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For undergrad students, research work is one 
of the most challenging things they can face. 
However, those with experience can attest 
that it can also be one of the most gratifying 
experiences. 

As an undergrad, your involvement in research 
mostly depends on the guidance you receive 
from your faculty members. University professors 
maintain the dual responsibility of being teachers 
as well as researchers, extending opportunities 
for their students to learn about academic 
research, who then get to contribute to research 
themselves. 

In many universities, a thesis may appear as an 
option for final year undergrad students as part 
of their course curriculum. This is a brilliant way 
for students to dip their toes into the world of 
research.

For students with a major where a thesis is not 
offered as part of the course curriculum, a bit 
more initiative is required. Having a good rapport 
with professors, being aware of their research 

interests, and aligning your own interests and 
knowledge base with them can give teachers an 
indication of your seriousness. 

As a student, it’s important to understand 
that research is a significant commitment for 
both the student and the teacher, so building a 
solid background of field-specific knowledge is 
mandatory before jumping in. For this reason, it’s 
advisable to wait until the second half of one’s 
undergraduate journey to start pursuing this, as it 
ensures no one’s time and efforts are wasted.

We reached out to Upama Kabir, Professor 
of Computer Science and Engineering at Dhaka 
University, to find out her opinion on how 
important it is for students to delve into research.

“Research is not mandatory, not even for STEM 
students. Those who are inclined will pursue it, 
and others won’t. But the technical knowledge 
gained from it will help students no matter what 
career they pursue,” she said.

“In engineering departments across the 
country, there is a misconception among students 
that in their fourth year, they must do a thesis. 
It’s actually quite difficult for fourth year students 
with the pressure of their coursework to do 
fully concentrated research. Instead, focusing 
on projects that can showcase all that they have 

learned from their undergrad education 
would be a better option,” she went on to 
add.

The level of interest in research among 
undergrad students varies from discipline 
to discipline. While STEM students expect 
to conduct research and spend considerable 
time in the lab or writing research papers, 
business students may be less inclined to do 
so because of differing goals at the onset of 
their university lives.

But according to Hamida Mosharraf 
Moniea, Lecturer at the Department of 
Management, North South University, that need 
not be the case.

“It is true that many business students may not 
initially consider pursuing a career in academic 
research. However, it is important to recognise 
the vast scope and exciting possibilities that 
academic research offers in the field of business 
studies. Through research, individuals have the 
opportunity to delve deep into these subjects, 
explore new ideas, and contribute to the existing 
body of knowledge in the field,” she said.

When making the decision to pursue academic 
research, students need to go through a period of 
self-reflection to ascertain if they are the right fit 
for the rigourous undertaking. 

Asrar Chowdhury, Professor of Economics 
at Jahangirnagar University, gives an insightful 
pointer, “The foundation of research is the ability 
to ask the five questions of rhetoric: Who, What, 
When, Where and Why- and then How? The art of 
research is to patiently go through the above, again 
and again, to gain clarity. Undergraduates who 
want to pursue research need to be clear about 
the technicality and the art of research before 
committing themselves to what is essentially a 
journey.”

Azmin Azran is the editor of Campus.

Navigating research as a

university student

E D U  G U I D E

Start by reading the title, abstract and 
introduction of the paper at hand. 
See when it was published; recent 
research is of vital importance. Note any 
headings and key terms. And skip to the 
conclusions. 

Skim through the references as well to 
get an idea on other related works. This 
phase is all about getting the essence of 
the concepts the author/s have worked 
on. By the end, you should know if this is 
the right paper for you and if you want to 

dive into the details.

Next, it is time to read with 
greater discretion, paying 
attention to the diagrams, 

figures and such. Move on to 
the methods and results. 

To know more about 
the background of the 
paper, go over unread 

references. This helps 
to discover what 
has or has not 
previously worked. 

Take notes of special points. Add 
comments. Expect to encounter new 
mechanisms and peculiar terminology.  
You can always pass severely detailed 
work and return later. This step can take 
as long as you need and will drain the 
most out of you. So, at this stage it is wise 
to take a break. 

After completion, you’ll be able to 
summarise the paper more or less. Many 
even consider ditching the paper at this 
point and moving on to another. 

Once you are done, now ponder upon 
the work. Deeply. Look over the notes 
you took. Can the study be repeated? 
What has it been trying to find? 
Were the findings well-supported by 
evidence? How big was the sample size? 
Are there any factors in play? What are 
the limitations of the experiments? And 
so on.

How to read 
a research 
paper

Research is not mandatory, not 
even for STEM students. Those 
who are inclined will pursue 
it, and others won’t. But the 
technical knowledge gained 
from it will help students 
no matter what career they 
pursue.
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