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College admission 
underway
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The first phase of the admission process for class-
XI, for the 2023-24 academic session, started 
yesterday and will continue until August 20.

Students can choose a minimum of five and a 
maximum of 10 colleges for admission, according 
to the admission policy for enrolling in class-XI.

The policy states that the admission process 
will be conducted in three phases. In the first 
phase, students have until August 20 to apply, 
and the results will be published on September 5. 
During the second and third phase, students can 
apply from September 12 to 14 and September 20 
to 21, respectively.

Students who have passed the SSC or 
equivalent exams from any education board or 
open university, in the years 2021, 2022, and 2023, 
are eligible for admission.

Seven of nine unions in the upazila 
-- including Dacope, Banishanta, 

and Bajua -- are mostly affected by 
river erosion. The situation is most 

dire in Sutarkhali, Kamarkhola, 
Tildanga, and Pankhali unions. 

Over one lakh people residing in the 
aforementioned unions have fallen 

prey to erosion over the past decade. 
The erosion and cyclones have 

forcibly displaced around 20,000 
people during this period.

MONSUR ALI KHAN, Dacope upazila chairman 

EROSION IN KHULNA’S DACOPE UPAZILA

Of displaced people 
and lost arable land

Embankments stretching 153km remain 
unrepaired for last 6 decades

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

In the 1960s, a series of embankments 
stretching 153 kilometres were 
constructed in Khulna’s Dacope 
upazila to protect the region from 
flooding and erosion.

However, these embankments 
have remained unrepaired over the 
last six decades, leading to recurring 
stories of lost homesteads and arable 
lands.

According to locals, cyclones Sidr 
in 2007 and Aila in 2009 caused 
severe damage to the embankments, 
further weakening their already 

vulnerable state.
Additionally, seven rivers -- the 

Shibsa, Pasur, Dhakai, Bhadra, 
Manga, Jhapjhapia, and Chunkuri 
-- flowing through the upazila have 
suffered due to unplanned and 
faulty construction of sluice gates. 

These actions have further 
deteriorated the embankments’ 
conditions. 

Meanwhile, some locals have 
resorted to cutting through the 
embankments to create shrimp 
enclosures, resulting in the loss of 
crucial protective barriers and the 
diversion of water for personal gain. 

Presently, the extent of damage is 
evident, with breaches in  at least 30 
points of the embankment within a 
15km stretch of the overall length.

As a result, seven of nine unions 
in the upazila -- including Dacope, 
Banishanta, and Bajua -- are mostly 
affected by river erosion. The 
situation is most dire in Sutarkhali, 
Kamarkhola, Tildanga, and Pankhali 
unions.

Over one lakh people residing 
in the aforementioned unions have 
fallen prey to erosion over the past 
decade. The erosion and cyclones 
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Around 20,000 people hailing from Khulna’s Dacope upazila lose their homesteads and croplands to erosion as embankments constructed around 60 years ago remain 
unrepaired. While locals tried their best to salvage whatever they had by deploying geobags, the rising water levels following persistent rains kept damaging the banks. The 
photos were taken recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

JU to create three 
new positions
JU CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar University authorities 
will create Emeritus Professor, 

Supernumerary Professor and 
Bangabandhu Chair positions.

The decision came at a 
syndicate meeting held yesterday, 
Prof Laek Sazzad Andalla, 

syndicate member and teacher 
of the university’s mathematics 

department, told The Daily Star.
According to JU sources, the university 

authorities have not taken such a move in the last 
52 years. 

Meanwhile, some students of the university 
staged a rally on campus, urging the 
administration not to place any controversial 
person in those positions.


