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PMO signs APAs 
with 7 agencies
UNB, Dhaka

The Prime Minister’s Office has signed the Annual 
Performance Agreements with its seven agencies and 
departments for 2023-24 fiscal year to implement their 
respective result-based working plans with efficiency and 
accountability.

The APAs were inked at the PMO at an event on 
Thursday, said a press release yesterday.

The seven agencies are Bangladesh Investment 
Development Authority (BIDA), Bangladesh Economic Zones 
Authority (BEZA), Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA), National Skill Development Authority 
(NSDA), Public Private Partnership Authority (PPPA), the 
NGO Affairs Bureau (NGOAB), and Ashrayan-2 Project.

Ramsagar Express 
to resume service 
on August 29
BSS, Gaibandha

Ramsagar Express train is set to be relaunched on 
Bonarpara-Dinajpur route on August 29.

According to sources, the train, which was introduced 
in 2010, will depart from Bonarpara Rail Junction at 
6:30am and reach Dinajpur Railway Station at 11:40am. 
Later, it would depart from Dinajpur at 3:50pm and reach 
Bonarpara at 9:15pm.

Earlier, as the train journeyed to Dinajpur via Gaibandha, 
Kaunia, and Rangpur in the morning, it had become a 
popular mode of commute for office goers in Gaibandha, 
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, and Rangpur.

Two prisoners 
die in Kushtia
UNB, Kushtia

Two inmates of Kushtia 
District Jail died at 
Kushtia General Hospital 
while undergoing 
treatment, jail authorities 
said yesterday.

The deceased are Ajmal 
Pramanik, 60, of Daulatpur 
upazila, and Abul Kalam, 
40, of Thanapara area of 
the district. 

Pramanik died at 
1:10am while Kalam 
around 6:30am. Both were 
taken to the hospital after 
they fell ill on Thursday 
night and in the early 
hours yesterday, said Tapas 
Kumar Sarkar, resident 
medical officer of Kushtia 
General Hospital.

Kushtia District Jail 
Superintendent Abdul 
Bareque claimed the two 
died of cardiac arrest.

Pramanik was serving 
a 30-year jail term in a 
murder case. He had been 
in custody for almost a 
year. Meanwhile, Kalam 
was sentenced to three 
months in jail in a narcotics 
case.

The jail superintendent 
said the bodies will be 
handed over to the families 
after an autopsy.

Challenges mount for manpower office
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From 2005 till July 2023, 
a total of 2,12,200 from 
Moulvibazar district and 
2,23,628 workers from 
Habiganj went abroad 
legally, the office sources 
said.

Initially, the office was 
run through a project. 
It went into official 
operation in 2001 upon 
completion of the project. 
There are five official posts 
in the office: one assistant 
director, two manpower 
survey officers, one senior 
assistant/accountant and 

one office assistant. Of 
the five posts, those of 
manpower survey officer 
and senior assistant are 
vacant at present.

Mohammad Mosharraf 
Hossain, deputy assistant 
director of Sylhet office, 
is presently in charge of 
the Moulvibazar office as 
acting assistant director 
and has long been working 
with additional duties.

Officials said that due 
to staff shortage, the usual 
pace of activities at the 
office is disrupted and it 
becomes difficult to provide 

uninterrupted service. To 
expedite the functioning, 
two computer operators 
have been hired through 
outsourcing, who do the 
job of data registration and 
fingerprinting.

However, people seeking 
services at the office often 
have to suffer. Due to server 
issues, often all activities 
come to a standstill. 
Sometimes, registration 
and fingerprinting are not 
possible on the same day 
and they have to come to 
the office again on different 
days.

Over the past two weeks, 
many who came to register 
and give fingerprints have 
been turned away due to 
server problems. On July 
2, at least 400 people 
gave their fingerprints. It 
becomes difficult to handle 
so many people at once 
with a lack of manpower, 
the officials said.

Higher authorities 
have been informed in 
this regard several times 
through letters and were 
urged for steps to resolve 
the problem of manpower 
shortage, the officials also 

added. 
Confirming the issues, 

Mosharraf Hossain 
said many people from 
Moulvibazar and Habiganj 
are either working abroad 
or seeking overseas 
employment.

However, he said that 
due to a shortage of 
workforce, server issues, 
and power outages, the 
office is unable to provide 
services efficiently.

The office requires at 
least eight officials and 
employees for smooth 
functioning, he added.
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In midst of nature’s canvas, farmers carefully sow Aman paddy as monsoon rains bless their land. Serenity embraces the village as water-
draped fields reflect the cloudy skies. This photo was taken at Khudir Bot Tola in Khulna’s Rupsha upazila yesterday.
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