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breakfast at midnight,” he 
said.

“Mukta entered the 
kitchen around 2:00am 
and attempted to lit the 
stove. The spark ignited 
an explosion, engulfing 
the entire room in flames. 
From what I’ve heard, 
there was a gas leak in the 
house, which might have 
caused the explosion,” he 
said.

Tarikul Islam, a resident 
physician at the burn 
institute, said Atahar had 
suffered 55 percent burns, 
Mukta 45 percent, Afsana 
25 percent, Altaf two 
percent, and Morjina five 
percent.

Among the five, Mukta, 
her husband Atahar, and 
their child Afsana are in 
critical condition.

The family’s village 
home is in the Galachipa 
upazila of Patuakhali. A 
week ago, Mukta, along 
with her husband and 
daughter, came to visit 
her father’s house in 
Jurain.

We want
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dormitories within a 
month.

“We demand allotment 
of seats for all students,” 
said a student wishing 
anonymity..

The students alleged that 
residents of the hall don’t 
get seat allotment even after 
staying in “gono rooms” for 
six to seven months.

They demanded 
immediate steps be taken 
to solve the seat crisis.

They also threatened to 
continue their sit-in if their 
demand was not met.

Previously, the 
students submitted a 
memorandum to the VC 
in this regard but to no 
avail, they said.

NHRC to probe
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into the issue, NHRC 
Chairman Dr Kamal Uddin 
Ahmed said following 
his visit to the hospital 
yesterday. “The staffers 
of this hospital -- even 
the Ansar members -- 
are reportedly involved 
in the syndicate. The 
syndicate spreads news 
that there is no bed vacant 
in the hospital and sends 
critically ill patients to 
private facilities,” he said.

During the visit, the 
chairman talked to the 
patients in different wards 
including the dengue wards.

Following the visit, 
he briefed the reporters. 
Prof Md Jahangir Alam, 
director of the hospital, 
and other officials were 
present during the briefing.

We see all
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thinking of any other 
alternative as there is 
still time in this regard,” 
Masroor said.

“Jatiya Party told the 
US ambassador that 
as we don’t like rallies 
and processions on the 
streets... we understand 
that a free and fair national 
election should be held 
in the country through 
dialogues,” he added.

Asked whether the US is 
imposing further sanctions 
on Bangladesh, Peter Haas 
said he does not have any 
such information as of 
now, Masroor said quoting 
Peter Haas.

Even cracked eggs
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have the white part leaking 
but the yolk remaining 
intact are being sold for Tk 
35 (earlier sold for Tk 20-
25), and those with more 
leaks come at a price of Tk 
30 (sold for Tk 15-20 a week 
ago), shared Alam.

Contacted, Jisan Ahmed, 
owner of Bismillah Traders, 
located at the largest egg 
depot in Bangladesh on 
Tejgaon Railway Station 
Road, said the workers have 
been instructed to carefully 
load and unload eggs 
from trucks now, as it has 
become a prized possession 
following the hike.

Hence, a smaller number 
of eggs get cracked in the 
process, leading to a short-
supply, he said.

Around 50,000 eggs 
usually come daily to the 
depot, 300-400 pieces of 
which get cracked during 
transportation.

“Following the price 
hike, the eggs are supplied 
every other day. Thus, the 
number of cracked eggs 
has come down to 100-150 
pieces per batch,” he added.

Wholesalers mend the 
cracked eggs with tape and 
sell them to a few retailers 
in the open market and 
small bakeries.

“We used to sell cracked 
eggs for Tk 12-20 per 
bundle of four, which is 
now being sold for Tk 20-
30,” he added.

Not concerned over  
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Bangladesh for several 
months, while many of 
whom have also met with 
CEC Kazi Habibul Awal.

The diplomats said they 
want Bangladeshis to be 
able to choose their leaders 
in a free and fair election. 
Credible elections are a must 
to ensure the effectiveness 
of the country’s democratic 
institutions, they said.

Meanwhile, Alamgir 
said it is not up to the EC 

to determine the election-
time government.

Asked whether the 
EC would come under 
scrutiny if all parties didn’t 
participate in the elections, 
Alamgir said elections were 
held in the past without all 
parties. 

“Not all parties will 
participate in the polls 
because there are issues 
with the party’s ability 
to participate in the 
elections,” he said. 

Government
FROM PAGE 5

for their own businesses, 
banking facilities, money 
laundering, and other 
purposes. Free media 
is not possible without 
democracy,” he added. 

Alleging that AL 
government has been 
regulating the country’s 
media strategically 
for almost one and a 
half decades, Fakhrul 
said, “Awami League 
government has complete 
control over the media. 
The government commits 
misdeeds, snatches away 
people’s rights, seizes 
the bare minimum of 
constitutional rights, and 
manipulates the media to 
hide these from the public.”

“To make their 
power permanent, AL 
government has amended 
the constitution and 
controls the parliament, 
electoral system, the 
administration, and most 
concerningly, controls the 
media,” he further said. 

Fakhrul also claimed 
that the international 
community has stated 
unequivocally that there is 
no democracy in Bangladesh 
and that no credible 
elections can be held under 
the AL government.

Little progress
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Risaldar Moslehuddin 
Khan.

The government had 
also made global appeals 
in bilateral, regional and 
international forums to 
track down the culprits. 
However, only two of the five 
could be traced -- Rashed 
Chowdhury in the US and 
Noor Chowdhury in Canada.

Contacted, Law 
Minister Anisul Huq said 
his ministry has already 
finalised the draft of a 
law for constituting a 
commission to identify the 
conspirators.

A bill on the law will be 
placed before the parliament 
if Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina approves it and then 
the commission will be 
formed, he said.

He, however, did not 
say how much time will be 
needed to pass the bill and 
to formulate the law.

Replying to a query, 
the law minister said the 
government is trying to 
bring Bangabandhu’s 
killers Rashed Chowdhury 
and Nur Chowdhury back 
to the country.

“We are trying to 
overcome the obstacles in 

bringing Nur Chowdhury 
from Canada and we are 
holding talks with the US to 
bring Rashed Chowdhury 
back. I will not say more 
than this at the moment,” 
he said.

The government 
could not find out the 
whereabouts of other three 
convicts -- Khandaker 
Abdur Rashid, Shariful 
Haque Dalim and 
Moslehuddin Khan -- 
despite a series of efforts 
made through diplomatic 
channels, intelligence and 
Interpol.

However, the Hasina-
led government has moved 
another step towards 
ensuring justice by executing 
convict Abdul Majed.

Abdul Majed, who had 
long been hiding abroad, 
was hanged on April 12, 
2020. 

Earlier, five other 
convicts -- Syed Farooq 
Rahman, Sultan Shahriar 
Rashid Khan, Bazlul Huda, 
AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed 
and Mohiuddin Ahmed -- 
were executed on January 
28, 2010. 

Another convict Aziz 
Pasha died in Zimbabwe in 
2001.

27 wholesalers fined
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areas and fined 27 egg 
wholesalers a total of Tk 
12.15 lakh.

Rab Executive 
Magistrate Mazharul Islam 
conducted the drive. 

Kaptan market holds 
significance in the 
country’s egg supply chain, 
serving as a hub for egg 
distribution from remote 
regions across the country, 
he said.

Many traders in these 
areas were engaging in 
the practice of buying and 

selling eggs without issuing 
proper receipts, which in 
turn was contributing to 
the rise of egg prices in 
the market, the executive 
magistrate added.

Egg prices rose 
substantially over the 
last week, among other 
essential commodities, 
piling further pressure on 
consumers.

Yesterday, retailers in 
Dhaka were selling a dozen 
brown eggs for Tk 160 to Tk 
170 while it was Tk 125 in 
the week before.

Recognise them
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communities do not lag 
behind and can enjoy 
special rights, which is 
absent here.”

“The state must be 
humane. If the state is not 
humane and democratic, it 
cannot ensure the rights of 
all its citizens,” said Sohrab 
Hossain, a senior journalist.

He called upon the 
youths to protest against 
such a state to press home 
their demands.

Sanjeeb Drong, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 

Adivasi Forum, presented 
a concept paper where he 
portrayed the long struggle 
of the indigenous people 
for their rights.

He also highlighted 
the state’s failure to 
ensure the basic rights 
of the indigenous people 
guaranteed by the 
constitution.

Presided over by NCIP 
Vice President Namita 
Chakma, several leaders 
of different indigenous 
communities also spoke at 
the event.

SI lands in 
jail over rape 
charges
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sent a police sub-inspector 
to jail after he surrendered 
to it in a case filed over the 
rape of a woman.

Judge Begum Mafroza 
Parvin of Women and 
Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal-8 
passed the order after 
rejecting SI Shariful Islam’s 
bail prayer.

On August 10, the 
tribunal issued an arrest 
warrant against him after 
accepting the probe report 
submitted by the CID.

According to the case 
statement, Shariful first met 
the woman at a programme 
in Dhaka in 2020.

Later, Shariful raped the 
woman after promising 
to marry her. When she 
became pregnant, the 
accused took her to a 
hospital and forced her to 
have an abortion.

Provide info on
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living in Canada and the 
US to stage demonstrations 
in front of the two killers’ 
residences.

The foreign minister 
emphasised writing more 
research-oriented books on 
the killing so that they can 
provide more documentary 
evidence.

His comments came a 
day before the National 
Mourning Day, which is 
being observed today. 

On this day in 1975, 
Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman along 
with most of his family 
members was brutally 
assassinated.

HC stays
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distorted a statement made 
by the VC and intentionally 
circulated it with 
misleading information 
to tarnish the university’s 
image.

Monowar refuted the 
allegations and claimed 
that he only reported the 
statement made by the VC 
during a programme.

Circulate anti-bullying
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of Viqarunnisa Noon 
School and College, in 
December 2018.

Aritry died by suicide 
after teachers insulted 
her parents in front of her 
because she had cheated 
in an exam, said family 
members and police.

The petition was filed by 
Supreme Court lawyer Md 
Tanvir Ahmed on August 
16, 2021 following a July 8, 
2021 report published by 
BBC Bangla regarding the 
death of an Ideal School and 
College student who was 
bullied by other students.

He developed eating 
disorders due to bullying, 
according to the report.

In response to the 
HC rule and directives 
at different times, the 
education ministry on May 
2 this year formulated the 

anti-bullying policy for 
educational institutions, 
with provisions that allow 
the filing of criminal 
cases against individuals 
responsible.

The ministry on June 29 
issued a gazette notification 
on the policy that contains 
the definitions of verbal 
and physical bullying along 
with cyberbullying, with 
a provision for punishing 
students, teachers, and 
members of the governing 
body for indulging in any 
form of aggressive behaviour 
that may have negative 
impacts on victims.

It also has provisions to 
form “bullying and ragging 
prevention committees” 
in all public and private 
secondary schools, 
colleges, universities, 
madrasas, and technical 
educational institutions.
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