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BAUFAL HEALTH COMPLEX
Crumbling buildings
put lives at risk

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Patuakhali’s Baufal Upazila Health Complex is in a terrible
shape due to the dilapidated four two-storey buildings of
the compley, along with a lack of specialised physicians.

The risks are evident at the complex buildings with
falling plaster, stuck-out rods from beams, and cracks
on the ceiling. Meanwhile, employees have resorted to
wearing helmets while on duty, fearing that debris from
the ceiling could fall and cause injuries.

The roof leaks during rains while beds at the complex
get wet, causing immense suffering to patients.

According to a source from the health complex, four
buildings -- including three residential ones for doctors,
nurses and other staffers -- were constructed in 1975.

And all these buildings are in a terrible state as those
have not been repaired since then.

Although the number of beds at the complex was
increased from 31 to 50 by constructing another three-
storey building in 2013, it didn’t improve the situation of
the complex much.

The lack of space in the new building forced 31 beds to
remain in the old one, leading to crowded conditions and
further causing the building’s deterioration.

The scarcity of specialised doctors is also concerning
and worsens the complex’s state, and as a result important
surgeries can’t often take place there, according to
hospital sources.

They said obstetric surgery has been suspended
at the complex for the absence of gynaecologists and
anaesthetists, rendering the surgical equipment unusable
over time.

The maternity surgery room has also been closed for
almost five years because there aren’t enough doctors.

Sources from the Upazila Health Complex said there
are 22 positions for doctors in this 50-bed health centre,
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200-year-old pond being
flilled up to widen road

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh \

A 200-year-old pond of Mymensingh
Laboratory High School is being
filled up with debris from a road
widening project in Judge’s Court
area of Mymensingh city.

Mahbubur Rahman, who owns
a roadside tea stall, said he first
noticed debris from construction
work on an adjacent road being
dumped beside the pond since
Iriday morning. He later informed
the school’s headteacher about it.

Meanwhile, the dumping has
continued, local people said.

Md Saiful Islam, headteacher

BARISHAL UNIVERSITY
12 injured in
BCL infighting

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

At least 12 students of Sher-e-Bangla Hall of
Barishal University were injured in a clash between
two factions of Chhatra League activists over

Four two-storey buildings of Baufal Upazila

Health Complex in Patuakhali remain dilapidated
for years due to a lack of repairs. The plaster
falling off the ceiling has compelled the staff to
wear helmets while on duty to save themselves
from accidents. Meanwhile, rainwater enters the
hospital through cracked walls, adding to the
menace. A shortage of specialised physicians
further exacerbates the patients’ suffering.
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establishing supremacy in the dormitory early
yesterday.

Barishal University VC Prof Md Sadequl Arefin
said three injured students are currently receiving
treatment at Sher-e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital.

Zosinta, a senior staff nurse, told this
correspondent that seven students were admitted
to the hospital with injuries, but they left the
hospital without taking discharge orders.

Students said the BCL factions -- “followers” of
Barishal City Corporation mayor Serniabat Sadik
Abdullah and “supporters” of State Minister for
Water Resources Zaheed Farooque -- are feuding
for years.

There is no BCL committee at the university,
they added.

The students said followers of the former BCC
mayor couldn’t stay at the hall for a long time
as the state minister’s followers allegedly have a
strong hold over the dormitory.

They said the clash took place after the ex-
mayor’s followers tried to take control of the
dormitory on Saturday night.

Witnesses said a group of 30-55 people, wearing
masks and helmets, entered Sher-e-Bangla Hall
around 11:00pm and started to search for their
opponents on the fourth and fifth floors of the hall.

The attackers hit the rival group with sticks and
iron rods injuring at least 12 students.
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(acting) of the school, said they
were not informed in this regard.
“After hearing about the matter,
we protested against it and
sought necessary action from the
authorities concerned,” he said.

“No roadside structure in the city
has been evicted yet for widening
the road. But why debris is being

dumped in the pond? The pond must
be preserved for better environment
of the city,” he demanded.

Freedom fighter and former
headteacher of the school Md Abul
Kashem said the pond of the school
is a great source of water for adjacent
Mymensingh Fire Service and Civil
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Defense unit.

During any fire incident in the
city and its suburbs, the firemen
collect water from this pond, he said.

Advocate Nazrul Islam Chunnu,
convener of citizens' platform
“Jonouddyog Mymensingh”,
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Fall Semester

BIDS Graduate School of Economics (BGSE)
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS)

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT 2022-2023

Master’s in Development Economics (MDE)

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Master’s in Development Economics is a *
one-year master’s program. It comprises of
10 courses and a thesis for a total of 36 credit
hours over a 12-month duration. The
medium of instruction shall be English. It is
a quantitatively-oriented academic program
and classes will be held during the daytime
on weekdays. This program is affiliated with
the University of Dhaka and the degree will
be conferred by the university.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA B

Admission is open to individuals who have
at least a 3-year bachelor’s degree in all
branches of Economics or Development
Studies from any reputed university.
Candidates already having one master’s
degree are also eligible to apply. Candidates
with CGPA below 3.30 at bachelor’s or
master’s level and those who have
completed bachelor’s before 2017 are
NOT eligible to apply. Women, qualified
government officials and professionals from
NGO and private sector are encouraged to

apply.

through the newly established GSE (BGSE).

Committed to Academic Excellence

APPLICATION PROCESS

The application form can be downloaded from
BIDS website (www.bids.org.bd) and submitted
through email to bgseadmission@gmail.com
by 22/08/2023.

Qualified applicants will be notified through
email for a written test to be held on 02/09/2023.

The admission test will evaluate the candidate’s
quantitative aptitude, language skills, and
analytical ability.

Classes shall start on 17 September 2023.

A total of 25 students shall be enrolled in the
program.

FEES

No tuition fees will be charged. However, a
nominal amount of Taka 10,000 will be charged
to cover incidental expenses.

CONTACT PERSON:

Dr. Sultan Hafeez Rahman

Director

BIDS Graduate School of Economics

Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies

E-17 Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207
E-mail: bgseadmissioni@gmail.com

The BIDS Graduate Scheol of Economics (BGSE) is an academic institution within Bangladesh Institute of
Developmeni Studies (BIDS) with the affiliation of the University of Dhaka. BIDS has a long tradition af
excellence in research and is the country's premier research and policy institute. Over nearly seven decades
it has been the spawning ground of some of the country's leading economists and scholars. BIDS's
reputation for scholarship in development economics and policy research is not only nationally but also
globally acknowledged. The Institute is thus uniquely positioned to offer its advanced Master's program
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