilities near 

their homesteads instead 
of having to travel to 
Kurigram or Mymensingh 
for the facilities. 

“My family does not 
own any land in the area, 
but some of my distant 
relatives do. Their land was 
acquired for this project. 
The original price of the 
acquired land is three 
times the government’s 
acquisition rate,” he added. 

Currently, there are 67 
PTIs located throughout 
the country, serving the 
training needs of primary 
teachers under the 
Ministry of Primary and 
Mass Education.

‘Robber gang leader’ 
arrested in port city
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Cox’s Bazar police arrested a ‘robber gang leader’ from 
the Chattogram city on Wednesday. 

The arrestee, Khairul Boshor Suman Mia had sent 
10 people to the sea to rob fishing trawlers. The bodies 
of the sent ‘robbers’ were 
recovered from a fishing 
trawler in Najirartek area of 
Cox’s Bazar town on April 
23, said inspector Durjoy 
Biswas of Cox’s Bazar Sadar 
Police Station.

Suman was on the run 
since the bodies were 
recovered, added the 
inspector. 

“During primary 
interrogation, Suman 
confessed to sending 
those men to the sea. 
The deceased boat owner 
Shamsul was the leader of the gang. Sumon told us that 
he had sent those men to rob, not to die,” the officer 
added. 

Following the recovery of the bodies, Shamsul’s wife 
Rokeya Begum filed a case against four named and 60 
unnamed people with Cox’s Bazar Sadar Police Station 
on April 25.

Police have arrested eight people so far in this case.

Sumon told 
us that he had 

sent those 
men to rob, 
not to die.

DURJOY BISWAS

Inspector of Cox’s 
Bazar Sadar Police 

Station


