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of the Mirganj area under 
Rangpur City. OC Mahfuzar 
Rahman of Rangpur 
Kotwali Metropolitan 
police station said that 
police detained them when 
they tried to bring out 
a procession in a bid to 
destabilise law and order 
situation in the Dhakhiganj 
area of Rangpur.

Now, trees felled
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Savers, a green movement 
platform, told The Daily 
Star that he saw workers 
cutting trees yesterday 
morning. When he 
questioned them, they 
replied that trees were 
being felled for a housing 
block and they were 
working on behalf of Public 
Works Department (PWD).

Mohammad Azaz, 
chairman at River and 
Delta Research Centre, 
who is also a local, told The 
Daily Star that they rushed 
to the spot in the afternoon 
and forced the labourers 
to halt their work. Later, a 
PWD representative came 
to the spot and invited the 
protestors for a meeting 
today.

“We sought the housing 
block’s layout and design 
to understand their plan,” 
Azaz added.

“There are hundreds 
of birds of various species 
living in the trees. Oriental 
magpies, parrots, and 
starlings are regularly 
seen there. A responsible 
government can’t do 

something like this”, he 
added.

Contacted, Moazzem 
Hossen, executive engineer 
of PWD, told The Daily Star 
that the housing block 
project was planned for 
parliament officials and 
staff.

“Receiving instruction 
from high-ups, I went to 
the spot. We’ll discuss the 
details with all stakeholders 
in tomorrow’s (today) 
meeting,“ he said.

Preferring anonymity, 
a official from The Forest 
Department told The Daily 
Star that PWD did not 
obtain any permission to 
cut trees from them.

The incident came only 
months after a protest 
against the felling of trees 
by the Dhaka South City 
Corporation (DSCC) for 
road development work 
on Satmasjid Road in 
Dhanmondi. Nearly 600 
were cut in the area.

DSCC Mayor Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh later 
apologised to the locals of 
Dhanmondi for the felling 
of trees.

Flooding may
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and local needs, increasing 
capacity within local 
institutions, and embracing 
nature-based solutions are 
vital.

Dr Saleemul Huq, 
Director, International 
Centre for Climate 
Change and Development 
(ICCCAD) said the need 
for immediate action is 
becoming more urgent.

“All we need is global 
cooperation as we are 
facing the challenges 
concerning strong 
adaptation strategies and 
energy transition. It is 
also imperative to have 
adequate climate finance 
and take a firm stance 
on “loss and damage” 
and create a world that 
overcomes adversity.”

Launch service
FROM PAGE 5

Passengers said that while 
the journey by launch 
is comfortable, it takes 
more time, so they prefer 
a journey by bus now. 
However, for the middle-
class, launch was an 
affordable way to get to 
Dhaka.

Md Bayajid, a regular 
launch passenger said 
he is disappointed by the 
closure of Barguna-Dhaka 
route. During various 
festivals, bus owners 

charge double the fare for 
people returning home. 
He said the launch fare is 
more affordable. 

Masum Khan, the owner 
of MK Shipping Lines 
Company, said, “We have 
stopped the launch service 
on Barguna- Dhaka route 
for now. We are losing Tk 
1.5 to 2 lakh on every trip. 
Last month there was a 
loss of Tk 38 lakh. If fuel 
prices fall and number of 
passengers rise, we will 
start the service again.”

Ctg customs sues
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company called Shandong 
Ganon Agrochemical, 
according to customs 
documents. However, 
tender documents clearly 
state that the BTI must be 
imported from the US, EU 
countries, Singapore, India, 
and Malaysia.

Assistant Revenue 
Officer Md Bakibillah 
filed the case with Bandar 
Police Station alleging 
that the authorities 
concerned found various 
discrepancies in the 
documents provided by the 
company. It also stated that 
the company doesn’t even 
have an importing licence, 

even though it managed to 
secure the tender to import 
the insecticide for DNCC.

Confirming the case, 
Officer-in-Charge of 
Bandar Police Station 
Sanjoy Kumar Sinha told 
The Daily Star,”According 
to the case statement, the 
importer and its local C&F 
agent imported mosquito 
insecticide by submitting 
false papers and 
tampering with customs 
documents.”

Earlier, DNCC also 
lodged a case against 
Marshal for not importing 
BTI insecticide as per the 
purchase contract and 
blacklisted the company. 

Turn Barind into
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Dr MA Sattar Mandal, 
emeritus professor at 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
University, Mymensingh, 
said the government, 
NGOs, and farmers need 
to work together for the 
transformation.

“Aside from smarter 
rice varieties, certain fruit 
production, like mango, 
is already profitable in 
the region. We need to 
find more prospective 
export crops and create 
opportunities for crop 
export,” he added.

Prof Chowdhury 
Sarwar Jahan of Rajshahi 
University’s geology 
and mining department 
said the area also has 
the potential for cotton 

cultivation, which uses 
little water and has 
sufficient global demand.

Syeda Sitwat Shahed, 
2030 WRG consultant, 
briefed about a project 
titled “Introducing Water 
Efficient Technologies in 
Barind,” saying, “Some 
48,000 farmers used 
alternative wetting 
and drying technology 
for rice and ultra-high 
density cultivation 
techniques using drip 
irrigation for mango in 
Rajshahi, Naogaon, and 
Chapainawabganj for the 
last five years.”

With these technologies, 
farmers increased rice yields 
by 7 percent while using 
16 percent less irrigation, 
saving 79 percent water, 
and increasing mango 
production by around 33 
percent, she said.

BMDA Executive 
Director Abdur Rashid said 
rice cultivation also has a 
negative impact on carbon 
emission levels. 

He said BMDA has 
already started shifting 
towards using surface 
water for irrigation, instead 
of groundwater. 

WB to provide $100m
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that the budget will get 
approved in the Board 
Meeting at the end of 
August.

Addressing the need 
for escalating activities 
by city corporations 
and municipalities to 
handle dengue, he said 
500 people have died of 
dengue as the situation 
could not be brought 
under control.

Urging all to behave 
responsibly, the minister 
said the death and number 
of dengue patients 
would not decrease if 
mosquitoes do not come 
under control.

The World Bank will 
also provide assistance to 
Bangladesh in developing 
a coronavirus vaccine, he 
added.

The minister said that 
Bangladesh received a 
financing commitment.

Bangladesh has 
received a commitment of 
$300 million from Asian 
Development Bank to build 
a vaccine manufacturing 
plant in the country.

“We’ll ask for more, if 
necessary,” Malek said.

The minister also said 
that $27 billion will be 
needed in five years to 
make the vaccine.

“Of this, the Government 
of Bangladesh will arrange 
$22 billion. We need $5 
billion in multisectoral 
funding.”

“They already 
committed $2- 2.5 billion. 
They will gradually 
manage the rest over the 
next five years,” Zahid 
Maleque said.

US-Bangladesh
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From Bangladesh side, 
officials from different 
ministries and departments, 
including from the 
Bangladesh Armed Forces, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
and Bangladesh Coast 
Guard also attended the 
tenth bilateral defence 
dialogue between the US 
and Bangladesh.

The ninth Bangladesh-
US Bilateral Defence 
Dialogue was held on May 
16-17 last year in the US. The 
dialogue began in 2012.

“The purpose of this 
dialogue is to expand the 
scope for detailed discussion 
on defence cooperation 
between the two countries,” 
according to the ISPR.

It said the foundation 
of cooperation between 
Bangladesh and the US is 
strong since the aftermath of 
the country’s independence, 
and the relation is 
multidimensional, multi-
purpose and ever evolving.

Kharia, a river
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Kuria Bridge area for waste 
disposal now. Regarding 
encroachments by 
influential quarters, the 
mayor claimed many of 
them have taken lease of the 
lands from the government.

Mymensingh Civil 
Surgeon Dr Nazrul Islam 
said dumping of garbage 
and the stench from it 
are detrimental to the 
environment and can cause 
serious health hazards, 
including waterborne 
diseases, long-term 
respiratory problems, and 
skin complication.

Ataul Karim Rasel, 
Phulpur Upazila Parishad 
chairman, said this serious 
nuisance must be stopped 
immediately.

He informed that a 

proposal for dredging the 
river was submitted to the 
ministry concerned three 
years ago, but to no avail.

Lawyer Shibbir Ahmed 
Liton, secretary of Poribesh 
Rokhha O Unnayan 
Andolon, said the dumping 
of garbage into the river 
is a gross violation of 
environment laws.

M Sajjadul Hasan, 
upazila nirbahi officer 
(UNO) in Phulpur and also 
president of Nodi Rokhha 
Committee’s upazila 
unit, said necessary steps 
would be taken against the 
polluters and grabbers.

The UNO also said he has 
recently started a campaign, 
involving students and 
scouts, to make the upazila 
clean and the initiative has 
been continuing.

Formulate
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Sromik Front, said,“In the 
informal sector, women 
suffer a lot when they 
conceive. They get fired 
from their jobs,” he added.

Felix Kolbitz, Resident 
Representative of Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung, Abul Hossen, 
organiser of Domestic Help 
Right Protection Network 
and Zakia Haque, executive 
director of Creative Pathway 
Bangladesh, also spoke 
among others.
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Wadudul 
Ambia passes 
away
STAR REPORT

W a d u d u l 
A m b i a , 
father of 
R e m a r k 
HB Ltd 
M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r 
Ashraful Ambia, passed 
away on Tuesday, aged 85, 
said a press release.

He is survived by his two 
sons and two daughters.

He was buried at 
his family graveyard 
in Gosaigram, Tangail 
yesterday.

SM Ashraful Alam, 
chairman of Remark HB, 
and Shahriar Alam, deputy 
chairman, were present at 
the funeral.
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