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China, Britain

make tentative
steps to repair
relations

REUTERS, Beijing

China and Britain made tentative steps to repair relations
yesterday, with Beijing promising better ties if both
showed “mutual respect” and London saying it wants to
keep lines of communication open, including between
the countries’ leaders.

Foreign Minister James Cleverly is the first senior
British minister in five years to visit China, a trip he hopes
will reset ties between the two countries after years of
tension over security, investment and human rights.

The foreign secretary has argued it would be a mistake to
isolate the world’s second-largest economy or tackle climate
change without its input, but some Conservative lawmakers
say the trip looks like an expression of British weakness.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi welcomed Cleverly
and said both countries should move forward, rather than
retreating, particularly in working together t o
boost global economy.

“I believe that as long as both sides
adhere to mutual respect, equal
treatment, view ecach other’s
development  objectively, and
enhance mutual understanding
and trust, Sino-British relations
will be able to eliminate all
unnecessary interference and
obstacles,” Wang said during the
meeting’s opening remarks in front
of reporters.

Cleverly responded by saying he
appreciated having the ability to raise points of
disagreement, telling Wang he appreciated him listening
to them “carefully and professionally”, but he also wanted
(o0 raise opportunities.

“It is important for us to maintain these channels of
communication at our level as minister-to-minister,
ministers in upper government departments,” he said.
“And, of course ultimately, it is important for our prime
minister and your president to have the opportunity to
speak directly as well.”

A possible meeting between Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak could come
at the G20 summit in India next month, but the British
leader told broadcasters his schedule for the meeting had
yet o be [inalised.

Sunak, under pressure from lawmakers - including the
former Prime Minister Liz Truss - who want L.ondon to
toughen its policy on China and to declare the country a
threat to British national security, defended his approach.

“It’s perfectly possible to engage with China at the same
time as being very robust in standing up for our interests

An explosion is seen in the sky over the city during a Russian missile strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine,
in Kyiv, Ukraine yesterday. The assault left two dead and came as Russia said an airport near the border with
Estonia had been targeted by drones.

Ukrainian drones strike six
Russian regions

Destroy four giant II-76 transport planes at airfield

REUTERS

Ukrainian drones struck targetsin at
least six regions deep within Russia
yesterday, including an airfield where
they destroyed military transport
planes, in one of the broadest volleys
yet of Kyiv's campaign to turn the
tables on Moscow.

Russian  officials  described
attacks on targets in the Pskov,
Bryansk, Kaluga, Orlov, Ryazan and
Moscow regions.

In Pskov, in northern Russia
more than 600 km from Ukraine,
a huge fire erupted at a military
airfield. Tass news agency reported
at least four giant I1-76 transport
planes were damaged, two of which
had “burst into flames”.

The attacks came as authorities

killed in what they described as the
heaviest Russian air strikes on the
Ukrainian capital for months.
Footage published by Pskov’s
governor on Telegram showed a
huge fire with the sounds of sirens
and an explosion. Other video
posted online showed anti-aircraft
systems in action around the city,
which is just 32 km east of Russia’s
border with Nato-member Estonia.
Moscow  claimed to have
thwarted all the attacks on Russia.
There was no comment from Kyiv.
Russia said Ukrainian drones
had tried to attack a TV tower
over the Bryansk region. No
casualties were reported. Moscow
also said its aircraft had destroyed
four Ukrainian fast-attack boats

coup
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the Black Sea. Reuters could not
independently confirm this.

Attacks on Russia in recent
weeks, including repeated drone
strikes on central Moscow, have
brought the war home to many
Russians for the first time, even as
Ukrainians have spent the past year
and a half in constant peril from air
strikes.

Moscow has relentlessly
pounded Ukrainian cities with long
range missiles and drone strikes
throughout the war. Thousands of
Ukrainian civilians have been killed.

Ukraine said its air defences had
shot down 28 Russian missiles and
15 out of 16 drones fired overnight.
Explosions rang out in Kyiv where
authorities said debris fell on four

Military officers in oil-producing Gabon said they
had seized power yesterday and had put President
Ali Bongo under house arrest, stepping in
minutes after the Central African state’s election
body announced he had won a third term. The
officers who said they represented the armed
forces declared on television that the election
results were cancelled, borders were closed and
state institutions were dissolved, after a tense
vote without international observers that was
set to extend the Bongo family’s more than half
century in power. Hundreds of people celebrated
the military’s intervention, while US, France
condemned the coup. China called for a peaceful
resolution and Russia said it hoped for a swift
return to stability. In a statement, the oflicers
said they had detained Bongo, who took over in
2009 from his father Omar, who had ruled since
1967. They said they had arrested the president’s
son, Noureddin Bongo Valentin, and others for

Gabon othicers
declare military

President Bongo detained

Hurricane Idalia
slams ashore at

Florida’s Big Bend

REUTERS, Steinhatchee
Hurricane Idalia made landfall
in Florida as an “extremely
dangerous” Category 3storm
yesterday
of residents evacuated or
hunkered down in homes
and shelters in anticipation
of a life-threatening storm
surge. Drawing strength from
the Gulf of Mexico’s warm waters,

Idalia unleashed destructive winds

and torrential downpours that were forecast to
cause coastal flooding up to 16 feet deep along
the state’s Gulf Coast. Idalia came ashore at 7:45
am at Keaton Beach, an ocean-front community
of 13,000 people in Taylor County, about 75 miles
southeast of Tallahassee, the state capital. The
town lies in the centre of the Big Bend region. “It’s
just ripping through Taylor County now. Hope all
is safe,” County Commissioner Jamie English told
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and our values,” Sunak said. in Kyiv reported at least two people  carrying up to 50 paratroopers on areas, killing at least two people. Reuters.
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