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A campus reporter was 
beaten allegedly by activists 
of Jahangirnagar University 
unit of Bangladesh Chhatra 
League early yesterday.

The incident took place 
at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Hall. 

The victim Asif Al 
Amin, JU correspondent of 
United News of Bangladesh, 
claimed he was attacked by 
followers of JU BCL general 
secretary Habibur Rahman 
Liton. 

“Some BCL activists 
came to the hall guest room 
following a programme 
marking August 21 grenade 
attack. I was drinking tea 
outside the hall. Upon 
hearing screams, I rushed to 
the spot. Then they started 
attacking me on suspicion 
that I was secretly recording 
their video. When I gave my 
identity, they beat me even 
more,” said Asif. He has 
given a written complaint 
to the hall provost.

The alleged BCL men 
are deputy library affairs 
secretary of JU BCL unit 
Mehedi Hasan, and activists 
Naim Hossain, Aminur 
Sumon, Hridoy Roy and 
Safayet Hossain Toha.

Hall provost Palash Saha 
said, “We have received 
the complaint. Actions 
will be taken following 
investigation.”

BANGABANDHU 

DIGITAL UNIV

Students 
continue 
protest for 
lower fees
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

Students at the 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Digital 
University in Gazipur 
continued their protests 
yesterday, seeking lower 
tuition costs and other 
institutional irregularities.

Around 9 am, 200 
students locked the 
university administrative 
building and staged a sit-in 
programme. They have been 
protesting since Sunday 
and placed a 31-point-
demand which also include 
mandatory teachers’ 
evaluation, hiring new 
teachers and reducing the 
fees needed to reappear in a 
particular exam(retakes).

Sayem, a student of the 
university, told The Daily 
Star that the university’s 
6-month semester fee was 
previously Tk 7,000, which 
has increased to Tk 12,000. 
Additionally, if anyone fails, 
they have to pay Tk 21,000 
for retakes.

Contacted, University VC 
Professor Dr Muhammad 
Manfuzul Islam told The 
Daily Star, “I have heard 
about the movement. I have 
sent two teachers to find out 
what their demands are.”
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LOAD SHEDDING IN CHATTOGRAM

Locals suffer amid 
sweltering heat

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Shuvechchha Ghosh, a resident 
of Chattogram’s Askar Dighir 
Par area, has been suffering lately 
due to frequent load shedding, 
occurring six to seven times a day.

As the scorching autumn 
heat intensifies the struggle, 
Shuvechchha’s two-and-a-half-
year-old baby finds it impossible to 
sleep, leaving her fanning him for 
hours.

“Power went out at 6:00am on 
Sunday, then came back about an 
hour later, then went out again 
at 9:30am, then came back at 
10:20am. This went on the entire 
day till midnight,” she said.

Like Shuvechchha, residents of 
many other areas in the port city, 
including Chawk Bazar, Panchlaish, 
Katalganj, Sulakbahar, Bakalia, 
Kazir Dewri, Love Lane, Jubillee 
Road, Teri Bazar, Hazari Goli, Andar 
Killah, Dewan Bazar, Room Ghata, 
Dewanji Pukur Par, Sub Area, Nawab 
Sirajuddaullah Road, Telipatti Road, 
Lal Chand Road, Joy Nagar, Munshi 
Pukur Par, Hamzarbagh, Bibirhat, 
Oxygen, Chatteshwari Road and 
Lalkhan Bazar, have been suffering 
for a week due to power outages.

“The weather in Chattogram 
was comparatively mild during 
heavy rain in the second week 
of this month, but after that, 
the temperature rose, and the 

frequency of load shedding 
increased,” said Abdul Aziz, a 
resident of Panchlaish area.

Contacted, Shampa Nandi, 
assistant chief engineer at PDB 
Chattogram, said that they 
were receiving 200-250 mw less 
electricity than the daily need.

On average, the daily demand 
for energy in Chattogram remains 
at 1,200 mw during peak hours 
and around 1,100 mw during 
regular hours.

Power demand was 1,109 mw at 
11:00am and 1,235 mw at 7:00pm 
in Chattogram on Sunday.

According to a document 
obtained by The Daily Star, 16 
power plants in Chattogram region, 
including five units of Kaptai, two 
each in Raozan and Shikalbaha, and 

Matarbari Power Plant, generated 
a total of 1,510 mw of power to the 
national grid on Sunday.

Asked about the reason behind 
load shedding, despite local plants 
generating more electricity than 
required, Rezaul Karim, chief 
engineer (distribution) of PDB 
Chattogram, said, “We receive 
power from the national grid, not 
directly from local power plants.”

“Due to a lack of oil, some of the 
country’s oil-fired power plants 
are unable to produce power at full 
capacity, resulting in a decline in 
national production. As a result, 
Chattogram is receiving less power 
than its daily need,” he added.

However, he said the situation 
will improve within the next three 
days.
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Four die as covered van hits 
auto-rickshaw in B’baria

STAR REPORT

Four people, including a child, 
died  and one was injured after 
a covered van hit a parked CNG-
run auto-rickshaw carrying them 
on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway in 
Brahmanbaria’s Ashuganj upazila 
yesterday.

The accident took place in 
Sohagpur area around 12:00pm, 
said Akul Chandra Biswas, officer-
in-charge of Khatihata Highway 
Police Station.

The deceased were identified as 
Sohel Mia, 27, son of Farid Miah and 
Jilani, 8, son of Nazmul Miah, both 
of Bolibari village in the district’s 
Sarail upazila; Askar Mia, 60, son of 
late Zafar Ali of Shakhaiti village of 
the same upazila; and Ujjal Mia, 34, 

of Kishoreganj’s Bhairab upazila.
“The covered van lost control 

and hit the auto-rickshaw that was 
parked on the road, killing Sohel, the 
auto-rickshaw driver, and Jilani on 
the spot. The others were declared 
dead by doctors at Ashuganj Upazila 
Health Complex, said the OC 
quoting witnesses.

Critically injured, Nazmul Miah 
has been shifted to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital. The covered 

van has been seized but its driver 
managed to flee, the OC added.
ONE KILLED IN JOYPURHAT

Meanwhile, a van-puller died after 
a passenger bus ran him over in 
Joypurhat Sadar upazila yesterday.

Hafizul Islam, 42, son of Sattar 
Hossain of Harenda village under the 
district’s Panchbibi upazila on his way 
to Joypurhat Modern Hospital with his 
sick wife. A speeding bus hit them on 
the Hili-Joypurhat road, leaving him 
dead on the spot, said Golam Sarwar 
Hossain, inspector (investigation) of 
Joypurhat Sadar police station

His wife was critically injured.
The bus driver and helper fled the 

spot after the accident, he added.
Our Brahmanbaria and Dinajpur 

correspondents contributed to this 
report.

TEESTA EROSION

50 homes washed 
away in Kurigram
UNB, Kurigram

Erosion by Teesta River has taken a serious turn in 
Kurigram district with the recession of floodwater, 
displacing many families and devouring vast tracts 
of cropland.

The river has been eroding its banks for the 
last three months and the erosion has intensified 
recently in Rajarhat upazila of the district.

Locals said Khitab Khan Government Primary 
School is at risk of being washed away by the river 
any time as the water 
body is only 30-35 
metres away from 
the school now. The 
same is the case 
with Char Khitab 
Khan Government 
Primary School 
and Gatiasham 
Community Clinic.

In Khitab Khan 
village alone, homes 
of 30 families went 
into the gorge of the river. The figure will be at 
least 50, including the number in four other 
villages. Many of them have been living under the 
open sky.

Besides, the river is devouring hundreds of acres 
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