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CREDIBLE POLLS

Free presence of foreign 
observers crucial: TIB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The existing 2018 guidelines for 
foreign election observers ahead of 
the upcoming national parliament 
elections must be revised to hold a 
credible, impartial, and participatory 
election process, said Transparency 
International Bangladesh (TIB).

The free presence and movement 
of local and foreign observers is 
essential to conduct a free, fair and 
participatory election, TIB said in a 
statement issued yesterday. 

In the statement, TIB Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman said, to 
make the guidelines “contemporary” 
and relevant, the Election 
Commission should consider the role 
of foreign observers’ unrestricted 

presence as a significant means in 
achieving a level-playing field or a 
fair competition arena.

Earlier, in 2018 national 
parliamentary elections, the limited 
presence and controversial role 
of foreign observers due to visa 
complexities, had tarnished the 
election process that time, he said.

Iftekharuzzaman said that if the 
guidelines are formulated only on 
expression of government institutions’ 
viewpoints and restrictions, it could 
deepen the ongoing crisis of trust in 
the Election Commission and further 
discourage foreign observers.

The responsibility for ensuring 
a fair election is not solely the EC’s; 
similarly, the commission should not 
forget that it is their constitutional 

responsibility and obligation to 
arrange a transparent and inclusive 
election, he added.

“So, the guidelines should be 
reviewed in light of the views of non-
party experts, media personalities, 
and other stakeholders on the relevant 
issues and, in this case, the positive and 
negative experiences of Bangladesh in 
the past,” read the statement.

The EC has recently taken the 
initiative to bring changes to the 
guidelines ahead of the upcoming 
national parliament elections.

As per the current guidelines, 
international observers and 
journalists need to take permission 
from the commission in prescribed 
forms. They need clearance from 
home and foreign ministries.

FLOOD IN KURIGRAM

Locals suffer as road 
remains unrepaired
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

More than three hundred families of 
Gorokmandal village in Kurigram’s Phulbari 
upazila have been suffering immensely with their 
commute as the road, connecting the village to 
the rest of the upazila, remains unrepaired for 
over a month.

The road was damaged at four places due to 
flood. However, one of the damaged portions was 
repaired, somewhat allowing people to pass, said 
Shyamal Chandra Mandal, a member of Naodanga 
Union Parishad. 

While the other damaged parts continue to 
decay due to a lack of repair works, locals have 
resorted to using a makeshift bamboo bridge to 
cross those portions, he added.  

Naser Ali, a 65-year-old farmer of Gorokmandal 
village, said, “No agricultural produce can be 
transported to the market as no vehicles are able 
to ply the dilapidated road.”

A month ago, the rise in water levels in Dharla 
river inundated the area and severely damaged 
some portions of the road, Naser added.

UP Member Shyamal Chandra Mandal, said 
Phulbari Upazila Parishad has assured of repairing 
the road soon.

“Phulbari Upazila Nirbahi Officer had inspected 
the damaged road. If the allocation is available, the 
damaged road will be repaired soon,” said Ayaz 
Uddin, another UP member.

The project implementation officer has been 
directed to repair the remaining parts of the road 
as soon as possible, said Phulbari UNO Sibbir 
Ahmed.

Defying the scorching heat, TCB card holders wait for hours to purchase essential commodities at subsidised 
prices. Due to ever-rising prices in the market, lower-income families have no choice but to rely on this service 
for survival. The photo was taken yesterday in Khulna’s Khalishpur area. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

PROBE INTO OFFSHORE BUSINESS

SC lawyer seeks to 
become party to 
High Court order
STAFF REPORTER

Supreme Court lawyer Barrister Syed Sayedul Haque 
Suman yesterday submitted two petitions -- one for 
becoming a party to a probe ordered by the High Court 
and the other seeking a directive to bar S Alam’s owner 
and his wife from leaving the country.

The petitions were filed with the High Court and the 
attorney general’s office.

In the petition submitted to the AG office, Barrister 
Suman said there is a prima-facie case against S Alam 
Group for laundering money, corruption and forgery 
and therefore, an order from the HC is necessary 
directing its owners Mohammad Saiful Alam and his 
wife Farzana Parveen not to leave Bangladesh until the 
end of the inquiry ordered by this court on August 6.

On the same day, Barrister Suman moved a prayer 
before the HC with a report in The Daily Star headlined 
“S Alam’s Aladdin’s lamp” published on August 4, for a 
suo-muto rule and probe order.

The HC bench of Justice Md Nazrul Islam Talukder 
and Justice Khizir Hayat Lizu will hold a hearing today 
on the petition filed seeking to become an added party 
to the suo-muto rule and probe order, the lawyer said.

Last week, S Alam Group submitted two petitions 
with the HC and the attorney general’s office, one 
seeking to become a party to a probe ordered by the 
HC, and the other seeking a retraction of the probe and 
a gag order on media.

The bench on August 6 issued the suo-muto rule 
directing the inquiry into allegations that Saiful Alam 
and his wife are running offshore businesses without 
Bangladesh Bank’s permission.
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