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AL-BNP CLASH

Over 237 BNP men
sued in Habiganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A case was filed yesterday against over 237 BNP leaders and
activists over the Awami League-BNP clash in Habiganj

town on August 20.

Habiganj BNP Joint Convener GK Gaus and District
Chhatra Dal President Shah Rajib are among the accused,

confirmed police.

Mahibur Rahman Mahi, former general secretary of
Habiganj Chhatra League, said he had filed the case with
Habiganj Police Station under the Explosives Act, accusing
87 named leaders and activists of BNP and its associate
bodies and over 150 unnamed party people.

BNP leader Gaus, also a former mayor of Habiganj
Municipality, said the case was filed to keep the party men
away from political activities. He said that BNP would fight

the case legally.

On August 20, supporters of the two rival political
parties clashed in Habiganj town for about two and a half

hours.

Both parties claimed that the clash injured at least 100

of their people.

Police fired rubber bullets and used teargas canisters to

quell the trouble.

Skeleton
theft surge!

32 human remains
go missing from
graveyards in 15 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

At least 32 skeletons have
been stolen from three
graveyards in two Dinajpur
upazilas, Birganj and
Ghoraghat, over the past
15 days, as per local sources
and police report.

Of these, 28 skeletons
were taken from graveyards
in Birganj upazila in the
last 2 weeks, starting from
August 10, according to
locals.

Similar incidents of
theft have been reported in
Gaibandha.

Villagers in Tulsipur
discovered several graves
had been opened on the
morning of August 10.

According o
Md Shahinur Islam
Chowdhury, chairman of
Mohanpur Union Parishad
in Birganj upazila, human
remains from 11 graves,
which were between 6 to
12 months old, were found
missing.

Two more incidents were
reported on Thursday and
Friday.

On Thursday morning,
residents of Chowdhury
Hat village of Mohanpur
union of Birganj discovered
that seven human remains

were missing from
Balapukur graveyard.
On the same day,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Water Development Board officials deploy geo bags as the swelling Padma erodes its banks in Manikganj’s
Harirampur upazila. The river has already devoured 12 homesteads, arable lands, and a local primary school.

The photo was taken yesterday.

JASHORE MUNICIPALITY

Incessant rain
inundates area

Locals blame poor drainage system

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole
Incessant rainfall has inundated most
areas in Jashore Municipality, causing
immense sufferings to its residents.

Locals blamed the authority’s lack
of initiative to improve the town’s poor
drainage system.

Downpour for around five hours last
week caused severe waterlogging and
the situation hasn’t improved.

Visiting different areas recently,
this correspondent saw most areas
have gone under dirty water coming
from overflowing drains. The floating
garbage added to the menace.

The city’s drains have not been
cleaned for a long time. In low-lying
areas, water even entered houses,
claimed locals.

Vegetable and fish markets were
closed due to waterlogging. Large
potholes have formed on the roads.

Similar situation was seen at Kharki
intersection on Shah Abdul Karim
Road near MM college.

Besides, rainwater has inundated the
town’s Karbala, Stadium para, Circuit
House para, Raipara, Shankarpur,
Ghop Kabarasthan para, Bejpara,
Taltala, Naldanga Road area, TB Clinic
para, Ashram Road area, Baraf Kal Mor,
Loan Office para, Bara Bazar residential
area, Fire Service Office and inside the
district education office, among other
places.

Ayub Hossain of Bejpara area said
even after a little rain, the roads go
under knee-deep water.

Shariful Islam, another resident,

alleged that the municipality authorities
have been indifferent to their problems.

“Every monsoon we face this
problem. Our elected representatives
seem to be indifferent to our problems,
no one even came to inquire about
the situation,” said a local referring to
Mayor Haider Gani Khan Palash and
other municipality officials.

“But they do not hesitate twice
to realise service charges including
holding charges,” he added.

The municipality authorities,
however, said construction of drain on
PTI road is going on and situation will
improve once the work is completed.

Jashore Municipality mayor Haider
Gani Khan Palash, however, blamed the
locals for such a situation.

“If people throw garbage in the drain,
it will be blocked. As a result, water will
not be discharged through the blocked
drains and will instead accumulate on
the roads even after slight drizzles,” he
said.

“Please cooperate with us and do not
throw garbage in the drains,” he added.

Every monsoon we
face this problem.
Our elected
representatives
seem (o be
indifferent to our problems,
no one even came (o inquire
about the situation.

A LOCAL RESIDENT OF THE JASHORE
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LAND DISPUTE
Attack leaves
Rabidas youth
with broken leg

Family threatened of
eviction, pressure on to
withdraw a previous case

S DILIP ROY

With excruciating pain in his broken right leg,
Subas Chandra Rabidas was seen lying on a bed at
Kurigram Sadar Hospital on Friday afternoon.

The marks left on his hands, back, stomach and
face - from being beaten up — were still fresh.

The 28-year-old youth from marginalised
Rabidas community in Phulbari upazila of
Kurigram was beaten up by some goons allegedly
hired by his neighbour Bazlar Rahman, with
whom his family has a land dispute.

The incident happened in Newashi Bazar
area under Bhangamore union in the upazila on
Wednesday night.

“I was returning home around 9:00pm after
closing my shop as usual. On the way, 4-5 local
goons suddenly attacked me with wooden sticks
on the bridge in Newashi Bazar area and beat me
mercilessly. At one stage, I fell unconscious on the
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