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‘People at the 
heart of our 
relations’
Pranay Verma on 
Dhaka, Delhi ties

DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Stressing that people-
to-people contacts are 
at the heart of India-
Bangladesh relationship, 
Indian High Commissioner 
Pranay Verma yesterday 
reiterated India’s 
commitment to bolstering 
cultural exchanges and 
development partnerships 
between the two countries.

The Indian envoy said 
this during his visit to 
the shrine in Shridham 
Orakandi in Gopalganj 
where he interacted 
with members of Matua 
community and offered 
prayers.

Earlier, he visited 
Tungipara and paid his 
tributes to the Father of the 
Nation.

He laid a floral wreath 
at the mausoleum of 
Bangabandhu.

The vision and ideals 
of Bangabandhu will 
continue to guide and 
inspire the strong bonds of 
friendship between India 
and Bangladesh, he said.

In honouring the legacy 
of Bangabandhu, the two 
nations are also reminded 
of their shared sacrifices 
made in the Liberation War 
that continue to forge the 
foundation for their special 
relationship.

Four more youths 
surrender to return 
to normal life
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abu Sattar (not his real name), influenced by a 
teacher in Narayanganj, left his home for a so-called 
Hijrat in 2022 in the hills, along with 12 youths.

Realising his mistake, the 16-year-old tried to 
return to normal life but was captured. Eventually, 
in early March, he and several others, managed 
to break free from the new militant outfit called 
“Jamatul Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya”.

The group had alleged connections with Kuki-
Chin National Front (KNF) and operated training 
camps in the hills.

On Tuesday night, four individuals -- including 
Sattar -- surrendered before Rab, said Commander 
Khandaker Al Moin, Rab legal and media wing 
director, at a press conference yesterday.

Moin said eight youths had gone missing from 
Cumilla on August 23 last year. Following this, 
their families filed a general report with Kotwali 
Police Station.

Rab initiated operations to locate the missing 
youths and came across information regarding 
Sharqiya. Rab detained the youths, aged between 16 
and 26, after verifying their names with the list of 
55 missing youths, said the Rab official.

Khandaker Al Moin further said they had 
become involved with the new militant outfit 
through friends, relatives, or acquaintances at 
different times.

After arriving in the hilly regions, they were 
exposed to armed training and other activities in 
collaboration with KNF.

In June 2022, they were detained by KNF 
members while attempting to reach an army camp 
after escaping Sippi Hill in Roni Para. Subsequently, 
they were taken back to the militant camp.

When Rab operations began, the youths 
seized the opportunity and separated from other 
members, eventually fleeing to the plainland in 
March. 

Out of the 55 youths, 48 have been detained 
following their surrender. However, seven youths 
were still missing.

Rain, high tide worsen 
waterlogging

Barishal students form human chain in protest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Persistent rainfall over the last five days, 
coupled with rising waters during high tide, 
crippled much of Barishal city and adjoining 
areas with waterlogging, disrupting daily life 
of inhabitants.

Roads and houses in the low-lying areas 
under Barishal City Corporation -- including 
Rupatali, Bottola, College Row, College 
Avenue, Baidyapara, Sagardi, Banglabazar, 
and Palashpur -- have been submerged 
under water, causing immense 
sufferings to people.

Due to waterlogging, many 
educational institutions in 
the low-lying areas of the 
city and Sadar upazila had to 
close their institutions.

G o v e r n m e n t 
Brojomohun College has 
been disconnected due 
to waterlogging. Academic 
activities in the college have been 
disrupted, as the campus is under 
water, said students who are living in 
college dormitories.

Students of different departments from 
the college yesterday formed a human chain 
at the city’s Jibanananda Das amphitheatre, 
demanding that authorities concerned 
take effective measures to solve the city’s 
waterlogging problem.

“Just a little rain causes unbearable 
waterlogging in the whole campus due to 
the non-functioning drainage system. All 
students, teachers and employees of the 
college are constantly facing problems,” said 
Bijan Sikder, a student.

“If anyone wants to go from one 
department to another, they would have to 
walk through knee-deep water,” he added.

The Oxford Mission Secondary School 
of the city announced closure due to 
waterlogging, school authorities confirmed.

Also, classes have been disrupted in a 
number of primary schools of Veduria, 
Charbaria, and Chandramohan of Sadar 
upazila, said Sadar Upazila Primary Education 
Officer Md Faisal Jamil.

“Several school campuses are waterlogged, 
while some even have the classrooms inundated 
in Sadar upazila. We are yet to know the exact 

number of schools affected,” the official said.
“There were once 24 canals in Barishal city. 

But now, there are no more than three. As a 
consequence, the city becomes waterlogged 
even with a little rain,” said Manobendra 
Batabyal, a resident.

Bashir Ahmed, officer in the Meteorological 
Office in Barishal, said a total 316.02 
millimetres of rain has been recorded in the 
city from August 5-9.

Swapan Kumar Das, administrative 
officer of Barishal City Corporation, said 
additional staffers are working to get rid of 
the waterlogging.

Students of Government Brojomohun College form a human chain protesting 
waterlogging. Persistent rainfall over the last five days, coupled with rising 
waters during high tide, crippled much of Barishal city and adjoining areas 
with waterlogging, disrupting daily lives. The photos were taken yesterday.
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