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Ex-JP MP dies as 
motorbike hits him
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Former Jatiya Party lawmaker Mohammad Ullah 
was killed yesterday afternoon, after being hit by 
a motorbike on the Dhaka-Raipur road in Sadar 
upazila of Laxmipur.

Mosleh Uddin, officer-in-charge of Laxmipur 
Sadar Model Police Station, confirmed the news.

The victim, Mohammad Ullah, 76, is son of 
Akkas Mia Hawlader from Banchanagar area of 
Ward No-14 in Laxmipur Municipality.  

The deceased’s son, Rakib Hossain, said his 
father was hit by a speeding motorbike while he 
was crossing the road in front of Alia Madrasa. 
He was subsequently taken to Laxmipur Sadar 
Hospital in critical condition.

Mohammad Ullah was pronounced dead upon 
arrival, according to Dr Md Johurul Islam Roni, 
the resident medical officer of the hospital.

The deceased had served as the lawmaker for 
the Laxmipur-3 constituency from 1986 to 1988. 
He held the position as the first chairman of 
Laxmipur municipality. He had also previously 
served as the president of the district committee 
of Jatiya Party.

Additionally, he was also the convener of the 
committee for preparing the council for the latest 
district-level Jatiya Party council, before his death.

How TO KILL A RIVER… The once vibrant Kharia river has now become a haunting wasteland. Indiscriminate 
garbage, illegal structures, and encroachment have choked its flow. The river’s silent struggle for survival 
beneath overgrown weeds speaks volumes about the authority’s neglect. This photo was taken in Mymensingh 
recently.  PHOTO: STAR

Kharia, a river 
on deathbed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Environmental pollution and 
encroachment have left Kharia 
River in Mymensingh’s Phulpur 
upazila on its deathbed.

The authorities concerned, 
however, seem to have turned a deaf 
ear to the issue as their indifference 
to monitoring the situation is quite 
apparent, alleged locals.  

The 25km long river is a tributary 
of the Old Brahmaputra and falls 
into Kongsho River in Netrokona. 
The river is also connected with 
several local water bodies, including 
Kurhar Doba (swamp). 

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent saw heaps of 
garbage being dumped in different 
areas on the river bank, piling up 
for years, with no one to check this 
menace.

Once a great source of water for 
agriculture and local fisheries, the 
river has now become a narrow 
stream, overgrown with hyacinths 
and bushes on the bank, said Abu 
Mia, a farmer from Poyari village.

The river used to be the life line of 
agriculture and ecological balance 
of this locality but it has been left 
in a serious state of negligence, 
lamented Azizul Islam, a school 
teacher.

People have been dumping daily 
garbage on the river bank for years. 
Besides, the local butchers also use 
the river bank as their slaughtering 
ground, and throw away the animal 
wastes in river water.

Admitting the matter, Saidul 
Islam, a butcher at Amuakanda 
Bazar, said they have been 
slaughtering animals on the river 
bank for some 10 years and nobody 

ever forbid them from doing so.
Established in 2001, the 

municipality with around 40,000 
residents could not even manage 
a proper garbage management 
system in the last 23 years, said 
ATM Robiul Karim Robi, a local 
journalist.  

Only a few dustbins were found 
in the municipality, including one 
adjacent to Phulpur Upazila Health 
Complex. The clinical wastes of the 
hospital, however, are dumped in 
front of the facility, said locals.

Shashadar Sen, mayor of 
Phulpur municipality, said garbage 
is being dumped on the river bank 
mainly by the local people and 
businessmen. 

The municipality authority once 
used to dump garbage on the river 
bank, but they are using a station in 
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Turn Barind into 
export-focused 
agri hub: Experts
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Experts at a workshop in Rajshahi yesterday advocated for 
transformation of the Barind region from a rice bowl to 
an export-focused agricultural hub to save the declining 
water resources.

The workshop titled “Joining forces for catalysing 
transformation in Barind Hotspot” was held at the 
conference room of the Barind Multipurpose Development 
Authority (BMDA).

More than 70 experts joined the workshop, which was 
jointly organised by the Coca-Cola Foundation, 2030 
Water Resources Group, Dascoh Foundation, Syngenta 
Foundation, and BMDA.

The experts said Barind is a country hotspot owing to 
drought, low rainfall, and groundwater depletion. The 
region should grow less water-consuming crops instead 
of Boro rice to conserve water. 

They also said the farmers and agribusiness owners 
will require assistance in identifying extension activities 
for exportable crops, marketing their products, and 
improving the supply chain.
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BARGUNA-DHAKA ROUTE 

Launch service 
suspended due to 
passenger crisis
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Launch movement on the Barguna-Dhaka route has been 
halted due to an extreme shortage of passengers, as a 
result of the Padma Bridge. Due to the dwindling number 
of passengers, no launches have left for Dhaka from the 
Barguna Launch Ghat since Tuesday on 4pm.

Zahirul Haque Panu, vice president of Barguna Traders 
Association, said if this route is permanently closed, 
Barguna’s businesses will be threatened. The cost of 
transporting goods will increase, impacting both traders 
and consumers. 

Before the Padma Bridge was inaugurated, every 
launch on the route would carry 400 to 500 passengers 
each day, said launch owners. However, not even 100 
passengers are available since the Padma Bridge opened. 
There were previously four luxury passenger launches on 
the Dhaka-Barguna route. Following the opening of the 
Padma Bridge, only one launch remained on the route.
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8 Jamaat-Shibir 
men held in 2 dists
STAR REPORT

Police yesterday arrested eight Jamaat-Shibir 
activists from Lalmonirhat and Rangpur for 
allegedly plotting sabotage.

In Lalmonirhat, six of their activists were 
arrested from a meeting early yesterday from 
the Alorupa cinema hall area. They are Jamaat 
activists Azim Uddin, 58, Abu Taher, 40, Moainul 
Islam, 38, and Shibir activists Sohail Parvez, 32, 
Milon Mia, 20 and Rakib Hasan, 17.

Sensing the presence of police, eight other 
Jamaat-Shibir men ran away, the law enforcers said.

Police yesterday filed a case against 14 named 
Jamaat-Shibir men and several others unknown 
under Section 15 (3) of the Special Tribunal Act on 
charges of plotting sabotage in this connection, 
confirmed officer-in-charge of Lalmonirhat Sadar 
Police Station Omar Farooq. A judicial magistrate 
court sent them to jail yesterday afternoon after 
they were produced before it, the OC said.

Meanwhile, two Jamaat men were detained 
when they tried to bring out a procession in 
Rangpur city yesterday, said police.

The arrestees are Abdul Motin and Abul Kalam 
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