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daily newspapers Krishak 
and Navajug and many 
other periodicals. 

An immensely 
successful politician, 
Ahmad was the provincial 
education minister of 
Sher-e-Bangla AK Falzul 
Haq’s United Front 
government and, in 1957, 
served as the commerce 
and industries minister of 
the central government. 
His contributions to the 
development of East Bengal 
is undeniable.

Among his famous 
satirical novels, “Aina”, 
“Asmani Parda”, “Gulliverer 
Safarnama,” and “Food 
Conference” are notable. 
Two of his autobiographies 
are “Atma Katha” and 
“Amar Dekha Rajnitir 
Panchash Bachhar”. While 
his works bring out his own 
personal struggles, they 
also depict the historical 

and social challenges faced 
by the common people of 
that period.

His role in the initial 
days of Pakistan was 
extremely important in 
highlighting issues of 
economic and cultural 
rights for the people of East 
Pakistan. He was one of 
the earliest proponents of 
Bangla being the national 
language of the country.

He had written 
extensively about the 
issues of national language 
since the beginning of the 
‘40s and also contributed 
actively to the Language 
Movement as the editor 
of Ittehad. Abul Mansur 
Ahmad was the author 
of the famous 21-point 
manifesto for the United 
Front in the 1954 election, 
which saw the demise of the 
Muslim League from power 
and from the politics of East 
Pakistan. The manifesto 

was a historic document 
that first portrayed the 
political, economic, and 
cultural aspirations of the 
suppressed Bangalees.

The military regime of 
Ayub Khan imprisoned 
Abul Mansur Ahmad 
several times as a result of 
his political activities in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s.

On the occasion of 
his birth anniversary, a 
discussion programme will 
be organised on September 
16 at 4:00pm.

Journalist Abul Momen 
will be the main speaker 
in award giving ceremony 
titled “Centenary of 
Abul Mansur Ahmad’s 
Journalism and Essay 
Competition Awards”, 
at Dhaka University’s 
Professor Muzaffar Ahmed 
Chowdhury Auditorium. 
Prof Sirajul Islam 
Chowdhury will preside 
over the programme.

Dhaka stresses on 
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also spoke at the opening 
session of the event.

Bangladesh Institute 
of International and 
Strategic Studies (BIISS) and 
Bangladesh Foundation 
for Regional Studies (BRFS) 
hosted the daylong seminar.

Foreign Secretary Masud 
Momen said Bangladesh 
cannot afford to pursue 
a divisive or exclusionary 
approach to the Indo-
Pacific as we strive towards 
collective resilience and 
prosperity in tandem with 
their own development 

trajectory.
Like all Indo-Pacific 

partners, he said, 
Bangladesh faces a number 
of non-traditional security 
threats that can be a serious 
detriment to our economic 
growth and development 
aspirations unless we tackle 
them through effective 
regional and international 
collaboration.

“Here, we would like 
to stress that security or 
defence cooperation does 
not necessarily entail 
joining any military bloc or 
alliance,” he added.

Over 2,200 sued
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obstructing government 
work using explosives and 
attacking the police in 
Gaibandha town during 
the party’s rally on Friday.

Sub-Inspector Zakaria 
of Gaibandha Sadar police 
station filed the case 
yesterday afternoon.

Three accused have 
already been arrested in 
the case, said Masud Rana, 
officer-in-charge (OC) of 
Gaibandha Sadar police 
station.

The clash broke out on 
Friday afternoon when BNP 

brought out a procession in 
Gaibandha on the occasion 
of the founding anniversary 
of the party.

Dr Moinul Hasan Sadiq, 
president of Gaibandha 
chapter BNP, said when 
their rally reached 
Shahid Minar area of 
the municipality, police 
obstructed them and 
charged batons to disperse 
the BNP leaders and 
activists. Police also fired 
tear gas shells and bullets, 
leaving 20 leaders and 
activists of the BNP injured, 
claimed the BNP leader.

Honouring two
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“Dream big, ignore what 
the society thinks and 
always follow your passion,” 
she advised young girls.

Meanwhile, Mst Sakina 
Khanam is the chief 
innovator behind BINA 
line-25, a novel climate 
change- resistant strain 
of rice that can solve 
Bangladesh’s food security 
and demand issues. She 
received her doctorate from 
Kobe University, Japan, and 
then went on to complete 
her post-doc in Korea 
and UAE. She is currently 
working as the Principal 
Scientific Officer of Plant 

Genetics & Breeding at 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Nuclear Agriculture (BINA).

After receiving the 
award, she too, appreciated 
this Stellar Women 
initiative in her welcome 
speech.

“Believe in your 
qualifications and prove 
yourself. Don’t let your 
focus stray even for a bit,” 
she added.

bti Managing Director 
FR Khan, , Head of 
Marketing at The Daily Star 
Imran Kadir,and several 
other senior officials of 
both the organisations 
attended the event.

50 editors protest
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against the provisions of 
the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) and 
the laws of Bangladesh, 
safeguarding labour rights, 
the editors added.

Such statements and 
letters from the globally 
famous and Nobel 
laureate personalities 
are unwanted and 
unethical, they said, 
adding the demand that 
one cannot be prosecuted 
or sued for committing 
crimes is contrary to the 
establishment of justice 
and the rule of law. 

“We think they made 
such a demand without 
having proper knowledge 
about the cases (against 
Dr Yunus). So, we would 
like to invite them or 
their representatives 
to come to Bangladesh 
and observe whether Dr 
Yunus is being harassed 
at all. Honourable Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
has already given this 
message, and we also 
support it,” said the 
eminent editors.

The comments made 
in the letter regarding 
democracy and elections 
in Bangladesh are 

tantamount to direct 
interference in an 
independent and sovereign 
state, the statement said, 
adding, as citizens of the 
independent country, 
which emerged through 
the great Liberation War, 
the people of Bangladesh 
will not accept such 
insulting, unwanted and 
illegal interference from 
any quarter. 

“We call upon all 
concerned to show 
respect to Bangladesh’s 
independence, sovereignty, 
independent judiciary and 
labour rights,” the editors 
said.

The editors included 
the Daily Observer Editor 
Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, 
the Ajker Patrika Editor 
Golam Rahman, the Ittefaq 
Editor Tasmima Hossain, 
Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS) Chief Editor 
Abul Kalam Azad, the 
Kaler Kantho Chief Editor 
Imdadul Haque Milan, the 
Samakal Editor Alamgir 
Hossain, the Jugantor 
Editor Saiful Alam, the 
Bangladesh Pratidin 
Editor Naem Nizam, UNB 
Editor Farid Hossain and 
the Bhorer Kagoj Editor 
Shyamal Dutt.

7000 families
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least 798 houses went 
underwater 5,683 hectares 
of agricultural land were 
damaged, it said.

Abdullah Al Mamun, 
Executive Engineer 
of Kurigram Water 
Development Board , said, 
“There is no imminent 
possibility of rise in water 
levels in the next 48 
hours, which indicates an 
improvement in the flood 
situation.”

DC of Kurigram, 
Mohammad Saidul Arif, said 
that resources have been 
allocated by the district and 
upazila administrations to 
aid flood-affected people. 
Distribution of relief 
materials is underway, he 
said.

“Furthermore, 18 
permanent and 361 
temporary shelters have 
been established to provide 
shelter to the displaced 
residents, and an adequate 
number of speedboats and 
boats are on standby for 
flood rescue operations,” 
he added.

In Gaibandha, academic 
activities of sixty primary, 
secondary schools and 
madrasas in four upazilas 
have been suspended due 
to the ongoing flood.

Repression
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“These findings are based 
on information from 
various media outlets in 
Bangladesh, as well as 
investigations conducted 
by the HRSS’s dedicated 
unit and input from local 
representatives.”

The statement also 
pointed out that violence 
against women continues 
unabated with as many as 
85 women being raped, of 
whom 38 were minors.

“It is of great concern 
that 13 women and 
children were gang-raped 
and 2 were killed after the 
rape,” it said. They also 
logged one incident of acid 
violence.

Water, water everywhere
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“I have already informed the 
civil surgeon, upazila nirbahi 
officer, chairmen of local 
upazila and union parishad 
on different occasions but 
the problem has yet to be 
resolved,” said Dr Mahmud.

More than 100 hospital 
staff and their family 
members reside in the 
hospital’s dormitories and 
they are also victim of the 
situation, he added.

Alongside the drinking 
water crisis, the health 
complex, has been lacking 
facilities including necessary 
tests and C-section 
operation, depriving the 
haor people, who are mostly 
poor, of much needed 
medical services.

Although the hospital 
has a modern operation 
theatre, due to lack of 
surgery and anesthesia 
consultants, surgeries are 
not being done now.

The hospital has 130 staff 
posts, including 15 ones of 

doctors and 33 of nurses. 
At present, only four 

doctors are working at the 
hospital while six doctors -- 
including gynae, anesthesia 
and medicine consultants 
-- are on deputation at 
Netrakona General Hospital 
and Madan Upazila Health 
Complex, and five doctor 
posts, including that of 
dental surgeon, are vacant.   

Two other posts 
of lab technician and 
radiographer also have 
been lying vacant. A 
radiographer appointed 
through outsourcing is now 
running the x-ray machine. 
All the five posts of cleaners 
are also lying vacant, 
which means maintaining 
cleanliness at the hospital is 
another of its woes. 

For now, the cleaning 
activities are performed by 
some cleaners appointed 
through outsourcing.

Masud Mia, a patient 
from Laxmipur village in 
Khaliajury, said his family 

members have to collect 
drinking water from outside 
and it is problematic.

Md Nazim Uddin 
Sarker, former chairman of 
Krishnapur Union Parishad 
in Khaliajury, said he 
recently took his daughter-
in-law, who was expecting, 
to the health complex but 
the required test facilities 
were not available there 
and hence the patient was 
referred to Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital, 
which cost him Tk 6,500 for 
boat and ambulance fare.

It is very painful when 
the patients -- including 
pregnant women -- have 
to visit the district hospital 
and they have to bear Tk 
1,500 to Tk 2,000 in extra 
expenses, which is a serious 
burden for the poor haor 
people, Nazim Uddin added.

Contacted, Netrakona 
Civil Surgeon Dr Md Selim 
Miah said he will look into 
mitigating the problems as 
soon as possible.
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