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RUSSIA’S INVASION

Ukraine’s children losing out 
on education: UN

AFP, Geneva

Years of disrupted schooling have left 
Ukrainian children struggling to learn 
language, maths and reading skills in the 
wake of the pandemic and Russia’s invasion, 
the United Nations warned yesterday.
Youngsters within the country and refugees 
forced to flee abroad are now facing a fourth 
straight year of disruption, the Unicef said, as 
the school year begins in Ukraine.
Continued attacks on education inside 
Ukraine and low-level enrollment in refugee-
hosting countries have left many of Ukraine’s 
6.7 million three-to-18-year-olds struggling 
to learn, said Regina De Dominicis, Unicef’s 
regional director for Europe and central Asia.

They are showing signs of widespread learning 
loss, including a deterioration in Ukrainian 
language skills, reading and mathematics, 
she said after visiting the country.
“Inside Ukraine, attacks on schools have 
continued unabated, leaving children deeply 
distressed and without safe spaces to learn,” 
De Dominicis said.
“Not only has this left Ukraine’s children 
struggling to progress in their education, 
but they are also struggling to retain what 
they learnt when their schools were fully 
functioning.”
Unicef cited survey data which found around 
half of teachers reporting a deterioration in 
students’ Ukrainian language proficiency, 
mathematics skills and foreign language 

abilities.
And it said enrollment data showed only one 
third of children were learning fully in-person, 
with a third learning completely online and 
the remainder through a mixed approach.
Unicef said online learning could help in the 
short-term but was not a proper long-term 
replacement for in-person teaching.
The agency cited national survey data 
showing that two thirds of pre-school-age 
children were not attending, rising to three 
quarters in frontline areas.
Unicef said Ukrainian refugee children 
were facing another uncertain academic 
year, with more than half not enrolled in 
national education systems across seven host 
countries, citing language barriers.

A Palestinian man gestures as an Israeli machinery guarded by Israeli forces demolishes a Palestinian house in Hebron in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

West has failed 
to isolate Iran
Says President Raisi, holds 
out prospect of resuming 
talks on nuke deal

AFP, Tehran

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi said yesterday that 
the West had failed to isolate his country, while 
also holding out the prospect of resuming talks on 
reviving a nuclear deal. “The enemy tried to follow 
two strategies: one was to isolate Iran from the 
world and the other was to discourage the Iranian 
nation,” Raisi said. “It failed with both strategies. 
It didn’t succeed in isolating Iran,” he told a 
news conference in Tehran. Raisi was referring to 
sanctions imposed on Iran since the United States 
torpedoed nuclear deal in 2018, as well as protests 
that erupted in September 2022 over a young 
woman’s death in custody. The ultraconservative 
president said Iran was continuing to seek “the 
lifting of sanctions” through negotiations to 
revive the 2015 nuclear accord. Tensions between 
Tehran and Washington eased this month with 
the announcement of an agreement for Iran to 
release five American prisoners in exchange for 
the return of $6 billion in Iranian funds frozen in 
South Korea. 

Israeli PM thanks 
Saudi after 
emergency landing
AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
yesterday thanked authorities in Saudi Arabia -- 
with which his country has no formal ties -- for their 
“warm attitude” following an emergency aircraft 
landing in Jeddah.

The Air Seychelles flight laden with Israeli 
passengers was heading from the Seychelles to Tel 
Aviv.

Saudi airspace had been closed to flights to 
and from Israel until July 2022, when it opened to 
coincide with a visit by US President Joe Biden to 
the region.

The Air Seychelles flight made an emergency 
landing Monday in the Saudi coastal city of Jeddah 
due to technical difficulties.

Yesterday, the Israeli foreign ministry said an 
Israeli charter flight had retrieved the Israelis from 
Jeddah.

“I greatly appreciate the warm attitude of the 
Saudi authorities to the Israeli passengers whose 
flight was in distress and was compelled to make an 
emergency landing in Jeddah,” Netanyahu said in a 
brief video statement.

According to Israeli media, there were 128 Israeli 
passengers aboard the Air Seychelles flight. 

Indian FM 
dismisses China’s 
territorial claims

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar dismissed China’s claims 
on contested territory as “absurd”, 
saying yesterday the areas belonged 

to India. The Times of India reported 
yesterday that China has released its 

“official standard map”, including the 
state of Arunachal Pradesh and the Aksai Chin 

plateau, a Chinese- administered area claimed 
by India, as its official territory. “Making absurd 
claims on India’s territory does not make it China’s 
territory,” Jaishankar told news channel NDTV. 
“This is not the first time China has made such an 
attempt. We reject this outright,” Arindam Bagchi, 
external affairs ministry spokesperson, had said in 
a Twitter post. Last week, PM Narendra Modi were 
seen engaging a brief interaction at the 15th Brics 
Summit in Johannesburg. 

COUP-HIT NIGER

UN bracing for 
humanitarian 
crisis
AFP, Geneva

The United Nations warned yesterday that 
the political crisis in Niger and the sanctions 
imposed against the coup regime risk triggering 
“catastrophic” humanitarian effects.

UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, said it had revised 
contingency planning for Niger since a military coup 
on July 26 toppled President Mohamed Bazoum.

“The ongoing political crisis, with no clear 
solution in sight, is generating uncertainty and 
concern as the country continues to experience 
repeated attacks by non-state armed groups, 
especially near the Mali and Burkina Faso borders,” 
Emmanuel Gignac, UNHCR’s representative in 
Niger, told reporters in Geneva.

With violence and attacks displacing more 
than 20,000 people in the past month alone, 
he cautioned that “the situation has heightened 
protection risks for refugees, asylum-seekers and 
their hosts”.

UNHCR witnessed a 50-percent increase in so-
called protection incidents, including kidnapping, 
gender-based violence and domestic violence, just 
in the five days following the coup, he said.

Taiwan warns 
of surge in 
tensions
Says 24 Chinese 
warplanes detected 
near the island

AFP, Taipei

Taiwan yesterday urged 
China to stop “military 
harassment” that risked 
damaging regional security 
after it said 24 Chinese 
warplanes were detected 
near the island.

China has ratcheted 
up military and political 
pressure on self-ruled 
Taiwan since President Tsai 
Ing-wen came to power 
because she rejects Beijing’s 
stance that the island is part 
of Chinese territory.

“The People’s Liberation 
Army’s continuous military 
harassment in the region 
could lead to a sharp 

escalation of tensions and 
worsening of regional 
security,” Taiwan’s Defence 
Ministry said in a statement.

“We urge Beijing to 
take responsibility and 
immediately cease all 
unilateral actions that 
undermine regional 
stability,” it said.

According to the 
ministry, Beijing had sent 
24 aircraft, including 
fighter jets, bombers and 
drones, as well as five 
warships close to Taiwan 
in what it described as a 
“joint combat patrol” since 
9:00 am local time. Half 
the warplanes crossed the 
median line of the Taiwan 
Strait or entered the self-
ruled island’s southwest 
ADIZ, it said.


