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ROAD CRASH

2 killed in Kishoreganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Two people were killed in a road crash in 
Kishoreganj’s Karimganj upazila yesterday morning.

The victims were identified as Hafizur Rahman 
Hashem, 32, and Somrat Mia, 38.

According to the police, Hashem, son of Samir 
Uddin of Komolbhogh village in Kishoreganj, was a 
teacher at Chowganga Fazil Madrasa in Kishoreganj. 
Somrat, son of Nazimuddin of Kajla village,  who 
used to share rides for a living. 

Quoting local people, Md Mazharul Islam, sub-
inspector of Karimganj Police Station, said Hashem 
and Somrat died on the spot after a truck hit them 
around 10:00am, when Hashem was going to his 
madrasa on the motorbike.

On information, police recovered the bodies 
and sent them to the Kishoreganj General Hospital 
morgue for autopsy. Police seized the truck, but the 
driver managed to flee the scene. A case was filed 
with the police station. 

3 die in bike 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Noakhali

At least three people, 
including two siblings, 
were killed in a road 
accident at Noakhali’s 
Begumganj upazila 
yesterday.

The deceased are 
Mohammad Riday, 18, 
his younger brother 
Aradhan Shuvo, 15, and 
their neighbour Md 
Zahed, 18. Locals said the 
trio were travelling on a 
motorbike from Ghatla 
to Horambi Bazar area.  
When they reached 
Boropole Horambi Road 
area at around 10:00am, 
the motorbike rider 
lost control and hit a 
roadside tree. All three 
fell on a roadside ditch 
and suffered serious 
injuries. Locals rescued 
them and took them to a 
nearby hospital.

As their physical 
condition deteriorated, 
they were shifted to 
the Noakhali General 
Hospital for better 
treatment, but on-duty 
doctors there declared 
them dead, said Md. 
Salauddin, chairman of 
local union parishad.

C o n t a c t e d , 
Begumganj Model Police 
Station’s sub-inspector 
Md Awlad Hossain 
confirmed the incident 
and said the bodies 
were handed over to the 
victims’ family members.

Illegal stone 
extraction resumes 

despite ban
Three rivers under severe 
threat in Lalmonirhat

S DILIP ROY

Illegal stone extraction in three rivers in 
Lalmonirhat’s Patgram upazila resumed in full 
swing after a six-year pause, resulting in massive 
damage to the water bodies, which may lead to 
erosion.

The local administration had taken strong 
measures to stop illegal stone extraction from 
rivers in 2017. However, with time, the activity has 
resumed on a greater scale.

According to locals, at least 200 dredger 
machines are currently employed in rampant stone 
extraction at the Dharla, Saniajan, and Shingimari 
rivers in the upazila.

Disregarding governmental regulations, 
politically influential figures are involved in this 
illicit endeavour, churning profits by exploiting 
natural resources and causing severe harm to the 
environment, they added.

Shamsul Islam, a 60-year-old resident of Masantari 
village in the upazila, said the locals are afraid to 
protest as they fear that the stone lifters, who are 
involved with political parties, would harass them.

The operation of mechanical dredgers, which 
can go over 100 metres beneath riverbeds, creates 
hollow spaces underground, which exacerbates the 
chances of erosion. Each of the 200 dredgers can 
extract 700 cubic feet of stone per day.

Such unplanned extraction is ultimately 
harming the locals who are now afraid of losing 
their homesteads and arable lands located along 
the river bank again, said Mansur Ali, a 65-year-old 
farmer from Bangkanda village.
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MINORITY RIGHTS

Oikya Morcha 
announces series 
of programmes
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Oikya Morcha, representing religious 
and ethnic minority organisations led by the 
Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha Christian Oikya 
Parishad, has announced  a series of programmes 
including mass hunger strikes and sit-ins 
scheduled in various districts from September 
8-23.

These events will culminate into a rally on 
October 6  at Suhrawardy Udyan, announced 
Rana Dasgupta, chief coordinator of the morcha 
and general secretary of the parishad, during a 
press conference at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. 

They have chosen to take to the streets in order 
to press for the fulfillment of pledges made in the 
ruling party’s election manifesto to protect the 
interests of minority communities, Rana said.

6 Islamic parties 
form alliance
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new alliance named Liberal Islamic Alliance 
(LIA) was formed yesterday, comprising of six 
Islamic and like-minded political parties.

The six Islamic parties are Bangladesh 
Supreme Party (BSP), Bangladesh Islami Oikya 
Jote, Ashikine Awlia Oikya Parishad Bangladesh, 
Bangladesh Janodal, Krishak Sramic Party and 
National Awami Party (NAP Vashani).

Speaking at a press conference, Chairman of 
the alliance and Bangladesh Supreme Party (BSP), 
Dr Shajada Syed Saifuddin Ahmed Maizbhandari 
said the alliance will always work in favour of pro-
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FLOOD IN SIRAJGANJ

Water recedes, 
not sufferings

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The flood situation in Sirajganj 
is improving as the water level 
has started to decreased in the  
Jamuna.

However, the river is still 
flowing above the danger level, 
leaving many still waterlogged.

According to Water 
Development Board in 
Sirajganj, the water of Jamuna 
at Hard Point was flowing 

11cm above the danger level 
at 6:00am yesterday, even 
though the water level had 
decreased by 11cm in the 
previous 24 hours.

Meanwhile, the water level 
at Kazipur point has decreased 
by 13cm and is now flowing at 
the danger mark.

“The onrush of water from 
upstream has decreased, so 
the water level has started 
falling,” said Ranajit Kumar, 

sub-divisional engineer of 
Sirajganj WDB.

However, people are still 
suffering as the floodwater has 
not receded fully, reports our 
correspondent visiting some 
flood-hit areas recently. 

Azizul Haque, a resident of 
Bamongram in Shahzadpur 
upazila, said recent flooding 
has inundated riverbank 
establishments and roads.
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NURSING JOBS IN AUSTRALIA

Opportunities 
up for grabs
Says Bangladesh mission 
in Canberra
JAMIL MAHMUD

Australia can be a destination for 
Bangladeshi nurses, as the Oceania 
nation is currently hiring professionals in 
the field from different countries due to a 
domestic shortage in workforce.

The Bangladesh High Commission in 
Canberra issued a letter to the Expatriates’ 
Welfare Ministry in July, citing the 
workforce shortage and requesting the 
ministry to take effective measures to 
utilise this opportunity.

According to the letter, Australian 
health providers maintain a registration 
process to hire foreign nurses. In this 
process, several thousand nurses from 
different countries—including India 
and Nepal—migrate to Australia each 
year.

“By following this process, it is possible 
to send many nurses to Australia 
from Bangladesh,” reads the letter, 
recommending government authorities 
to raise awareness about this opportunity 
among local nursing professionals.

Nursing is a dignified profession in 
Australia and an entry-level nurse can 
earn AUS $80,000 (Tk 57 lakh) per year, 
the letter adds.

At present, state-owned Bangladesh 
Overseas Employment and Services 
Limited (Boesl) send nurses to Kuwait 
in line with a memorandum of 
understanding.

Under the arrangement, 670 nurses 
have gone to Kuwait so far. Their wages 
range from Tk 90,000 to Tk 1,00,000 per 
month, according to “Labour Migration 
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Three school-goers glide home in a dinghy on a local canal in Jhalokathi’s Prashanda village, 
following classes. Letting children opt for such routes without any adult supervision is risky and 
can lead to drowning incidents. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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