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PAKISTAN BLAST

Death toll
rises to 54

IS claims
responsibility
AFP, Khar

The Islamic State group
yesterday claimed
responsibility for a suicide
bomb blast in Pakistan that
killed at least 54 people,
including 23 children, at
a political party gathering
ahead of elections due later
this year.

The blast has raised
fears Pakistan could be
in for a bloody election
period following months of
political chaos prompted
by the ousting of Imran
Khan as prime minister in
April last year.

Around 400 members
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-F (JUL-F) party — a
key government coalition
partner led by a firebrand
cleric — were waitling
Sunday for speeches to
begin when a bomber
detonated a vest packed
with explosives and ball
bearings near the front
stage.

S Africa opposition
squabbles over
‘hate’ song

AFP, Johannesburg

South Africa’s leading opposition party yesterday accused
its closest rival of inciting ethnic violence during a mass
rally - shutting the door on a broad coalition ahead of
next year’s elections.

Julius Malema, head of the radical leftist Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF), led chants of “kill the Boer, the
farmer” -- a controversial anti-apartheid struggle song --
as he addressed a crowd of supporters on Saturday.

The Boer are the descendants of Dutch settlers.

“This is a man who is determined to ignite... civil war,”
John Steenhuisen, the leader of South Africa’s biggest
opposition party, the Democratic Alliance (DA), said of
Malema yesterday.

He described the firebrand politician as a “bloodthirsty
tyrant” bent on inciting “mass murder”.

The DA would file a complaint against him with the UN
Human Rights Council and was considering further legal
action, Steenhuisen added.

The EFF did not immediately reply to a request for
comment.

The squabble comes as South African parties position
themselves for national elections in 2024.

Polls suggest the ruling African National Congress
(ANC), in power since the end of white rule in 1994, could
see its vote drop below 50 percent, battered by discontent
at corruption, power cuts and entrenched unemployment.
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Rescuers carry the body of a resident retrieved after a nine-storey residential building was partially destroyed as a result of Russian
missiles strike in Kryvyi Rig yesterday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
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Sudan highters evict
Khartoum residents

Fighting rages in western Darfur region; airspace closure
extended until Aug 15 due to conflict

AFP, Khartoum

Sudan’s paramilitaries have ordered
civilians to vacate homes in the
capital’s south, several residents said
late on Sunday, as fighting between
the forces of rival generals raged in
the western Darfur region.

“Members of the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) told me I had 24 hours
to leave the area,” Khartoum resident
Fawzy Radwan told AFP.

He had been guarding his family’s
home since fighting began in the
city more than three months ago
between the RSF and the regular
army.

Meanwhile, the Sudanese civil
aviation authority extended the
closure of Sudan’s airspace until
August 15, except for humanitarian
aid and  evacuation  flights,
Khartoum International Airport
said in a statement early yesterday.

The war between army chief
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and his

former deputy, RSF commander
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, has killed
at least 3,900 people, according to a
conservative estimate, and displaced
some 3.5 million.

Much of the fighting has
occurred in densely populated
neighbourhoods of  Khartoum,
pushing 1.7 million residents to
flee and forcing the millions who
remain to shelter from the crossfire
in their homes, rationing water and
electricity.

Hundreds of residents were being
evicted from southern Khartoum’s

Jabra neighbourhood, according to
residents on Sunday.

Jabra and the nearby area of
Sahafa are home to the army artillery
corps as well as an RSF base used by
Daglo.

“They told us thisis a military zone
now and they don’t want civilians
around,” resident Nasser Hussein
told AFP.

The RSF has been accused of
rampant looting and of forcibly
evicting people from their homes
since the war began on April 15.

Along with Khartoum, some of
the worst violence has been in the
conflict-scarred region of Darfur,
where allegations of war crimes have
sparked a new investigation by the
International Criminal Court.

Again on Sunday, clashes in
Nvala -- the capital of South Darfur
state and Sudan’s second-biggest
city - sent bombs falling on civilian
neighbourhoods, witnesses said.

Allies key to
counter China

in Pacilic
Says US general

AFP, Sydney

The United States will rely on allies rather than
a major expansion of its own forces to counter
any Chinese military risk in the Pacific, a US
general has told AFP. Beijing enjoys “very clear”
advantages in the region, said Major General
Joseph Ryan, commander of the 12,000-strong
25th Infantry Division on Oahu, Hawaii. He cited
China’s expanding military defences, its long
range rocket missile capability and the ease with
which it can position forces and equipment in the
Pacific. By contrast, in the event of conlflict, the
United States and its allies would have to traverse
international waters or the territories of multiple
nations, requiring their permission as well as
the mobilisation of air, land and sea transport.
“I don’t see a major expansion of US military
presence in the region,” Ryan said while in Darwin
at the weekend for multinational military exercise
Talisman Sabre. “What I do see is increased
partnership, opportunities for partnership and
perhaps some increased growth in the region,” he
said. Tensions between Beijing and Washington
have flared in recent years over self-ruled Taiwan,
China’s disputed claims over a swathe of the South
China Sea and a tug-of-war for influence in the
South Pacific. China claims the democratic island
of Taiwan as part of its territory and has vowed to
take it, by force if necessary.

WHO REPORT

Only four nations
doing enough to
stub out smoking

AFP, Geneva

Only four countries - Brazil, Mauritius, the
Netherlands and Turkey -- have adopted all the
anti-tobacco measures recommended in the fight
against the “deadly scourge” of smoking, the World
Health Organization said yesterday. In a fresh
report, the UN health agency urged countries to
scale up their use of recognised measures to reduce
tobacco use, including enforcing advertising bans,
plastering health warnings on cigarette packages
and raising tobacco taxes. It said Mauritius and
the Netherlands had now joined Brazil and Turkey
inimplementing all of its recommended measures.
WHO said 5.6 billion people, or 71 percent of the
world’s population, were now protected by at least
one tobacco control measure -- five times more
than in 2007. The agency said the global rate of
the prevalence of smoking had dropped from 22.8
percent in 2007 to 17.0 percent in 2021. Without
this decline, there would have been 300 million
additional smokers now, it said. “Slowly but
surely, more and more people are being protected
from the harms of tobacco,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, adding that WHO
was eager to support national efforts to “protect
their people from this deadly scourge”.
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