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Sudden flooding in the northern and
northeastern regions over the last five
days has inundated a large portion of
arable lands, leaving thousands of farmers
in dismay.

According to the agricultural office, the
flood has affected around 20,000 farmers
in five northern districts -- Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram, Rangpur, Nilphmari, and
Gaibandha.

The flood has engulfed 10,000 hectares
of Aman paddy fields and 600 hectares
of vegetable orchards, said sources at
Rangpur Regional Agricultural Extension
Office.

“The Aman paddy I had planted on
my five-bigha of land has been damaged
by the water,” said Matiar Rahman, a
65-year-old farmer of Gobordhan village
in Lalmonirhat Sadar.

The situation is same for many other
farmers, including Nazar Ali, a 67year-
old from Gatiashyam village in Kurigram’s
Rajarhat upazila, Abdul Khalek Bepari
of Chinaduli in Jamalpur's Islampur

FLLOOD IN NORTH

20,000 farmers atlected

Homesteads, arable lands inundated; children drowning on rise

upazila, Mujibar Mandal of Ghosherpara
in Melandah upazila, and Zillur Rahman of
Pakhir Char in Bogura’s Sariakandi upazila.

At least three rivers -~ ‘'lTeesta,
Brahmaputra and Jamuna -- were flowing

PHOTO: S. DILIP ROlY
A farmer tries to salvage whatever Aman saplings he had left as floodwater recedes
from arable lands in Gobordhan Char in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila.

above danger level yesterday, according to
government reports.

The Teesta was flowing 12cm above
danger level at Rangpur’s Kaunia point
yesterday morning, according to a bulletin

of Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre
(FFWC) released at 9:00am yesterday.

“The Teesta’swater levelis falling, which
may continue, and the flood situation in
the low-lying areas of Lalmonirhat and
Rangpur districts may improve in the
next 24 hours,” the bulletin added.

Jamunawas flowing 10cm above danger
level at Jamalpur’s Bahadurabadghat
point at 10:00am and 3cm above the
danger level at Bogura’s Sariakandi
upazila around 3:00pm yesterday, said
Water Development Board officials.

Besides, the Brahmaputra was flowing
7cm above danger level at Gaibandha’s
Fulchari upazila yesterday afternoon, the
officials added.

According to the FFWC bulletin, a
short-term flood situation may persist
in the low-lying areas of Gaibandha,
Jamalpur, Bogura and Tangail districts in
the next 72 hours.

Meanwhile, river erosion has taken a
severe turn in some flood-hit areas.

At least 20 houses and vast arable
tracts have been devoured by the Teesta,”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

PM mourns death
of MP Kuddus

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday expressed
deep shock and sorrow at the death of Prof Abdul
Kuddus, a freedom fighter, Natore district Awami
League president, and member of parliament from
Natore-4 (Gurudaspur-Baraigram) constituency.

Kuddus passed away at a Dhaka hospital on
Tuesday morning at the age of 77, said his family.

In a condolence message, the prime minister
said Abdul Kuddus was a dedicated leader of the
Bangladesh Awami League.

“Throughout his life, he has performed his
organisational responsibilities by remaining
steadlast to the ideals of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the
politics of Awami League,” she recalled.

Abdul Kuddus gained a place in the hearts of
the common people of his constituency as well as
the entire Natore district, said Hasina.

“The death of this valiant freedom fighter and
Member of Parliament is an irreparable loss to the
nation, and I lost a faithful political companion,”
she added.

The PM prayed for the eternal peace of
the departed soul and conveyed her deepest
condolences to the bereaved family members.

Born on October 31, 1946, at Bilsa village in
Gurudaspur union, Kuddus stepped into politics
by joining the historical six-point movement in
1966, announced by Bangabandhu. He was elected
MP of the Natore-4 constituency five times.
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