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India’s future, 
security linked 
with Bangladesh
Says Indian MEA official 
Smita Pant
UNB, Dhaka

India’s future, 
particularly its security, 
is inextricably connected 
with Bangladesh, said 
Smita Pant, a senior 
official at the Bangladesh, 
Myanmar Division of the 
Indian Ministry of External Affairs, yesterday.

Together, Bangladesh and India can achieve a 
lot, particularly in renewable energy sector and 
the Sundarbans delta protection, she said while 
addressing an event commemorating martyrdom 
anniversary of Bangabandhu in New Delhi.

High Commissioner Mohammed Mustafizur 
Rahman opened the discussion by saying that 
Bangabandhu’s “struggle and sacrifice in realising 
the rights of the deprived and the downtrodden 
remains a model for the international community”.

Pankaj Saran, former Indian HC to Bangladesh, 
said Bangladesh’s socioeconomic statistics 
were now better than Pakistan and, in certain 
circumstances, India.

CLASH WITH TRADERS

Patients suffer 

as KMCH interns 

continue strike
DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Mujibul Haque from Kharnia village in Dumuria upazila 
of Khulna came to Khulna Medical College Hospital 
yesterday with his eight-year-old daughter for treatment.

However, he had to take her to another facility as 
KMCH interns continued their indefinite strike following 
the recent clash between pharmacy staffers and students.

“When I came in the morning, the situation was bad. 
The students were bringing out processions. It could have 
worsened at any time. So I decided to leave,” he said.

Like Mujibul, Goutom Mondal who came from 
Khalashibunia of Batiaghata was unable to get outdoor 
service due to a lack of doctors.

Director of KMCH Robiul Islam said while the number 
of admitted patients has tripled, there is a shortage of 
doctors due to the ongoing strike.

“It’s difficult for the regular doctors to treat such a large 
number of patients without help from interns. Patients 
are also facing problems due to the closure of medicine 
shops in front of the hospital,” he said.

The strike, which began around 10:00pm on Monday, 
will continue until the “culprits” are arrested and 
punished, the interns said.

At 10:00am yesterday, around 200-300 students 
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KMCH interns staged a sit-in protest yesterday, following their clash with pharmacy staffers on Monday. They 
said they will start a hunger strike from today if their demands are not met. The photo was taken from in front 
of the college. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


