
CITY  
Sundarbans 
reopens today 
after 3 months
Fishing ban lifted in 
Kaptai Lake
STAR REPORT

The Sundarbans is opening today for 
fishermen, other forest-based livelihood 
earners and tourists, after remaining 
closed for three months.

The forest department banned the 
entry of all types of foresters, including 
tourists, in the Sundarbans from June 1 to 
August 31 to ensure the breeding of 375 
species of wild animals and 291 species of 
fish, including the Bengal tiger and deer.

The department provided fishermen, 
bawali (reed collectors), and other forest-
based livelihood earners, including tour 
guides, with a pass permit yesterday 
to enter the Sundarbans ahead of the 
reopening. 

Jaber Islam, a fisherman from 
Sharankhola in Bagerhat, told the Daily 
Star that they were in great trouble 
because of the ban, but now it’s a relief 
that they can catch fish in the canals and 
rivers of the Sundarbans again.

Meanwhile, fishing in Rangamati’s 
Kaptai Lake resumed in the early hours of 
today following the end of a ban of more 
than four months imposed by the local 
administration to boost fish production, 
reports UNB. 

Though such a ban is usually enforced 
for three months, this year’s ban lasted for 
132 days due to a drop in the water level of 
the lake due to a lack of rain.

The decision to withdraw the ban 
was taken at a meeting presided over 
by Rangamati Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Mohammad Mosaraf Hossain Khan 
yesterday. 
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MADHUMATI RIVER EROSION IN FARIDPUR

Lone school on verge 
of collapse in Bajra

Locals fear, if erosion goes on unchecked, 
more than 500 households will be lost

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Bajra-Charpara Government Primary 
School in Bajra village of Faridpur’s 
Alfadanga upazila is the only institution 
that provides the children access to 
education in the area.

The school, however, is under threat 
of collapse due to erosion of Madhumati 
river, which is swelling with onrush of 
water in the monsoon and is now within 
a hand’s reach from the school building. 

“Madhumati is devouring our union 
[Gopalpur] gradually. The erosion will 
get worse when the river water will 
recede a few days later,” said Gopalpur 
Union Parishad Chairman Khan Saiful 
Islam.

“If we cannot save the school, our 
children will lose their scope to get 
education,” said Araj Ali, 70, a resident 
of the village.

“The school was established in 1995 
and its new building was built in 2012. 
The river has already come very close 
to the school building. The toilet of our 
school has tilted towards the west due 
to erosion. It may collapse any moment, 
and eventually the main building of the 
school will also cave in. Due to this fear, 
many students have stopped coming to 
the school,” said Farida Begum, head 
teacher of the school. 

Md Matabbar, 54, a resident of 

Katlasur area of   Gopalpur union, said 
the river has come within 200 metres of 
the houses being constructed under a 
shelter project at the village. 

A similar scenario was seen across 
one and half kilometre stretch of the 
riverbank under   Panchuria, Bana and 
Gopalpur unions in the upazila, leaving 
the people in panic with every passing 
day of monsoon.  

Homesteads of at least 500 families, 
alongside schools and mosques in the 
three unions, are under grave threat of 
river erosion, according to locals.

The Water Development Board had 
dumped geo sand bags in the area for a 

while, which reduced erosion to some 
extent. However, WDB stopped the work 
and erosion began again in the monsoon, 
said SM Mizanur Rahman, chairman of 
Pachuria union.

Every day, people of the area are 
having their homesteads and croplands 
disappearing into the river due to 
erosion, he said.

At least 200 bighas of cropland have 
already been lost due to river erosion this 
year in Bana union, said UP chairman 
Harun-or-Rashid.

“I have been witnessing erosion of the 
Madhumati river since my childhood. 
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Missing boy’s body 
found in Karnaphuli
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chattogram

Police yesterday recovered the body of a seventh 
grader, who went missing after school on Tuesday, 
from Karnaphuli river in city’s Abhay Mitra Ghat 
area.

Adrip Ayan Sayan, 13, son of Biswa Jit Das, a 
resident of city’s South Bakalia area, was a student 
of Hazi Muhammad Mohsin High School in the city.

However, police could not determine whether it 
was a murder or suicide.

His body, which did not have any injury marks, 
was identified by his father, said police. River police 
recovered the floating body after locals informed 
the police at around 2:00pm.

Adrip went missing from the College Road area 
on Tuesday.

His father filed a missing diary with Chawakbazar 
Police Station in this regard, said Sub-Inspector (SI) 
Md Imran.
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Teacher accused of 
forcing students to 
clean toilet
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Over 100 villagers yesterday besieged a primary 
school, protesting “misconducts” of the head 
teacher, who allegedly forced students to clean 
toilets and wash clothes.

The incident took place at Kumarpara 
Government Primary School in Raghunathpur 
area in Dinajpur around 10:00am and continued 
for three hours.

Speaking to The Daily Star, several students 
and guardians alleged that head teacher Merina 
Khatun Banu forced student to do menial jobs 
like cleaning toilets, washing  clothes and utensils. 
If any student refused, she physically punished 
them, they alleged.

“I was forced to wash clothes of madam [head 
teacher] recently. In the past, she beat me with a 
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UNESCO ROUNDTABLE

Media houses yet to 
be women friendly
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The workplace environment for media professionals 
is not particularly welcoming for women, and 
people do not have a full understanding of gender 
issue because they are not taught about it in school, 
speakers said in a roundtable yesterday.

Unesco in partnership with UN Women 
organised the roundtable discussion on Gender-
friendly Working Environment in Media at a hotel 
in the capital yesterday.

In the discussion, speakers said that women 
presence in media is still disproportionately low 
and stressed that work needs to be done to create a 
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DEFAMING FAKHRUL

Man sued for Tk 500cr
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A man was sued yesterday 
for Tk 500 crore in 
Thakurgaon for defaming 
BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul and his wife.

Joynal Abedin, general 
secretary of Thakurgaon 
Bar Association and also 
human rights secretary of 
district unit BNP, filed the case under sections 500 
and 501 with additional chief judicial magistrate’s 
court, accusing Mehedi Hasan Rony, 27, of Bajitpur 
village in Rangpur’s Pirganj upazila.

In the complaint, Joynal alleged that Rony 
defamed a renowned politician like Mirza Fakhrul 
and his wife by using Facebook to circulate the 
doctored image of a TK 50 lakh cheque from 
the PM fund with the BNP leader and his wife’s 
photos.

Joynal in the case also demanded Tk 500 crore as 
compensation for the defamation.

The plaintiff also said that Judge Ramesh Kumar 
Daga of the court received the case and will deliver 
directives later in this regard.


