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Russia ‘reliable partner’
for Alrica on food supply

Putin tells BRICS leaders, warns ‘neo-
liberalism’ poses threat to traditional values
in developing countries

REUTERS, Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Putin told the
BRICS summit in South Africa yesterday
that Moscow intends to deepen ties with
African countries, and that it would
remain a reliable partner for food and fuel
supplies.

In a video link address, Putin
said Russia was interested in
developing  “multi-faceted
ties” with Africa, which has
been roiled by fuel and food
price rises resulting from
the conflict in Ukraine.

Russia’s July exit from
the Black Sea grain deal has
seen grain prices soar, hitting
many Alfrican countries very
hard. Russia and Ukraine are
among the world’s biggest grain
exporters.

In his remarks, Putin also said Russia
had more than 30 energy projects in
African countries, adding that Russian fuel
supplies would help African governments
to contain price rises.

“Over the past two years, exports (o
Africa of Russian crude oil, petroleum

Japan releases
water from
Fukushima

nuke plant
China furious

AFP, Namie

Japan began releasing wastewater
from the crippled Fukushima nuclear
plant into the Pacific Ocean yesterday,
prompting a furious China to ban all
seafood imports from its neighbour.

The start of the discharge of
around 540 Olympic swimming pools’
worth of water over several decades is
a big step in decommissioning the
still highly dangerous site 12 years
after one of the world’s worst nuclear
accidents.

Live video provided by plant
operator TEPCO  showed two
engineers clicking on computer

mouses and an official saying - after
a countdown -- that the “valves near
the seawater transport pumps are
opening”.

Japan has repeatedly insisted
the wastewater is treated and will be
harmless, a position backed by UN
atomic watchdog the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The IAEA said yesterday that new
on-site tests had confirmed the levels
of radioactive tritium in the water
being discharged were safe.

But China has warned the release
will contaminate the ocean, and
immediately responded yesterday by
blasting Japan as “extremely selfish”.

It then banned all Japanese seafood
imports “to comprehensively prevent
the food safety risks of radioactive
contamination” -- with Japan hours
later demanding China lift the ban.

North Korea’s foreign ministry
likewise criticised the release, urging
Japan to call it off.

products and liquefied natural gas have
increased by 2.6 times,” he said.

Putin added that the global transition to
a greener, low carbon emissions economy
would have to be “gradual, balanced,
carefully calibrated”, given projections for
further growth in the world’s population

and energy demand.
Russia is keen to build up
the BRICS group into a
more influential bloc able
to challenge Western
domination of the global

economy.

At its three-day summit
in  Johannesburg this
week, the BRICS leaders

agreed to invite six more

countries - Argentina, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates - to join

the bloc.

In his remarks yesterday, Putin took aim
at former colonial Western powers and their
espousal of what he called “neo-liberalism”,
which he said posed a threat to both
traditional values in developing countries
and to the emergence of a multi-polar world

Several buildings collapse after massive landslides following heavy rainfall at Kullu’s Anni town, in India’s Himachal Pradesh state yesterday.

where no one country or bloc dominated.

No one was hurt in the landslide as residents had been moved out of the area because it was deemed unsafe.

UKRAINE'S INDEPENDENCE DAY

Russia launches missile
attacks across Ukraine

One killed, 16 wounded, more than 10 buildings damaged; report says
Norway to give F-16 fighter jets to Kyiv

REUTERS, Kyiv

Atleastone person wasKkilled and 16 people
were wounded in Russian attacks across
Ukraine yesterday, local officials said, as
Kyiv marked 32 years of independence
from Moscow.

The cities of Kherson and Dnipro, and
the frontline town of Kurakhove, were hit
by attacks which wounded civilians, and a
farmer was killed by shelling in southern
Ukraine, the officials said. A Russian
missile strike on a bus terminal in Dnipro
wounded 10 people, regional governor
Serhiy Lysak said.

Rows of shops near the station were
rocked by the blast, which destroyed some
of them and left others full of broken glass
and ruined goods. One woman rushed to
the scene, pleading with authorities to let
her see the damage to her shop selling
electronics.

“When we finally got inside... we saw
that everything was completely destroyed,”
the woman, who gave her name only
as Tetiana, told Reuters. Another shop
owner, Serhiy, expressed rage with Russia.

“I think theyre animals. There are
lots of people here (at the bus terminal),
people arrive and leave the city. How can
you fire on a civilian target?” he said. More
than 10 other buildings including a bank,
hotel and administrative building were
damaged, Lysak said.

In the southern region of Kherson,
three people were wounded in addition to
the farmer who was Kkilled, officials said.
Regional governor Oleksandr Prokudin
said the farmer was Kkilled by shelling
while working in a field near the village of

Shyroka Balka.

A seven-year-old girl was injured by
Russian shelling of the centre of the city of
Kherson, Prokudin also said.

Ukraine’s general prosecutor’s office
said two other people were wounded when
one of the shells hit a roof of a private
house, and posted a photo online showing
a partially destroyed building with a
gaping hole in one side.

Three local residents were wounded in

a separate attack on a supermarket in the
town of Kurakhove in the eastern Donetsk
region, the prosecutor’s office said.

Russia has regularly carried out strikes
on Ukrainian centres far from the front
line though it denies deliberately targeting
civilians.

Meanwhile, Norway has decided to
donate F-16 combat aircraft to Ukraine
for its battle against Russia’s invasion,

Norwegian broadcaster TV2 reported
yesterday, citing unnamed sources. TV2
did not say how many jets Norway would
provide.

The Norwegian [oreign ministry did not
immediately respond to a Reuters request
for comment. If confirmed, Norway
would become the third nation - after the
Netherlands and Denmark - to announce
donations of US-made F-16 jets to Ukraine.

In the battlefront, Ukraine’s navy and
military intelligence carried out a “special
operation” overnight in which units
landed on Russian-occupied Crimea, the
defence ministry’s Main Directorate of
Intelligence (HUR) said yesterday.

The operation would amount to a rare
demonstration that Ukrainian forces are
able to stage ground operations in Crimea,
which Russia seized and annexed in 2014.

Brief and dark video footage posted
alongside the statement showed a small
motorboat moving through water at night
near a coastline. HUR said the landing
point was on the western tip of Crimea,
near the settlements of Olenivka and
Mayak.

“Special units on watercraft landed
on the shore in the area of the Olenivka
and Mayak settlements,” HUR said in a
statement.

It said “all goals” had been achieved and
casualties inflicted on the enemy, but did
not identify the goals. “Also, the state flag
flew again in Ukrainian Crimea,” it said,
without saying where exactly or providing
further details.

Russia did not comment on the
report, which coincided with Ukraine’s
Independence Day.

REUTERS, New Delhi

PHOTO: AFP

Indian rover rolls
onto moon surface

The moon rover of India’s Chandrayaan-3 exited
the spacecraft yesterday to begin its exploration
of the lunar surface and conduct experiments
to help future probes, as the media hailed the
historic landing as the country’s biggest scientific
feat. The spacecraft landed on the unexplored
south pole of the moon on Wednesday evening,
days after Russia’s Luna-25 failed, making India
the first country to achieve this feat. The soft,
textbook touchdown by the lander after a failed
attempt in 2019 sparked widespread jubilation
and celebration in the world’s most populous
country. “The Ch-3 Rover ramped down from the
Lander and India took a walk on the moon!” the
ISRO said in a post on X, formerly Twitter.

It’s a ‘poorly scripted
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been arrested by law
enforcement agencies in
four days since August 19.

While reading out a
statement at the briefing,
JCD  acting  president
Rashed Igbal Khan said
after the arrest of their
leaders, the play of arresting
them with firearms were
being staged.

“Chhatra Dal leaders
were subjected to severe
torture in custody of law
enforcement agencies. As the
movement for democracy,
people’s voting rights, and
freedom of expression gains
momentum, the frequency
of feeble narratives like arms
recovery continues to rise,”
Rashed said.

The JCD leader said they
want to clarify that they are
not afraid of oppression,
torture, or threats. “We

are not worried about
ourselves; our concern s for
the state and students. The
Chhatra Dal's movement
in support of democracy
will continue; it cannot be
stopped,” he said.

He added that to “prove”
correct a recent statement
of Awami League general
secretary that BNP activists
were collecting firearms for
violence, some detectives are

arresting JCD leaders.
JCD General Secretary
Saif Mahmud said,

“Firearms were never seen
in any demonstrations of
Chhatra Dal activists.”

He claimed that activists
of a rival student body had
brandished firearms during
peaceful demonstrations of
students but they were not
arrested. The authorities
did not take any action
against them, he said.

Killings, narco crimes on rise

FROM PAGE 1
Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commissioner

Crime levels

that high in the last few
years, but the recent data in

had not been murder.

narcotics

“They are mainly involved
smuggling,

End cycle of sanctions and counter-sanctions

known as Majhi, have died
this year alone at the hands
of the two armed groups.
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Bangladesh recently applied
for a BRICS membership.
Chinese President Xi Jinping,

production,

reduction, she added.
The premier

affordable
medicine, and disaster risk

also

(RRRC) Mohammed
Mizanur Rahman said delay
in repatriation is one of the
main reasons why crime is
on the rise.

Also, different Rohingya
groups clashed over
“drug peddling” due to
unemployment of Rohigyas,
Mizanur told The Daily Star.

“Their  reluctance to
cooperate with the law
enforcers stems from their
mindset that they are
stateless,” he said.

Police records show that
a total of 3,223 cases were
filed against the Rohingyas
between August 25, 2017 and
July 31, 2023 for 14 criminal
offences, including narcotics
and arms smuggling, rape,
abduction, and killing.

The figure was 2,438 in
the first five years since the
Rohingya influx began on
August 25, 2017.

Mahfuzul Islam,
superintendent of police
in Cox’s Bazar, also thinks
that the increase in criminal
activity is the result of the
delayed repatriation process.

“Thereis a sense of despair
among the  Rohingyas
because they don’t see any
hope for repatriation soon.

shows that they are on the
rise,” he told The Daily Star
on Monday.

Mahfuzul stressed
the need for conducting
counseling, motivation, and
awareness campaigns for the
Rohingyas to cut the crime
rate. “These efforts would
help instill confidence in
them about repatriation,” he
said.

Officials  said both
ARSA and RSO have been
operating in the Rohingya
camps for years, but the law
enforcement agencies used
to deny it. They, however,
have recently admitted the
presence of the two armed
groups.

The Rapid Action
Battalion says some 400
to 450 ARSA members
are currently active in the
Rohingya camps and they
are collecting arms from a
neighbouring country to
engage in criminal activities.

Commander Khandaker
Al Moin, director of Rab’s
legal and media wing, said
these groups collaborate
with armed factions from
a neighboring country and
carry out criminal activities,
including abduction and

particularly ICE and yaba
pills, which earns them a big
amount of money,” he told
The Daily Star.

Rab is active in the
recovery of firearms and
dismantling of arms
factories linked to the armed
groups, he said.

Moin stressed that these
security threats should be
addressed holistically by the
law enforcement agencies.
He suggested relocating the
Rohingyas from border areas
to maintain law and order
more effectively.

Source in Armed Police
Battalion (APBn) said that
both RSO and ARSA are
trying (o establish control
of the camps. On July 7, a
gunfight between the two
criminal groups left five
people dead at Balukhali
Rohingya camp-8 in Ukhiya.
All the victims were ARSA
members.

These armed groups
are particularly targeting
the Rohingya community
leaders to assert control over
the camps and silence the
voice against them.

According to  police
data, at least 33 Rohingya
community leaders, locally

RRRC Mizanur suspects
that there is a plot against
the Rohingya community
leaders. “The fact that the
community leaders are
being targeted indicates that
someone aims to stop the

Rohingya leadership.”
Mahmudul Haque
Chowdhury, founder of

Rohingya Repatriation and
Prevention Committee,
alleged that Myanmar is
influencing ARSA  and
RSO to perpetrate criminal
activities, including murder,
inside the camps. “Their
objective is to obstruct
Rohingya repatriation.”

Apart from ARSA and
RSO, six other criminal
groups are reportedly active
inside the camps. The six
- Nobi Hossain Group,
Munna Group, Dakat Hakim
Group, Dakat Saleh Group,
Islamic Mahas Group, and
Al Yeakin, -- are involved in
various criminal activities
and sabotage, according to
law enforcers.

Mizanur said efforts are
underway (o raise awareness
and provide education
to Rohingyas with the
aim of engaging them in
constructive activities.

who held a bilateral meeting
with Hasina on the sidelines
of the BRICS summit on
Wednesday, assured China’s

support for Bangladesh’s
membership.
Many  consider  the

summit to be of significance,
given the rising global
geopolitical polarisation and
the Russia-Ukraine war that
triggered Washington and its
allies to impose numerous
sanctions on Russia.

At the BRICS event
yesterday, Hasina said her
government saw considerable
merit in Bangladesh’s share
in the New Development
Bank of BRICS.

“We need predictable
financing (o support our
investments in infrastructure,
industries and clean energy.
We must have viable options
while waiting for reforms of
the international financial
architecture.”

Bangladesh has always
championed the cause of
Least Developed Countries,
mostly in Africa, and is
proud to be engaged in UN
peacekeeping missions in
Africa, she said.

Bangladesh is ready to
share its expertise on food

emphasised the need for
increasing air and maritime
connectivity o promote
mutual trade and investment
with Africa.

“Together, we  must
continue to seek our dues
for international financing
and technologies. We need
to unite around climate
justice, migrants’ rights,
digital equity and debt
sustainability.”

BSS reports, Indian Prime
Minister ~ Narendra  Modi
walked to Hasina to exchange
pleasantries at a dinner hosted
by BRICS Chair South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa at
Gallagher Estate, Midrand, in
Johannesburg on Wednesday.

On the sidelines of the
BRICS Plus Dialogue, Hasina
also exchanged pleasantries
with President of the Republic
of Indonesia Joko Widodo,
United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres, and
the vice-president of Uganda,
deputy prime minister of
South Africa, Russian foreign
minister, and Saudi Arabian
foreign minister.

BEIJING SUPPORTS DHAKA
Beijing  supports  Dhaka
in opposing external
interference and safeguarding

national sovereignty,
independence and territorial
integrity, so that Bangladesh
can achieve development and
maintain domestic unity and
stability, Chinese President Xi
Jinping said, reports Chinese
news agency Xinhua.

China and Bangladesh
upgraded bilateral ties to
a  strategic  cooperative
partnership in 2016. Now
Chinais willing to strengthen
cooperation in development
strategies with Bangladesh
and deepen practical
cooperation in various fields,
Xi told Hasina.

DhakaappreciatesChina’s
important role in promoting
regional peace and stability,
and the sound Bangladesh-
China relationship is based
on mutual respect and non-
interference in each other’s
internal affairs, Hasina told
Xi, reports UNB.

Xi said China will always
stay beside Bangladesh and
ensure a permanent solution
to the Rohingya crisis.

Hasina talked about the
urgent need for Rohingya
repatriation as the crisis is a
threat to peace in the region,
Foreign Minister AK Abdul
Momen told reporters in
Johannesburg.

Xi said China wants to
resolve the crisis through
the engagement of China,

Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Xi  expressed  China’s
eagerness (o help Bangladesh
in the development of energy,
renewables, and infrastructure.

Hasina sought Xi’s help
in quickly implementing the
China-funded projects stuck
amid fund shortage.

Bangladesh imports
Chinese goods worth about
$20 billion annually, while
China imports Bangladeshi
goods worth only $700
million, she said.

The trade gap between
Bangladesh and China will
reduce if Chinese investment
comes (o Bangladesh, she said,
requesting the signing of the
Preferential Trade Agreement
between the two countries.

“We will take measures
to quicken the signing
of the Preferential Trade
Agreement between the
countries,” Xi was quoted as
saying by Momen.

As Hasina invited Xi to
visit Bangladesh to witness
the opening of the Padma
Rail Bridge in October, the
latter said he would definitely
come to Bangladesh, but the
time will be fixed through
the foreign ministries.

Xi also invited Hasina
to visit China. The PM said
the visit might take time as
she would be busy with the
election campaign.



