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Jamuna crosses danger 

level in Sirajganj
Flood situation deteriorates

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Jamuna’s water levels crossed the 
danger threshold in Sirajganj early 
yesterday, deteriorating the flood 
situation. It may cross danger levels at 
every point in the district, after which 
water will recede according to water 
development board.

According to WDB, Sirajganj, the 
water level is 12.93 metres at the hard 
point of Sirajganj Sadar upazila, 3cm 
above the danger level. It increased by 
9cm in the last 24 hours. 

Simultaneously, water levels rose to 
14.75 metres at Kazipur point of the 

river, just 5cm below danger level.
“Water level has been increasing 

rapidly over last few days and might 
cross danger levels at every point within 
a day. It will likely increase over the next 
two days before it starts receding,” said 
Ranajit Kumar, sub-divisional engineer 
of WDB, Sirajganj. 

Incessant rain in Asam causes water 
levels to rise and deteriorates flood 
situation in the district, he added. 

Meanwhile, low laying areas and 
shoal areas of the district have already 
been flooded due to continuous 
increase in water levels from last Friday, 
sources said. 

Food, energy security, climate
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Meanwhile, Indian 
High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Pranay Verma 
said India’s invitation to 
Bangladesh to participate 
as a guest country during 
India’s G20 Presidency 
underlined India’s 
belief that Bangladesh’s 
“developmental experience 
and growing capabilities” 
would add value to 
discussions at G20.

He said it also reflected 
the importance India 
attached to Bangladesh as 
a close friend and partner.

He was addressing an 
event titled “G20 Summit: 
Dhaka to New Delhi” at the 
Foreign Service Academy 
to mark Bangladesh’s 
participation at the G20 

Summit.
High Commissioner 

Verma observed that India’s 
Presidency of G-20 came 
at a time when the global 
recovery was emerging 
from the shadows of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
coping with a myriad of 
challenges, including 
supply chain disruptions, 
climate change, food and 
energy security risks, and 
geopolitical uncertainties.

The G20 Presidency 
has been an important 
recognition of India’s 
capabilities to set the 
agenda and lead the global 
efforts for collective well-
being during these difficult 
times.

In doing so, High 
Commissioner Verma 
noted that India has 
made special efforts to 
bring the aspirations and 
perspectives of the Global 

South into the priorities 
and deliberations of G-20.

He described 
Bangladesh’s participation 
in G20 this year as a 
valuable contribution to 
this goal.

The High Commissioner 
added that during its 
G-20 Presidency, India has 
strived to shape the global 
agenda based on the vision 
of “One Earth, One Family, 
One Future”.

He stressed that India 
counts on Bangladesh’s 
support to translate these 
ideas into action.

The event included 
panel discussions by 
diplomats, officials and 
experts on three key 
priority areas of India’s 
G20 Presidency: Women-
led Development, Digital 
Public Infrastructures, and 
Lifestyle for Environment 
and Green Development.

EC finalises draft
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vehicle trackers, cameras, 
The Broadband Global Area 
Network (BGAN) facilities 
and other equipment with 
a tax waiver when they will 
visit during the upcoming 
election.

The current guidelines 
offer no such waiver.

At yesterday’s meeting, 
it was discussed that 
since the National Board 
of Revenue has a policy 
regarding bringing 
necessary equipment, 
there is no need to add it to 
the observer policy.

If necessary, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the NBR can discuss 
this matter.

It was discussed 
that the rules and 
regulations of Bangladesh 

Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Regulatory Commission 
should be followed 
regarding bringing BGAN 
facilities.

The guidelines are 
being reviewed at a time 
when foreign diplomats 
are showing keen interest 
in the upcoming national 
election, likely due in 
January next year.

In August, the US said it 
would send a monitoring 
team early October 
to assess the pre-polls 
situation.

The EU’s Election 
Exploratory Mission, which 
visited Bangladesh from 
July 9 to 23, will prepare a 
report based on which the 
EU will decide whether to 
send an observer team or 
not. 

Woman dies from
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Dhanmondi Police Station, 
said the two confessed 
to their crime before a 
magistrate of a Dhaka 
court on the same day.

“Although Swapan is 
a grocer, he used to mug 
people in the capital’s 
Dhanmondi and its 

adjacent areas on holidays 
using his bike. They would 
snatch the bags of their 
targets,” said Shariful. 

“He is a professional 
mugger and used to mug 
people four to five times 
a month and was doing 
so for over a decade,” he 
added. 

Khurshid 
Alam’s death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 14th 
death anniversary of 
Md Khurshid Alam, a 
fiction writer and former 
additional secretary.

On the occasion, food 
items will be distributed 
among orphans. All are 
requested to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

He was an official of 
BCS cadre (Admin) of 1982 
batch. He also authored 19 
books.

His first publication 
“Shwet-kopoter Dana” was 
published in 1987. Some 
of his other books include 
“Digomborir Prem Nei”, 
“Bhangoner Podaboli”, 
“Poribesh, Shomaj O 
Shamajik Bikash”, and 
“Unoshotturer Koishor”. 
His last book “Shikkhoker 
Shomudro Jatra” was 
published in 2008.

Nesco engineer
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“They said they came there 
as I didn’t receive the call 
of social welfare minister’s 
son Rakibuzzaman 
Ahmed,” he said.

“The attackers beat 
me and abused me with 
obscene language. I left 
Kaliganj for safety because I 
was threatened with death.”

Rizvi, 6 others
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not guilty and demanded 
justice after Judge (in-
charge) Bilkis Akhter of 
Dhaka’s 4th Additional 
Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge’s Court read out the 
charges to them.

Charges were framed 
against Tipu and an arrest 
warrant was issued against 
him.

Earlier, the judge 
dismissed petitions 
submitted by the accused 
for discharging the charges 
against them.

According to the case 
statement, police constable 
Shamim Mia, 28, suffered 
injuries to his head while 
trying to escape a petrol 
bomb attack on a police 
bus near Matsya Bhaban 
in the capital on January 
17, 2015. The attack left at 
least 13 police personnel 
injured.

After battling for life 
for 19 days, Shamim 
succumbed to his injuries 
at the capital’s Square 
Hospital on February 5 of 
the same year.

Following the arson 
incident, police filed a case 
against 31 BNP leaders 
and activists for the arson 
attack.

Sub-Inspector Dipak 
Kumar Das of Detective 
Branch (DB) of police, also 
the investigation officer 
of the case, submitted the 
charge sheet to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court in Dhaka on June 4, 
2015.

The IO also dropped 
the names of 26 BNP 
leaders and activists from 
the charge sheet in the 
case.

DHAKA FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 

BHADRA 17, 1430 BS        4
Death anniv 
of Nurjahan 
Murshid today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
20th death 
anniversary 
of Nurjahan 
Murshid, a 
re n o w n e d 
polit ician, 
women’s rights activist, 
and one of the organisers 
of the 1971 Liberation War, 
said a press release.

On the occasion, 
wreaths will be placed 
at her grave at Mirpur 
Intellectuals’ Graveyard in 
the capital today.

Nurjahan was among the 
few Muslim women who 
pursued higher education 
and obtained her Master’s 
degree in History from 
Calcutta University in the 
mid-1940s. She was the 
first Muslim woman to be 
employed as a broadcaster 
for All India Radio in 1946.

Born in Taranagar of 
Murshidabad district on 
May 24 in 1924, Nurjahan 
died in Dhaka on September 
1, 2003. She played a 
significant role in different 
democratic movements. 
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Lone school on verge
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Santosh Karmakar, sub-
assistant engineer of WDB 
in Faridpur, said a total of 
120,000 sand-filled geo 
bags have been used so 
far in three unions under 
Alfadanga upazila to 
prevent river erosion. 

“Even so, erosion could 
not be stopped. The work 

has not stopped but due 
to delay in obtaining 
necessary permissions, it is 
currently on hold,” he said.

“WDB will do everything 
necessary to save Bajra-
Charpara Government 
Primary School and the 
shelter project in Gopalpur 
union from erosion,” the 
official added. 


