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AL-BNP  CLASH

Over 237 BNP men 
sued in Habiganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A case was filed yesterday against over 237 BNP leaders and 
activists over the Awami League-BNP clash in Habiganj 
town on August 20.

Habiganj BNP Joint Convener GK Gaus and District 
Chhatra Dal President Shah Rajib are among the accused, 
confirmed police.

Mahibur Rahman Mahi, former general secretary of 
Habiganj Chhatra League, said he had filed the case with 
Habiganj Police Station under the Explosives Act, accusing 
87 named leaders and activists of BNP and its associate 
bodies and over 150 unnamed party people.

BNP leader Gaus, also a former mayor of Habiganj 
Municipality said the case was filed to keep the party men 
away from political activities. He said that BNP would fight 
the case legally.

On August 20, supporters of the two rival political 
parties clashed in Habiganj town for about two and a half 
hours. 

Both parties claimed that the clash injured at least 100 
of their people.

Police fired rubber bullets and used teargas canisters to 
quell the trouble.

LAND DISPUTE

Attack leaves 
Rabidas youth 
with broken leg
Family threatened of 
eviction, pressure on to 
withdraw a previous case

S DILIP ROY

With excruciating pain in his broken right leg, 
Subas Chandra Rabidas was seen lying on a bed at 
Kurigram Sadar Hospital on Friday afternoon.

The marks left on his  hands, back, stomach and 
face - from being beaten up – were still fresh.

The 28-year-old youth from marginalised 
Rabidas community in Phulbari upazila of 
Kurigram was beaten up by some goons allegedly 
hired by his neighbour Bazlar Rahman, with 
whom his family has a land dispute.

The incident happened in Newashi Bazar 
area under Bhangamore union in the upazila on 
Wednesday night. 

“I was returning home around 9:00pm  after 
closing my shop as usual. On the way, 4-5 local 
goons suddenly attacked me with wooden sticks 
on the bridge in Newashi Bazar area and beat me 
indiscriminately. At one stage, I fell unconscious 
on the ground. They broke my right leg,” Subas 
told The Daily Star.
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The teachers 
and staffers of 

SBMC attacked 
us with chairs. 

They kicked my 
body, while camera tripod of 

Channel 24 was vandalised. 
At least six journalists came 

under the attack

SHAKIL MAHAMUD
Somoy TV Journo

CHAOS IN SBMC

‘BCL activists torture 
student, teachers 
attack journos’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

At least six journalists were attacked 
and one camera tripod was vandalised 
when they went to Sher-e-Bangla 
Medical College in Barishal yesterday 
morning to collect news over allegations 
of torture on a female student of SBMC.

Shakil Mahamud, 
a journalist of 
Somoy TV, told The 
Daily Star that hostel 
super Dr Probir Saha, 
and his associates, 
including Dr 
Bakibillah, swooped 
on the journalists 
when they were 
talking to the victim 
and her mother after 
SBMC academic 
council took their 
statements.

“The accused 
teachers and staffers 
of SBMC attacked 
us with chairs. They 
kicked me, while camera tripod of 
Channel 24 was vandalised. At least six 
journalists came under the attack,” he 
said.

Earlier on Wednesday night, SBMC 
students brought allegations against 
Neelima Hossain alias Jui, a student 
of the 50th batch and joint general 
secretary of Bangladesh Chhatra 
League’s SBMC unit, and Fahmida 
Roshan alias Prabha, a student of the 
7th batch of dental and also a BCL 
activist, of torturing and ragging a 

third-year female student.
The victim said the BCL leaders 

have been abusing her in different 
ways. Samia Sultana, a classmate of the 
victim, tried to protect her, to no avail.

On Wednesday, the accused called 
the victim and her classmate Sultana 
to Room 606 of the female student hall 

around 11:00pm, 
and demanded 
them to apologise, 
hurling abuses at 
them.

At one point, 
they snatched 
the student and 
her classmate’s 
mobile phones. 
When the victim 
felt sick after two 
hours of ordeal, 
she was sent to 
her room with 
another student. 
After returning to 
the room, she lost 
consciousness . 

Later that night, she was admitted to 
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College Hospital.

“An unexpected incident happened 
with the journalists. We are trying to 
solve this issue,” said SBMC Vice Principal 
Nazimul Haque, who was in charge of 
investigating the incident of torture. 
However, he said it was a minor issue.

This correspondent tried to reach the 
accused BCL leaders Fahmida Roshan 
and Neelima Hossain several times 
over phone and on WhatsApp for their 
comments, but they did not answer.

Female hostel super of Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College Dr Probir 
Saha(In picture),Dr Bakibillah, and 
their associates allegedly swooped 
on the journalists when they were 
collecting news of torture on a 
female student by BCL activists.
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Water Development Board officials deploy geo bags as the swelling Padma erodes its banks in Manikganj’s 
Harirampur upazila. The river has already devoured 12 homesteads, arable lands, and a local primary school. 
The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: ZAHANGIR SHAH

Skeleton 
theft surge!
32 human remains 
go missing from 
graveyards in 15 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

At least 32  skeletons have 
been stolen from three 
graveyards in two Dinajpur 
upazilas, Birganj and 
Ghoraghat, over the past 
15 days, as per local sources 
and police report.

Of these, 28 skeletons 
were taken from three 
graveyards in Birganj 
upazila in the last 2 weeks, 
starting from  August 10, 
according to locals. 

Similar incidents of 
theft have been reported in 
Gaibandha.

The first reported 
incident in recent times 
was in Birganj. Villagers in 
Tulsipur discovered several 
graves had been opened on 
the morning of August 10. 

According to 
Md Shahinur Islam 
Chowdhury, chairman of 
Mohanpur Union Parishad 
in Birganj upazila, human 
remains from 11 graves, 
which were between 6 to 
12 months old, were found 
missing.

Two more incidents were 
reported on Thursday and 
Friday.

On Thursday morning, 
residents of Chowdhury 
Hat village of Mohanpur 
union of Birganj discovered 
that seven human remains 
were missing from 
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