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Mirsarai on the highway.
Shamsuzzaman Sumon, 

port affairs secretary of 
Bangladesh Covered Van 
Truck Prime Mover Goods 
Carrier Owners Association, 
told The Daily Star, “Our 
drivers alleged that they 
were attacked by robbers 
in Baroawlia of Mirsarai, 
Kachpur-Bypass Kanchan 
Road, and Biswa Road-
Gazipur of Daudkandi.”

“We have already 
informed the matter to 
the highway police via an 
official letter,” he added.

This correspondent tried 
to contact Highway Cumilla 
Zone’s superintendent 
of police over phone for 
comment but he did not 
pick up.

Contacted, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police 
Nasim Khan, who also 
oversees Cumilla highway 
police, said, “I joined highway 
police four months ago and I 
am not fully aware about the 
robbery issue yet. I will talk 
to my subordinates about it.”

SYLHET BORDER

Saris, cosmetics 
worth Tk 4cr 
seized
UNB, Sylhet

Members of Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB) claimed 
to have recovered a huge 
amount of Indian saris and 
cosmetics worth Tk 4.10 
crore along the Jaintapur 
border in Sylhet on Friday 
night.

However, no one was 
detained in this connection.

On information, a team 
of BGB conducted a drive 
in the Sarighat area, said 
a press release of BGB-19 
yesterday.

The BGB men intercepted 
a Bangladesh-bound truck 
along the border. Sensing 
their presence, the driver 
fled away leaving the vehicle, 
it added.

Later, 3,772 saris and 38, 
514 cosmetic products were 
recovered from the truck.

The market price of the 
seized valuables is estimated 
at around Tk 4.10 crore, the 
release added.

WOMAN-DAUGHTER MURDER

Three brothers 
held in Bagerhat
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Police arrested three brothers in Bagerhat’s 
Sharankhola upazila early yesterday over their alleged 
involvement in the killings of a woman and her 
daughter the day before.

A 38-year-old woman, Papia Akhter, and her 
daughter Sauda Jeni, 5, were hacked to death by some 
miscreants at Uttar Rajapur village in the upazila 
around 7:00pm on Friday.

The arrestees -- Monir Howlader, 45, Neharul 
Howlader, 48, and Milan Howlader, 40 -- are from 
Paschim Rajapur village in the upazila, said police.

They were produced before a Bagerhat court 
yesterday, said KM Ariful Haque, superintendent of 
police in the district.

Earlier, Al-Amin Khalifa, brother of Papia Akter, 
filed a murder case with Sharankhola Police Station 
naming seven people, including the three arrestees 
and four unidentified persons.

The complainant in the case brought murder 
charges against Monir, while others were made 
accused of aiding and abetting the crime, said the 
police official.

Contacted, Papia’s younger sister Sumi Akhter said 
Monir used to stalk Papia. He also threatened to kill 
her if she did not accept his “illicit proposal”.

Besides, Papia’s husband Abu Zafar Hawladar was 
also accused in the case as she had a feud with him, 
said the SP. 

Efforts are on to arrest the other accused, he added. 
Zafar has been on the run since the incident, he said.

One dies of Covid, 
12 get infected
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh reported one more Covid-19-related death 
and 12 new cases in the last 24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

With the new numbers, the country’s total 
fatalities rose to 29,476 and caseload to 2,044,969, 
according to the Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS).

The daily case test positivity rate dropped to 1.87 
percent from Friday’s 1.88 percent as 641 samples were 
tested during this period.

The recovery rate rose to 98.39 percent. However, 
the death rate remained unchanged at 1.44 percent.

Bangladesh recorded its highest daily caseload 
of 16,230 on July 28 in 2021 and highest number of 
fatalities of 264 on August 10 the same year.

Polls as per 
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About the upcoming BRICS 
conference, Momen said 
the organisers have invited 
Bangladesh. “It seems that 
the prime minister will go 
there,” he added.

The foreign minister 
said even if BRICS does not 
include new countries this 
year, there will be meetings 
with the heads of state of 
many countries, and there 
will be an opportunity to 
discuss various issues there.

Dhaka seeks
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access to technologies 
globally, and has 
sought support of the 
international community 
towards this end, he said.

“We need cooperation 
and collaboration of all if 
we want to prosper. That’s 
what we told our foreign 
friends and development 
partners,” Shamsul Arefin 
said.

He said they discussed 
cyber security, quality 
service, exchange of 
expertise and technologies.

Private and public sectors 
-- all need to work together 
in this regard, he said.

Diplomats from various 
foreign missions in Dhaka, 
including from the US, 
China, Japan, Singapore, 
Maldives and development 
agencies such as World 
Bank, and the UN bodies 
were present at the meeting.

Bird strikes 
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phase of take-off, two 
wheels also melted, sources 
at the Dhaka airport said.

Aviation experts said 
bird strikes, especially 
during take-offs and 
landings, are dangerous 
as jet engines lose thrust. 
This may lead to major 
accidents, they added. 

In December last year, 
a Dreamliner aircraft of 
Biman was damaged when 
a bird hit the engine of the 
plane during landing at the 
Dhaka airport.

Officials of different 
airlines said bird strikes 
have become all too 
common at Dhaka airport. 

Airlines are enduring 
huge financial losses 
because of it, in and around 
the airfield, they added.
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Slum dwellers residing in the capital’s Agargaon area use this makeshift bamboo bridge over the Kalyanpur 
canal to cross over to the 60 Feet Road. However, due to the structure, waste continues to accumulate 
underneath it, choking the waterbody. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Once a place of hope
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without treatment 
after having to wait for 
hours in the outpatient 
department. 

“Patients are getting 
X-rays done from elsewhere 
as the machine in the 
hospital is malfunctioning,” 
said medical technologist 
Birendra Chandra. 

The negligence, 
misbehaviour, and poor 
treatment by some nurses 
and staff is appalling, said 
Abdul Motalib of Rajanagar 

upazila. 
“We don’t really want to 

come here until we run out 
of options,” he added.

Residential Medical 
Officer Dr Ahmad Faisal 
Zaman said, “If the vacant 
doctor posts are filled, 
we can enhance our 
outpatient services.”

“Some special tests 
cannot be performed due 
to the lack of reagents and 
budget. We have informed 
the matter to the higher 
authorities,” he added.

Acknowledging the 
issues, Dr Binendu 
Bhowmick, acting 
superintendent of the 
hospital, said, “We are 
doing our best to improve 
the hospital. However, 
the shortage of staff, 
doctors, and equipment 
is not just adding to the 
patients’ suffering, but also 
burdening us with work.” 

“I hope the authorities 
will address the issue soon 
and take necessary steps,” 
he added.

Often times, 
patients have 
to return 
home without 
treatment after 
having to wait 
for hours in 
the outpatient 
department.
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