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‘Waterlogging Kkilled
my granddaughter’

Death of college student leaves family in despair

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Nipa’s life was never easy. At the age of
eight, she was abandoned by both her
parents, who went into hiding to avoid
having to repay their increasing debts,
leaving her and her baby sisters behind.

They were raised by her grandparents.

To make matters worse, Nipa Palit was
diagnosed with epilepsy (a
brain disorder characterised
by repeated seizures. After
a seizure, the person may
remain  unconscious for
several minutes).

But she didn’t give up. She
dreamt of taking over her

Hathazari Police Station.
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“Nipa’s parents

sisters’ and grandmother’s raised her as my daughter and

responsibilities after fulfilled all of her demands

completing  her  college like a father,” said the 75-year-

education, graduating from Nipa Palit old.

a reputable university and “My granddaughter’s

landing a well-paying position. dream was to finish her graduation and
But the waterlogged roads of supporthertwo younger sisters,” he added.

Chattogram have swept away her dreams,
as she drowned near her home at Nandir
Hat Badamtoli area in Chattogram’s
Hathazari upazila on Monday.

She was wading through waist-deep
water on her way to college to sit for
an exam. By the time some students of

became unconscious
through waist-length water.”

Prethindra shines
against all odds

Youth from remote Khagrachhari
village finds BCS success

Prethindra Chakma with his parents. PHOTO: STAR

LALTANLIAN PANGKHUA

A youth from a remote village in Khagrachhari has become
a beacon of inspiration for his community after being
recommended for appointment in the administrative cadre
of the 41st Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) examination results
published recently.

En route to fulfilling his aspiration, Prethindra Chakma, 28,
triumphed over language barriers and financial constraints.

Recently, he spoke with The Daily Star and shared his
journey.

“Fach of us have our own story. Just as a barren land
becomes fertile with a drop of rain, success in life is a result of
many different factors,” he said.

Growing up in remote Chittaranjan Karbari Para, a small village
with limited resources, Prethindra struggled to learn lessons at
school due to a language barrier, as his mothertongue is Chakma.
It was difficult for him to comprehend lessons taught in Bangla.
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Chittagong University living in the area
noticed her and rushed to rescue, it was
too late, said Sohel Rana, sub-inspector of

Her family suspect that she could not
save herself as she was epileptic.

Palit, was a student of second year BBS at
Hathazari Government College and was
the eldest of three sisters.
her
yesterday, this correspondent
observed that Badal Palit,
grandfather,
mourning his granddaughter.

hiding when she was 8. I

Nirubala Palit, Nipa’s grandmother, said,
“Waterlogging killed my granddaughter.
We came to know from locals that she
while

Umme Habiba, a friend of Nipa, told The
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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INT’L DAY OF THE WORLD’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

26 years of unkept
promises

Say speakers on CHT peace accord, urge youths
to play active role in its implementation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

“The youth can compel authorities to fully
implement the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace
Accord by waging a strong movement,” said

Jyotirindra  Bodhipriya Larma, Parbatya
Chattogram Jana Sanghati Samity Chairman,
yesterday.

Better known as Santu Larma, he made
the remarks at a national seminar titled “The
Role of Youths in Establishing Land Rights,
Self-determination, and State Responsibility”,
organised by International Indigenous Day
Celebration Committee 2023, at the CIRDAP
auditorium in the capital.

Though years have passed since the treaty
was signed, its full implementation is still a
myth, he added.

“The youth, driven by political ideology and
principles, must step forward to accelerate
the movement, pressuring the government
to fully implement the treaty to ensure their

fundamental rights,” he asserted.

He also urged the youth to understand
the existing power dynamics and prevailing
inequalities within the state and stressed
the importance of tailoring the movement
in accordance with new political and social
dynamics.

“We won’t succeed if the younger generations
fail to develop a deep knowledge of the existing
power dynamics,” said Larma.

Emphasising the necessity of launching a
united movement similar to the one that led
to the accord’s signing, the leader directed the
youth to spearhead the movement.

Shamsul Huda, executive director of
Association for Land Reform and Development,
highlighted the ruling party’s failure to fully
implement the accord, despite promising it in
their 2008 election manifesto.

Indicating that indigenous communities are
the biggest victims of the state’s suppression,
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DRIZZLE DELIGHTS... Sheltering themselves from rain with a cotton scarf, a mother and her son share a moment joy on their way back home.
The photo was taken recently in Barishal city’s Nazir Mohalla.

PHOTO: TITU DAS

ATTACK ON FEMALE
FOOTBALLERS

Three accused
sent to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court yesterday cancelled bail of three
accused in a case over the attack on female
footballers in Batiaghata wupazila of Khulna
district.

The court also sent them to jail.

Khulna Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate
Md Hadiuzzaman passed the order when three
accused -- Salauddin, his mother Ranji Begum
and sister Nupur -- appeared before the court.

The court observed that the three accused
who secured bail in the attempt to murder case
had violated all the conditions of their bail. They
threatened the case’s complainant and captain
of the football team Sadia Nasrin and other
footballers to burn their bodies with acid if the
case was not withdrawn and this was proved by the
police investigation.

The order to cancel the bail was passed to
ensure the safety of the complainant and other
footballers.

Earlier, on July 29, 2023, Noor Alam Khan and
his family members verbally abused and beat up
four women footballers for wearing shorts at
Tetultala village in Batiaghata upazila during their
regular practice session.
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After independence, we
envisioned a democratic
and discrimination-free

state, but what we have
instead is a severely
discriminatory and
undemocratic one.

SHAMSUL HUDA
ALRD executive director
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