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Help govt eliminate terrorism
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with whom they interact.
Hasina said Islam, the 

religion of peace, is getting 
a bad name because of 
the terrorism and militant 
activities of a few people all 
over the world.

“It is not acceptable to 
me that these terrorists 
will be known today by 
the name of Islam and 
the saddest thing is that 
a handful of people use 
our religion to carry out 
militant and terrorist 
activities,” she said.

Strongly condemning 
terrorism in the name of 
religion, she said terrorists 
use the cover of all religions.

“Terrorists are terrorists. 
They have no religion, they 
have no country. Terrorism 
is their religion,” she stated.

Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan, State 

Minister for Religious 
Affairs Md Faridul Haque 
Khan and Religious Affairs 
secretary Md A Hamid 
Zamaddar also spoke at the 
programme.

PHP Group Chairman 
Sufi Mohammed Mizanur 

Rahman, Bangladesh 
Qawmi Madrasa Board 
director general Maulana 
Ubaidur Rahman Khan 
Nadvi and Maulana 
Salahuddin Nanopuri 
Maulana from Chattogram 
also spoke at the occasion.

4 burnt in blast
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Resident surgeon of the 
burn institute Tariqul 
Islam said four people 
were admitted with burn 
injuries. Among them, 
Sabuj Khandokar suffered 
55 percent burn injuries, 
Md Rana 12 percent and 
Bithi 35 percent, he said, 
adding that their condition 
is critical.

“Another person named 
Rubel suffered minor 
burns,” the doctor added.

Confirming the incident, 
Fakhruddin Ahmed, 
deputy assistant director 
of Narayanganj fire service, 
said, “Both Titas gas lines 
and gas cylinders were 
found inside the damaged 
flat.”

“Initially, it is assumed 
that the explosion occurred 
due to accumulated 
gas inside the house. It 
can be confirmed after 
investigation,” he said.

“A wall on the west side 
of the flat collapsed and 
fell on an adjacent tin-shed 
house. Doors, windows, 
furniture and walls of three 
adjacent flats were also 
damaged due to the blast,” 
he said.

Anwar Hossain, resident 
of the adjacent tin-shed 
house, said, “I live with my 
elderly father. We were at 
work when the incident 
took place.”

Abul Kalam, a tenant of 
the sixth floor of Lakshmi 
Niwas, was injured in the 
blast when he was walking 
up the stairs. The other 
injured is also a tenant of 
the building.

10 hurt in Savar fire
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who is undergoing 
treatment at Sheikh Hasina 
National Institute of Burn 
and Plastic Surgery, said 
he was not home when the 
incident occurred.

“I heard a big bang 
around 8:00pm. When I 
rushed home, I saw several 
rooms including mine 
on fire. Later, six persons 
including my wife were 
rescued and taken to the 
burn institute,” he added.

The burn institute’s 
residential surgeon Dr 
Tariqul Islam said six 
burn patients have been 
admitted to the hospital.

Meanwhile, quoting 
locals and the injured, 
an official of Dhaka EPZ 
fire service office said the 
explosion happened when 
Jobeda returned home 
from work and lit her stove.

“We came to know that 
the gas leaked from the cap 
of the cylinder,” he said.

A recurring saga of monsoon
FROM PAGE 3

it difficult for vehicles to ply 
the streets.

Shajahan Khan, an 
employee of a private firm, 
waited for one and a half 
hours from 8:00am in 
Pallabi area for a bus to 
reach his office in Bangla 
Motor area.

Unable to find any public 
transportation, he rented 
an auto-rickshaw for Tk 
250 more than the usual 
fare, he told The Daily Star.

Rahmat Chowdhury, 
a banker by profession, 
went to Rampura from 
Sayedabad for his office.

After waiting for around 
30 minutes for public 

transportation, he finally 
boarded a bus. However, 
the bus broke down in the 
middle of his journey due 
to the waterlogged streets.

“I had to get off the bus 
and got drenched in the 
rain. Then, I hired an auto-
rickshaw in exchange for a 
hefty fare,” he added.

Monir Hossain waited 
at Moghbazar intersection 
in the morning to take 
his son to a school in the 
Segunbagicha area.

“I could only find a few 
public transports on the 
street. Those that were 
plying the streets were too 
crowded . Later I had to rent 
a rickshaw for Tk 120, double 

the usual fare,” Monir said.
All the commuters this 

correspondent talked to 
shared similar stories of 
monsoon misery.

Their struggle is likely 
to continue at least for the 
next three days as the rain 
might persist till August 16 
in some parts of Rajshahi, 
Khulna, Dhaka, Rangpur, 
Mymensingh, Barishal, 
Chattogram, and Sylhet 
divisions, said meteorologist 
Bazlur Rashid.

According to the 
Bangladesh Meteorological 
Department, the highest 
126 mm of rain  in 24 hours 
till yesterday was recorded 
at Rajarhat in Kurigram.

Drivers alone cannot be blamed
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ensure sufficient 
manpower at BRTA and 
traffic police on roads to 
prevent the mishaps.

He claimed the number 
of accidents declined in the 
country given the increase 
in number of vehicles 
and of roads, and rise in 
population compared to 
the past. 

He emphasised the 
need for raising awareness 
among drivers about road 
safety and accident.

Nur Mohammad 
Mazumder, chairman of 
BRTA, said many of the 
drivers cannot read, but 

most of them recognise 
road signs.

“Overloading, speeding, 
overtaking, overtime 
and overconfidence are 
the reasons behind road 
accidents,” he added.

Nur Mohammad also 
said BRTA is planning to 
launch a project to train 
three lakh new drivers.

Transport leaders 
also emphasised the 
need for identity cards, 
appointment letters 
and maintaining service 
books alongside ensuring 
adequate rest for drivers.

The discussion was 
moderated by Osman Ali, 

general secretary of the 
federation.

The event was also 
attended by Sayed Sultan 
Uddin Ahmed, senior 
specialist (workers’ 
activities) of International 
Labour Organisation; 
Shahabuddin Khan, 
deputy inspector general 
of police (highway); 
Rajekkuzzaman Ratan, 
president of Somajtantrik 
Sromik Front; Kazi Saifun 
Newaj, assistant professor 
of Accident Research 
Institute in Buet; and Dr 
Selim Chowdhury, director 
of Road Transport Injury 
Prevention of CIPRB.

Yunus seeks
FROM PAGE 3

On June 6, the labour 
court exempted Prof Yunus 
from personal appearance 
during the trial.

On September 9, 2021, 
SM Arifuzzaman, a labour 
inspector (general) of the 
Inspection for Factories 
and Establishments 
Department, filed the case 
with the court.

The court on October 
12, 2021 granted bail to the 
Nobel laureate and others 
accused in the case.

AL staged
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He alleged such drives 
are staged to show the 
West that militants can’t 
be controlled in the 
country without the AL 
government. 

Fakhrul also demanded 
elections under a neutral 
caretaker government, 
saying AL knows it won’t 
get even 10 percent of seats 
in fair polls. 

“This is the only reason 
they don’t want to listen to 
anything,” he added. 

Replying to the PM’s 
remarks that BNP has 
no foreign support, 
Fakhrul said, “It shows 
how frightened you have 
become.”

“Today there is a call from 
everywhere that elections 
must be fair,” he added.

BNP capitalises
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Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir is spreading 
confusions among 
influence people of other 
religions and indirectly 
threatening them, he said.

Not only the minority 
communities, Quader said, 
but hundreds of AL leaders 
and activists were the 
victims of BNP’s terrorism.

About 24,000 AL men 
were killed during the 
BNP-Jamaat regime while 
many AL leaders and 
activists are still living an 
inhuman life and carrying 
the marks of their wounds, 
he said.

Quader said not only 
the Hindu community, 
BNP had failed to provide 
minimum security to 
people too.

BNP’s politics has been 
running capitalising on 
religion and extremist 
communal forces, he said.

CSA too will muzzle 
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To this end, a citizen-friendly 
judicial inquiry commission 
should be set up, involving 
representatives of civil 
society (human rights 
activists and lawyers) and 
acquainted citizens in 
the field of information 
and communication 
technology to identify “false 
and fabricated” cases of 
DSA and release the jailed 
inmates as soon as possible, 
the platform demanded.

The proposed CSA 2023 
needs to be amended, 
modified, expanded and 

refined keeping in mind 
the cyber safety of the 
citizens of Bangladesh 
following sufficient 
dialogue and consultation 
with stakeholders. 

“Therefore, only 14 days 
is not enough time for 
citizens to give their opinion 
on such an important 
law and consequently, we 
demand that the proposed 
act should not be presented 
in Parliament in a rush,” 
concluded the platform.

The signatories of the 
statement include Ahamed 
Ullah from Bangladesh 

Manabadhiker Sangbadik 
Forum; Ahmed Swapan 
Mahmud from Voice; 
Khairuzzaman Kamal 
from South Asian Media 
Solidarity Network; Mainul 
Islam Khan, Md Saimum 
Reza Talukder and Rezaur 
Rahman Lenin, Shameen 
Ara Sheuli, media rights 
activists; Rezwan Islam 
from Global Voices; Saleem 
Samad, from FExB; Sayeed 
Ahmed and Sharmin Khan, 
human rights activists and 
Dr Syeda Aireen Jaman 
from PEN International 
Bangladesh.

30,000 books
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to see the library, especially 
the books, in such a 
desolate state,” he added.

Shottoha Tanjim 
Tripura, convenor of public 
libraries and a member 
of Parbatya Zila Parishad, 
said, “The flood situation 
has caused a lot of damage. 
The Zila Parishad has 
instructed the assistant 
librarian to list the 
damages. As soon as the 
situation improves, we will 
look into the matter.”

“We will also investigate 
whether the staff did their 
duty properly and tried to 
preserve the books or were 
negligent,” he added.

Tareque
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-- including Manikganj 
Press Club, Tareque 
Masud-Mishuk Muneir 
Memorial Parishad, Dhaka-
Manikganj-Paturia Rail 
Line Implementation 
Movement Committee -- 
paid tribute to Tareque and 
Mishuk with flowers.

After that, the human 
chain was formed 
demanding road safety 
and compensation for the 
victims’ families.

Senior lawyer 
Dipak Kumar Ghosh, 
Manikganj Press Club 
General Secretary Biplab 
Chakraborty, and Tarek 
Masud-Mishuk Muneir 
Memorial Parishad General 
Secretary Ripon Ansari, 
among others, spoke.
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