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People walk past fallen wall at a police station following Super Typhoon Saola in Hong Kong, China yesterday.
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Protesters hold sticks and flags near members of Israeli security forces during violent demonstrations by 
Eritrean asylum seekers, including both supporters and opponents of the Eritrean government, in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Iraq crash kills 18 
including Iranian 
pilgrims
AFP, Samarra

A collision between two minibuses killed 18 
people, mostly Iranian pilgrims, north of the Iraqi 
capital Baghdad, medical officials said yesterday.
The “horrible accident” occurred between Dujail 
and Samarra, state news agency INA said, citing 
Khaled Burhan, director of health services in 
Salaheddin province. Among the dead were 14 
Iranians, two Afghans and two people yet to be 
identified, another hospital official said.

Thai king endorses 
new cabinet
AFP, Bangkok

Thailand’s king endorsed a new cabinet 
yesterday, taking the country one step closer to 
a fully functional administration after months 
of political deadlock. King Maha Vajiralongkorn 
acknowledged the new cabinet led by Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin and the appointment 
of 34 ministers, according to a statement in the 
Royal Gazette, including some from the previous 
deeply unpopular army-backed administration. 
“Srettha Thavisin, the prime minister, has selected 
a qualified cabinet to administer the country 
further, so the King has commanded a new 
cabinet,” the statement read.

Work begins on 
Iraq-Iran rail link
AFP, Baghdad

Iraq’s prime minister yesterday inaugurated 
construction work on what is slated to become 
the first railway line connecting the country to 
neighbouring Iran, a major political and economic 
partner. The “Basra-Chalamja connection project” 
will link the major port city of Basra in southern 
Iraq to Iran’s vast railway network through the 
Chalamja border crossing, a transport ministry 
official told AFP. It is estimated that the project 
will take “between 18 and 24 months”. The goal is 
to be able to transport “travellers from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Central Asian countries” to 
Shiite holy cities, Prime Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani said in a speech.

Russia ‘trying to silence’ 
peace laureate Muratov
Says Nobel committee; Nobel Foundation uninvites Russian 

envoy to prize ceremony

AFP, Oslo/ Stockholm

Russia is trying “to silence” the 2021 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dmitry 
Muratov by branding the journalist a 
foreign agent, the body in charge of 
the prestigious award said yesterday.

“Dmitry Muratov was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize ... for his efforts 
to promote freedom of speech 
and freedom of information, and 
independent journalism,” Berit Reiss-
Andersen, chair of the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee, said in a statement.

“It is sad that Russian authorities 
are now trying to silence him. 
The accusations against him are 
politically motivated,” she added.

Reiss-Andersen said the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee 
“continues to stand behind the 
important work” done by Muratov 
and the independent publication 
Novaya Gazeta.

The Nobel Foundation meanwhile 
said it was reversing its decision to 
invite ambassadors from Russia and 
Belarus to this year’s Nobel award 
ceremony in Stockholm, after the 
move sparked a backlash.

Ukrainian foreign ministry 
spokesman Oleg Nikolenko wrote on 
Facebook that the foundation should 
support efforts to isolate Russia and 
Belarus as “millions of Ukrainians 
suffer from an unprovoked war and 

the Russian regime is not punished 
for its crimes”.

Yesterday, Nikolenko called the 
reversal a “victory for humanism.”

“We thank everyone who 
demanded the restoration of justice. 
We are convinced that a similar 
decision should be made regarding 
the Russian and Belarusian 
ambassadors to Oslo,” he said in 
another post to Facebook.

In 2022, the Nobel Foundation, 
which organises the annual Nobel 
prize ceremony and banquet in 
Stockholm, decided not to invite the 
Russian and Belarusian ambassadors 
to the Stockholm award event 
because of the war in Ukraine.

Gabon 
reopens 
borders 3 days 
after coup
REUTERS, Dakar

Gabon reopened its 
borders yesterday, an army 
spokesman said, three days 
after closing them during 
a military coup in which 
President Ali Bongo was 
ousted. Military officers 
led by General Brice Oligui 
Nguema seized power on 
Wednesday, placed Bongo 
under house arrest and 
installed Nguema as head 
of state, ending the Bongo 
family’s 56-year hold on 
power. The coup - the eighth 
in West and Central Africa 
in three years - has raised 
concerns about a contagion 
of military takovers across 
the region that have erased 
democratic progress made 
in the last two decades. Coup 
leaders have come under 
international pressure to 
restore civilian government 
but said that they would not 
rush to hold elections.

Typhoon Saola slams 
southern China
Weakens to severe storm

AFP, Hong Kong

Typhoon Saola swept across southern 
China yesterday after tearing down 
trees and smashing windows in Hong 
Kong, although the megacity avoided 
a feared direct hit from one of the 
region’s strongest storms in decades.

Tens of millions of people in the 
densely populated coastal areas of 
southern China had sheltered indoors 
on Friday ahead of the storm.

Saola had triggered Hong Kong’s 
highest threat level on Friday evening 
-- issued only 16 times since World War 
II -- and registered winds of around 210 
kilometres per hour at its peak.

It was downgraded before dawn 
yesterday as the typhoon passed the 
city and tracked towards coastal areas 
of mainland China -- where it weakened 
into a severe tropical storm.

So far, Hong Kong has had no 
reported casualties and far less 
damage than that created by 2018’s 
powerful Typhoon Mangkhut, but 
authorities warned people to stay 
away from the shoreline as Saola was 

still whipping up strong gales.
AFP journalists saw multiple 

fallen trees strewn across Hong Kong 
roads, broken windows, and crumpled 
scaffolding from under-construction 
buildings, while local media reported that 
solar panels had been ripped off rooftops.

The last storm to earn the city’s 
highest typhoon alert, Mangkhut 
shredded trees and unleashed floods 
across the city, leaving more than 300 
people injured in its wake.

In mainland China, it killed six 
people and impacted the lives of more 
than three million others.

Saola made landfall in the Chinese 
coastal city of Zhuhai, where workers 
on yesterday moved metal railings from 
roads and cleared sand whipped from a 
nearby beach.

By afternoon, it had moved west to the 
tourist island of Hailing in Guangdong 
province, bringing sustained winds at a 
speed of 100 kilometres (62 miles) per 
hour.

Guangdong province downgraded 
its emergency response due to the 
weakened windspeed by afternoon.

Singapore ex-
deputy PM elected 
president 
AFP, Singapore 

Singapore’s former deputy prime minister Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam was elected president Friday, 
earning a landslide victory in the city-state’s first 
contested vote for the largely ceremonial position in 
more than a decade.

Singaporeans headed to the polls that were closely 
watched as an indication of support for the ruling 
party after a rare spate of scandals, but the longtime 
stalwart of the party won more than two-thirds of the 
vote over two rivals.

“I believe that it’s a vote of confidence in Singapore. 
It’s a vote of optimism for a future in which we 
can progress together and support each other as 
Singaporeans,” the former finance minister said in a 
speech before the results were announced.

“I’m humbled by this vote. It is not just a vote for me, 
it is a vote for Singapore’s future.”

He won 70.4 percent of the vote to win a six-year 
term. His main rival Ng Kok Song conceded after 
winning only 15.7 percent of the vote.

G20 MEET IN INDIA

Summit important 
despite Russia, 
China absence
Says German chancellor

REUTERS, Frankfruit 

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said the upcoming 
G20 summit in India remains 
important despite the 
absence of Russia and China, 
in an interview with German 
radio station Deutschlandfunk 
released late on Friday.

The G20 still has an important 
contribution to make and a “big damn obligation” to 
fulfil, said Scholz, particularly as BRICS - a grouping of 
the world economies of Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa - grows in significance.

Scholz also said countries with a colonial history 
had a responsibility to enable development in former 
colonies. He offered to help former colonies exploit 
and process their natural resources in what he called 
“fair partnerships.”


