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are in risk of being devoured 
by the Rupsha any time.

“I was a self-sufficient 
farmer a decade back. Now 
I am struggling to bear my 
family of seven. Who will 
compensate my losses?” he 
said.

Batiaghata upazila 
chairman Md Ashraful 
Alom Khan said extensive 
repairs to the river 
embankment must be 
done as the river current 
always erodes away mud 
from embankment.

More than 2,000 acres 
of arable land in 12 villages 
under the three unions have 
been lost in Rupsha and 
Kazibasa river erosion in the 
previous years, he said.

“Around 10,000 people 
in my union will not be 
able to live if WDB does not 
build a sustainable dam. 
The river banks should be 
protected with concrete 
blocks. The mud structures 
built in a disaster-prone 
area like this will not hold 
up if the banks are not 
preserved,” Ashraful added.

Md Sanaul Islam, a 
professor of Soil Science 
department at Khulna 
University, said that while 
constructing dams in 
the country’s south-west 

regions it should be kept in 
mind that the soil there is 
different from that in other 
regions. 

“Many things might have 
been overlooked during the 
construction of this dam,” 
Prof Sanaul added.

Md Ashraful Alam, 
executive engineer of WDB 
(Khulna-2) said they have 
already repaired some 
portion of the embankment.

“Measures have been 
taken to preserve the river 
bank,” he added.

Find a way 
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Gita Biswas, vice president 
of Mahila Oikya Parishad; 
Helen Monisha Sarkar, 
general secretary of 
YWCA, Bangladesh; Rakhi 
Mrong, vice president 
of Bangladesh Adivasi 
Union spoke at the event 
and urged the creation 
of a uniform family law 
irrespective of race, caste, 
and creed. 

Fuel strike postponed
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Bangladesh Tank-lorry 
Owners Association, 
Bangladesh Fuel Oil 
Distributors Association, 
Khulna Divisional Tank-
lorry Sramik Union and 
Padma, Meghna and 
Jamuna Tank-lorry Sramik 
Kalyan Samity observed 
the strike for 16 hours.

In Khulna, strikers 
staged blockades at the 
three state-owned depots, 
stopping fuel supply in 
at least 14 districts of the 
division and the greater 
Faridpur area.

In the capital, the fuel 
supply situation was normal 
during the morning. But 
later, the fuel stock ran out 
at different pumps. 

The Daily Star 
correspondents visited at 
least 13 petrol pumps in 
different areas of Dhaka 
and found only four pumps 
were selling fuel as usual. 

Four other pumps were 
found selling fuel partially.

In Banasree, a sign hung 
in front of a petrol pump 
read “Octane stock out”. 
However, the pump was 
selling other products. Till 
12:00pm, this newspaper 
visited six refuelling stations 
in Mohakhali, Tejgaon and 
Satrasta areas and found 
two were providing their 
usual services.

But later both the 
stations ran out of stock. 
Only diesel was available at 

one station.
Petrol pumps in Matsya 

Bhaban, Shahbag and 
Asadgate areas were found 
shut in the afternoon.

Palash Das, an employee 
of a private organization, 
was seen waiting at Elina 
Oil Pump at Notunrasta 
More in Khulna.  

He said he rushed here 
knowing the news, but 
couldn’t manage to refill. 

“I was supposed to go 
to my working station at 
Batiaghata which is 25 
km away from here. Now 
I have to take oil from the 
roadside shops at a higher 
rate,” he added.

Meanwhile, over three 
hundred tank-lorry drivers 
were waiting at different 
parts of three state-
owned oil depots --Padma, 
Meghna and Jamuna -- of 
Khalishpur area in Khulna. 

(Our Correspondent, 
Khulna contributed to this 
report)

Kuet observes
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along with guests, joined the 
rally. Later, in a discussion 
held in the auditorium, 
Prof Alamgir said, “The 
university has to work to 
meet the expectations of 
the nation. The joint efforts 
of all should ensure the 
quality of the university. 
No compromise should be 
made in terms of quality. 
We have to keep pace with 
the world.”

Prof Mihir said, “We 
need to focus more on 
education and research. 
With the dedication of all, 
Kuet will surely be able to 
secure a dignified position 
in the world very soon.”

President flies
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International Airport for 
Jakarta at 8:30am today, 
President’s Press Secretary 
Md Joynal Abedin told the 
news agency yesterday.

Chairperson of 
Bangladesh National 
Advisory Committee 
on Autism and 
N e u r o d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
Disorders Saima Wazed 
and Foreign Minister Dr 
AK Abdul Momen will also 
accompany the President 
during the visit.

At the invitation of 
Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo, ASEAN 
chair for 2023, President 
Shahabuddin will attend 
the ASEAN Summit and 
the East Asia Summit at the 
Jakarta Convention Center.

The president is 
expected to return home 
from Singapore on 
September 16.

We maintain friendly
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given us, we’re maintaining 
a friendly relation equally 
with all. Because, our 
goal is to uplift the socio-
economic condition of our 
country’s people.” 

PM Hasina said her 
government has so far been 
successful in achieving its 
goal to improve people’s life.

The premier was 
addressing the Bangladesh 
Navy and Bangladesh Air 
Force Selection Board-2023 
at the Secretariat of Navy 
Chief in Dhaka.

She extended her sincere 
thanks to the armed forces 
and all others concerned 
for their cooperation with 
the government.

“We’ll not engage in a war 
with anyone. We’ll maintain 
a friendly relation with all. 
We want to live in peace. But 
we’ll have to ensure all sorts 
of preparations to safeguard 
our independence and 
sovereignty,” she said, 
stressing the need for 
modernising the country’s 
armed forces.

“We’ve earned self-
dependency economically. 
Not only that, a brightened 

image of Bangladesh 
has also been created 
before the entire world. 
Bangladesh has been able 
to emerge as a role model 
for development,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned 
her government’s various 
successes and steps taken 
for modernising the armed 
forces.

The premier praised 
the tabulated record and 
comparative evaluation 
method followed in case of 
promotion of Navy and Air 
Force officers, describing 
it as a modern and logic-
based system.

“You should choose 
the officers, who are good 
in decision making and 
capable of gaining success 
by applying their prudence 
in any situation, for the 
leadership positions,” she 
said.

Stressing that the 
country’s armed forces 
stand beside the people in 
every disaster and tough 
time, she said, “You have 
been able to earn the trust 
and confidence of the 
people, which is the biggest 
matter.”

Childhood lost
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manager of Khaja Traders, 
said, “I will investigate it, 
and whoever sells dandy 
to street children will be 
punished,” he added.

According to the 
Department of Narcotics 
Control (DNC), a total of 
47 children have taken 
treatment from the 
indoor department of the 
government rehabilitation 
center in 2016, which rose 
to 608 by 2021. It was 74 
in 2017, 80 in 2018, 109 
in 2019, and 496 in 2020, 
shows the DNC database.

Manjurul Islam, deputy 
director of DNC, told The 
Daily Star that most of 
these children are dandy-
addicted and mostly stay 
on the streets.

“We have increased the 
monitoring and vigilance 
in the last couple of years, 
so the children are now 
taking assistance from the 
rehab center to get rid of 
the problem,” he said.

Asked about the 
unregulated sale of the 
glue, Manjurul said “We 
have already brought 
the manufacturers and 
wholesalers under licensing.”

However, it is not 
possible to bring the 
retailers, shoemakers, and 
rickshaw repair shops under 
licensing, he explained.

“We have increased our 

awareness in these sectors 
so that these glues are not 
sold to children,” he added.

During a visit to the 
capital’s Old Dhaka, these 
correspondents found 
some more children  
sniffing dandies sitting in 
the shade of Banglabazar 
foot bridge. Their eyes 
reflect a haunting 
emptiness instead of being 
filled with curiosity

“I do not have any family. 
I live alone in this big city. 
Dandy is all I have,” one of 
them said.

According to Dr Sifat 
E Sayeed, a child mental 
health specialist at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University, 
the widespread availability 
and affordability of 
the drug make it easily 
accessible to street 
children, enabling them to 
easily obtain and share it 
amongst themselves.

“It serves as a gateway 
to more severe addictive 
drugs,” she added.

She explains that the drug 
poses a dual threat to the 
human body, causing two 
distinct forms of damage. 

“Firstly, it leads to 
inflammation or wounds 
on the nasal tract lining, 
and secondly, it contains 
carcinogenic elements, 
making it highly harmful 
to health,” she said.
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Death anniv 
of M Abdur 
Rahim today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is 
the seventh 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of M Abdur 
R a h i m , 
a close 
associate of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and western zone chairman 
of the then Mujibnagar 
government, said a press 
release.

A Liberation War 
organiser, Rahim was a 
lawyer and recipient of the 
Swadhinata Padak.

On this occasion, 
family members and 
different organisations 
have arranged various 
programmes including doa 
mahfil and Qurankhwani.

BR workers’
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However, despite engaging 
with Director General and 
Secretary of Bangladesh 
Railways, the issue remains 
unresolved. We now hope 
for the Prime Minister’s 
intervention to resolve 
the issue,” said Mokhlesur 
Rahman, a protester.

Meanwhile, eight trains 
failed to run as per their 
schedules due to the sit-in, 
causing inconvenience to 
the passengers waiting at 
Kamalapur Railway Station 
for hours. However, the 
ticket prices, purchased 
both online and offline, 
were refunded. 

Kamalapur station 
manager Mohammad 
Masud Sarwar said, “Train 
services resumed around 
2:30pm.” 

It’s for govt
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Junaid Saki, chief 
coordinator of 
Ganosanhati Andolon, 
said the government needs 
this law to maintain its 
power and legitimise the 
suppression of dissent.

“No matter what we 
discuss here, these laws 
will remain in place as long 
as they are in power. So, 
the movement to repeal 
this law is the movement 
to remove the government 
from power.”

To keep people in fear is 
a tool of this government, 
the detention of Jagannath 
University student 
Khadijatul Kobra in jail for 
a year is just an example of 
that, Saki said.

Saiful Huq, general 
secretary of Biplabi 
Workers’ Party, said, 
“It’s [CSA] not about 
cybersecurity; it’s actually 
a law for the government’s 
security.”


