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reestablished radical-
communal forces 
into politics by lifting 
restrictions on religion-
based politics and 
amending the country’s 
constitution.

“The journey of radical-
communal politics began 
in this country under the 
patronisation of BNP. 
The seeds of communal 
politics were planted by 
Ziaur Rahman, while it 
spread with a strong base 
during the reign of his wife 
Khaleda Zia,” he said.

Quader said 
Bangabandhu’s self-
declared killers formed a 
fascist organisation named 
‘Freedom Party’ with 
support from communal 
forces of the Middle East.

He said Begum Khaleda 
Zia gave the status of 
the main opposition 
party in Parliament to 
the ‘Freedom Party’ by 
holding voter-less polls on 
February 15, 1996.

Quader said on August 
21, 2004, a barbaric grenade 
attack was carried out at an 
AL rally at Bangabandhu 
Avenue in Dhaka, under 
direct supervision of BNP 
vice-chairman Tarique 
Rahman, aiming to kill 
the AL national leaders, 
including AL President 
Sheikh Hasina.

Tarique was proved to 
be the mastermind of the 
grenade attack as Mufti 
Hannan, accused in the 
grenade attack case, gave 
testimony in court to this 
effect, he said.

8 Jamaat
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of the Mirganj area under 
Rangpur City. OC Mahfuzar 
Rahman of Rangpur 
Kotwali Metropolitan 
police station said that 
police detained them when 
they tried to bring out 
a procession in a bid to 
destabilise law and order 
situation in the Dhakhiganj 
area of Rangpur.

Felling trees
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to the spot in the afternoon 
and forced the labourers 
to halt their work. Later, a 
PWD representative came 
to the spot and invited the 
protestors for a meeting 
today. 

“We sought the housing 
block’s layout and design 
to understand their plan,” 
Azaz added.

“There are hundreds 
of birds of various species 
living in the trees. Oriental 
magpies, parrots, and 
starlings are regularly 
seen there. A responsible 
government can’t do 
something like this”, he 

added.
Contacted, Moazzem 

Hossen, executive engineer 
of PWD, told The Daily Star 
that the housing block 
project was planned for 
Parliament officials and 
staff.

“Receiving instruction 
from high-ups, I went to 
the spot. We’ll discuss the 
details with all stakeholders 
in tomorrow’s (today) 
meeting,”he said.

Preferring anonymity,  
a forest official from The 
Forest Department told The 
Daily Star that PWD did 
not obtain any permission 
to cut trees from them. 

Flooding may rise
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and local needs, increasing 
capacity within local 
institutions, and embracing 
nature-based solutions are 
vital.

Dr Saleemul Huq, 
Director, International 
Centre for Climate 
Change and Development 
(ICCCAD) said the need 
for immediate action is 

becoming more urgent.
“All we need is global 

cooperation as we are facing 
the challenges concerning 
strong adaptation strategies 
and energy transition. It 
is also imperative to have 
adequate climate finance 
and take a firm stance 
on “loss and damage” 
and create a world that 
overcomes adversity.”

Launch service
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Passengers said that while 
the journey by launch is 
comfortable, it takes more 
time, so they prefer a journey 
by bus now. However, for the 
middle-class, launch was 
an affordable way to get to 
Dhaka.

Md Bayajid, a regular 
launch passenger said 
he is disappointed by the 
closure of Barguna-Dhaka 
route. During various 
festivals, bus owners charge 

double the fare for people 
returning home, while the 
launch is more affordable. 

Masum Khan, the 
owner of MK Shipping 
Lines Company, said, “We 
have stopped the launch 
movement on Barguna- 
Dhaka route for now. We 
are losing 1.5 to 2 lakh taka 
on every trip. Last month 
there was a loss of 38 lakh 
taka. If fuel prices falls, we 
expect to start the launch 
movement again.”

Ctg customs sues
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Assistant Revenue Officer 
Md Bakibillah filed the case 
with Bandar Police Station 
alleging that the authorities 
concerned found various 
discrepancies in the 
documents provided by the 
company. It also stated that 
the company doesn’t even 
have an importing licence, 
even though it managed to 
secure the tender to import 
the insecticide for DNCC.

Confirming the case, 
Officer-in-Charge of 

Bandar Police Station 
Sanjoy Kumar Sinha told 
The Daily Star,”According 
to the case statement, the 
importer and its local C&F 
agent imported mosquito 
insecticide by submitting 
false papers and 
tampering with customs 
documents.”

Earlier, DNCC also 
lodged a case against 
Marshal for not importing 
BTI insecticide as per the 
purchase contract and 
blacklisted the company. 

Turn Barind into
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Dr MA Sattar Mandal, 
emeritus professor at 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
University, Mymensingh, 
said the government, 
NGOs, and farmers need 
to work together for the 
transformation.

“Aside from smarter 
rice varieties, certain fruit 
production, like mango, 
is already profitable in the 
region. We need to find more 
prospective export crops 
and create opportunities for 
crop export,” he added.

Prof Chowdhury 
Sarwar Jahan of Rajshahi 
University’s geology and 
mining department said the 
area also has the potential 

for cotton cultivation, which 
uses little water and has 
sufficient global demand.

Syeda Sitwat Shahed, 
2030 WRG consultant, 
briefed about a project 
titled “Introducing Water 
Efficient Technologies in 
Barind,” saying, “Some 
48,000 farmers used 
alternative wetting and 
drying technology for rice 
and ultra-high density 
cultivation techniques using 
drip irrigation for mango 
in Rajshahi, Naogaon, and 
Chapainawabganj for the 
last five years.”

With these technologies, 
farmers increased rice yields 
by 7 percent while using 
16 percent less irrigation, 
saving 79 percent water, 
and increasing mango 
production by around 33 
percent, she said.

BMDA Executive 
Director Abdur Rashid said 
rice cultivation also has a 
negative impact on carbon 
emission levels. 

He said BMDA has 
already started shifting 
towards using surface 
water for irrigation, instead 
of groundwater. 

No one should
FROM PAGE 3

and drug trafficking 
incidents increased in 
the camps while skilled 
members of the law 
enforcing agencies were 
killed and injured.

A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
challenges, he urged all not 
to undermine Bangladesh’s 
efforts.

The State Minister said 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina gave shelter to the 
Rohingyas on humanitarian 
grounds. “We will remain 
committed as long as they 
are in Bangladesh.”

On August 25, 2017, 
Myanmar’s military began 
carrying out violent 
operations against the 
Rohingya population in 
northern Rakhine state, 
which resulted in grave 
crimes under international 
law. Entire villages were 
burnt, and hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingyas 
were forced to flee into 
Bangladesh.

Tsunami needed
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“…They (AL government) 
talk about democracy, but 
in reality, they have wiped 
out democracy from the 
country. Not only today but 
when the Awami League 
formed the government 
after independence in 1971, 
it killed democracy in just 
11 minutes in parliament,” 
he said.

He said this while 
addressing a discussion 
titled “No Alternative to 
One Point of Restoring 
Democracy and Human 
Rights”, organised by 
Bangladesh Youth Forum 

at Jatiya Press Club 
yesterday.

Moeen said that the 
thousand-year history of 
Bangladesh shows that 
no one could take away 
the independence of the 
country.

“The Awami League 
government cannot do 
that either. The people of 
Bangladesh gave their lives 
for freedom, democracy, 
and voting rights. ... Awami 
League cannot trample 
democracy. The people 
will wake up again and 
establish democracy in the 
country,” he added.

Kharia, a river on
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Kuria Bridge area for waste 
disposal now.

R e g a r d i n g 
encroachments by 
influential quarters, the 
mayor claimed many of 
them have taken lease of the 
lands from the government.

Mymensingh Civil 
Surgeon Dr Nazrul Islam 
said dumping of garbage 
and the stench from it 
are detrimental to the 
environment and can cause 
serious health hazards, 
including waterborne 
diseases, long-term 
respiratory problems, and 
skin complication.

Ataul Karim Rasel, 
Phulpur Upazila Parishad 
chairman, said this serious 
nuisance must be stopped 
immediately.

He informed that a 

proposal for dredging the 
river was submitted to the 
ministry concerned three 
years ago, but to no avail.

Lawyer Shibbir Ahmed 
Liton, secretary of Poribesh 
Rokhha O Unnayan 
Andolon, said the dumping 
of garbage into the river 
is a gross violation of 
environment laws.

M Sajjadul Hasan, 
upazila nirbahi officer 
(UNO) in Phulpur and also 
president of Nodi Rokhha 
Committee’s upazila 
unit, said necessary steps 
would be taken against the 
polluters and grabbers.

The UNO also said 
he has recently started 
a campaign, involving 
students and scouts, to 
make the upazila clean 
and the initiative has been 
continuing.

Formulate
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Sromik Front, said,“In the 
informal sector, women 
suffer a lot when they 
conceive. They get fired 
from their jobs,” he added.

Felix Kolbitz, Resident 
Representative of 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 
Abul Hossen, organiser 
of Domestic Help Right 
Protection Network and 
Zakia Haque, executive 
director of Creative 
Pathway Bangladesh, also 
spoke among others.
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Wadudul 
Ambia passes 
away
STAR REPORT

W a d u d u l 
A m b i a , 
father of 
R e m a r k 
HB Ltd 
M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r 
Ashraful Ambia, passed 
away on Tuesday, aged 85, 
said a press release.

He is survived by his two 
sons and two daughters.

He was buried at 
his family graveyard 
in Gosaigram, Tangail 
yesterday.

SM Ashraful Alam, 
chairman of Remark HB, 
and Shahriar Alam, deputy 
chairman, were present at 
the funeral.


