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CHAKIRPASA BEEL

Remove illegal 
structures in 
2 months: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
imposed an injunction on 
leasing out Chakirpasa 
Beel in Rajarhat upazila 
of Kurigram, asking the 
authorities to remove all 
illegal structures from 
the waterbody within two 
months.

A bench consisting of 
Justice KM Kamrul Qader 
and Mohammed Showkat 
Ali Chowdhury came up 
with the ruling in response 
to a petition filed by 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (Bela) 
recently.

In the ruling, the court 
instructed the divisional 
commissioner of Rangpur 
and deputy commissioner 
of Kurigram not to lease 
out the beel, and asked the 
superintendent of police 
in Kurigram and UNO of 
Rajarhat to dismantle all 
the illegal structures from 
the waterbody within two 
months.

Chairpasa Beel locally 
known as branch river ends 
up in Teesta River. The beel 
has been shown as a pond 
and leased out to a non-
fishing association.

The court also 
instructed the divisional 
commissioner and DC to 
submit a report on what 
steps they have taken in 
this regard.

A father carries his son to school on his back while the boy holds an umbrella to protect them from the incessant rain. Continuous rainfall 
over 48 hours led to Barishal city being waterlogged, disrupting city lives. The photos were taken yesterday morning. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Barishal struggles 
with waterlogging

Low-lying areas get submerged in city following rain
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Persistent rainfall for 48 hours till yesterday 
noon, coupled with rising waters during 
high tide, crippled much of Barishal city 
with waterlogging, disrupting daily life of 
inhabitants.

Roads and houses in the low-lying areas 
under Barishal City Corporation -- including 
Rupatali, Bottola, College Row, College 
Avenue, Baidyapara, Sagardi, and Palashpur -- 
have been submerged under two to four feet of 
water, causing immense sufferings to people.

The city’s busiest main road, Sadar Road, 
was inundated with at least two feet of water 
for two days since Sunday.

People living in slums in the city’s low-
lying areas, including Palashpur and Stadium 
Slum areas, were unable to cook food due to 
water entering their houses.

Bithi, a resident of Stadium Slum area, 
said the slum dwellers had to eat dry food 
without being able to cook as their houses are 
submerged.

Most of the small traders of the city could 
not work on the streets due to incessant rain.

Students were seen returning home wet 
from school.

Swapon Kumar Das, administrative officer 
of Barishal City Corporation, said the city 
corporation workers were working in the 
waterlogged areas, but very little work has 
been done due to heavy rain.

“Earlier, water used to submerge the 
streets, now water is entering our homes,” 
said Faiz Belal, an entrepreneur from the 
Alekanda area of the city.

Bashir Ahmed, senior observer at Barishal 
Meteorological Office, said the city saw a total 
149.6mm of rain over the last 24 hours till 
yesterday noon.

Meanwhile, several voluntary organisations, 
including BD Clean, have been carrying out 
clean up works in different canals in Barishal 
city to prevent waterlogging. 

Masudur Rahman of BD Clean said they 
have cleaned the canal in Chowmatha area of 
the city so that the water can recede quickly.

BANGABAZAR FIRE

Work for new 
building likely 
to start Sept
DIPAN NANDY

Dhaka South City Corporation has initiated a 
project to construct Bangabazar Paikari Nagar 
Biponi Bitan, a 10-storey shopping complex, at 
the place of Bangabazar complex, which was 
destroyed by fire.

The new market building will have 3,042 shops.
According to DSCC sources, Mayor Sheikh Fazle 

Noor approved the new design yesterday. He also 
gave some directives and asked for amendments in 
the proposed design. 

The tendering process will commence this 
month while the authorities hope to undertake 
physical works by September. 

“We are working on the design. As soon as it 
is finalised, we will start the tendering process. 
Construction works will begin after the tender is 
allotted,” said DSCC Spokesperson Abu Naser.
THE NEW DESIGN 
According to Bangabazar Shop Owners 
Association sources, the building will be built on 
the 106.28-katha land, where fire engulfed the 
four markets. 

The new complex will have basement parking 
which will accommodate 196 cars and 80 
motorbikes, and a total of 22 eateries on different 
floors. 

A total of 384 shops will be constructed on the 
ground floor, while the first and second floors will 
have 366 and 397 shops, respectively. 

There will be 774 shops each on the third and 
fifth floors while the fourth and sixth floors will 
have 404 shops each.  

The seventh floor will accommodate 313 shops. 
Of the 3,020 common shops, 918 will be allotted 

to traders of hawkers’ market in Bangbazar 
Complex, 829 to Gulistan hawkers’ market, 572 
to Mahanagar hawkers’ market, and 701 shops to 
Adarsh hawkers’ market. 

The new building will have 81 more shops than 
the destroyed Bangabazar shopping complex. 
Each shop will have an area of 80-100 square feet. 

Additionally, the eighth floor will accommodate 
an office for the shop owner’s association, and 
working stations for staff and security personnel.  
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Three held 
with 240kg 
of cannabis
They were using 
home ministry’s 
stickers on vehicles

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

Three members of a group 
that were using the home 
ministry’s stickers on their 
vehicles to peddle drugs 
were arrested in Shingra 
upazila, Natore yesterday.

The Department of 
Narcotics Control in 
Rajshahi also seized the 
vehicles and recovered 
240kg of cannabis, said 
Fazlur Rahman, additional 
director of DNC, during a 
press conference at its city 
office.

The arrestees are 
Hossain Ahmed, 23, Nur 
Alim Sarker Milon, 37, and 
Mominul Islam, 36.

Hossain from Kurigram 
had been arrested in May 
with 110kg of cannabis. He 
returned to drug peddling 
26 days after he was freed 
on bail.

Fazlur said Nur Alim 
from the district town 
used to lead the group. He 
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A moderate to 
strong monsoon 

is active over 
Bangladesh and 
the North Bay, 
causing heavy 

rainfall and 
high waves with 
strong winds at 

the sea.

Inclement weather 
frustrates hilsa fishers

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

It should have been a busy, festive 
time for the fishers in Cox’s Bazar 
after the 65-day ban on fishing.

However, two weeks after the ban 
was lifted, they are still forced to sit 
idle as rough weather is preventing 
them from going out to the sea to 
catch fish -- the only occupation 
they know to earn their living.

They say they are unemployed 
for nearly three months as, prior 

to the ban, rough weather caused 
by cyclone Mocha prevented them 
from fishing for days.

Md Badrudduzza, manager of 
Cox’s Bazar Fish Landing Station 
and Wholesale Market, said only 
2.76 tonnes of hilsa were caught 
since the ban was lifted on July 23 
whilst the amount was 154 tonnes 
during the same period last year.

The hilsa trawlers could not go 
into the deep sea due to high waves, 
he said.

“Among 5,000 fishing trawlers 
of Cox’s Bazar, 3,000 are capable of 
catching hilsa fish. Last year, 8,100 
tonnes of marine fish, including 
3,975 tonnes of hilsa, were brought 
at Cox’s Bazar Fish Landing Station,” 
he added.

“We expect that the monsoon 
would bring luck for us in the 
coming days,” said Badrudduzza.

Nurul Absar, a fisherman living 
in Samitypara in Cox’s Bazar, said, 
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