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Masuda Rehana of 
Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad said, “Alongside 
ensuring proper wages, we 
also need to ensure that 
women have the right to 
take decisions to achieve 
equal rights in the sector.” 

Economist Prof Anu 
Muhammad said women 
have to combat various 
challenges while commuting 
to work from home. “We 
have to ensure that existing 
policies on preventing 
sexual harassment are 
implemented properly. 
Besides, facilities like daycare 
centres should be made 

available for female workers,” 
he said.

Terming the current wage 
structure  “exploitative”, he 
said, “When democracy is 
absent, workers become the 
biggest victims. So, workers 
must raise their demands 
through a democratic 
movement.”

At the event, speakers also 
demanded facilities such as 
medical allowances and life 
insurance for workers.

Shabnam Hafiz of 
Garments Shramik Mukti 
Andolon and Rebeka 
Neela of Biplobi Nari 
Sanghati also spoke at the 
programme.

Efforts to tackle
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Bangladesh, IFRC has 
launched a Disaster 
Response Emergency Fund 
to concentrate efforts on 
the most affected major 
cities, including Dhaka, 
Chattogram and Barishal,” 
said Sanjeev Kafley, head 
of IFRC Bangladesh 
Delegation. 
COMIC BOOKS FOR 

AWARENESS

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor Atiqul 
Islam distributed a comic 
book titled “Mosquito Bites 
Harmful” to school students 
yesterday. The book is a 

Bangla translation of a book 
distributed among children 
in Miami Dade County, USA. 

It contains awareness 
quotes and relevant 
illustrations. Meanwhile, the 
two Dhaka city corporations 
yesterday fined owners of 
44 establishments as part 
of their month-long anti-
dengue drive.

During the drive, DNCC 
and DSCC collected a total 
of Tk 6.26 lakh in fines from 
24 places where mosquito 
larvae were found.

DSCC and DNCC have 
also set up control rooms 
to combat dengue.

Unlocking the diaspora potential
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engagement board will be 
formed under the ministry.

The board will coordinate 
with diaspora engagement 
groups “Amra Bangladesh”, 
which will be established 
at the Bangladesh missions 
in countries hosting the 
Bangladeshi diaspora 
community, reports UNB.

For international 
trade and investment, 
conferences will be 
organised under public-
private partnership that will 
include diaspora investors 
and entrepreneurs, reads 
the draft policy.

For the diaspora investors 
and entrepreneurs, 
multilingual web portals 
will be developed and 
those will be linked with 
the websites of Bangladesh 
missions, it says.

To attract the diaspora 
community for investing 
in Bangladesh, strategic 
partnerships will be 
developed through 
establishing a tripartite 
network among relevant 
government bodies, private 
sector and diaspora trade 
organisations, it adds.

Once formulated, the 
policy will be a tool to 
encourage Bangladeshi 
diaspora to send remittance 
through authorised 

channels.
The draft policy includes 

three chapters with the 
third chapter incorporating 
61 policy statements under 
four broad categories.

The broad categories 
are enhancing diaspora 
diplomacy and capacity 
building, mobilising 
diaspora socio-cultural 
capital, promoting 
diaspora human capital, 
and facilitating diaspora 
economic capital.

The draft policy says 
the process to issue 
“dual citizen certificate” 
and “dual nationality 
certificate” to interested 
and eligible diaspora 
individuals and their 
successors will be sped up 
to ensure voting rights of 
diaspora community in 
Bangladesh’s national and 
local elections.

Besides, the government 
will take measures to speed 
up the existing diaspora 
registration process (both 
online and offline) and 
develop a “uniform and up-
to-date” diaspora database.

Economist Prof 
Abul Barkat, who was a 
consultant for the draft 
policy, hopes it will have 
a positive impact on 
Bangladesh’s development 
and commence a new era 

in the inclusion of diaspora 
community.

He said a plan of action 
will be required for the 
policy’s implementation.

Senior Secretary 
Ahmed Munirus Saleheen 
of expatriates’ welfare 
ministry said they will send 
the draft copy to the related 
ministries as there are cross-
cutting issues in it.

IOM Bangladesh Chief 
of Mission Abdusattor 

Esoev said the IOM fully 
recognises the importance 
of continuing the 
engagement of diaspora 
with their countries of 
origin through its global 
“enable, empower, and 
engage” strategy approach.

Yaseen Chowdhury, 
general secretary of NRB 
CIP Association, and Bhorer 
Kagoj Editor Shyamal 
Dutta, among others, spoke 
at the workshop.

Protect farmers
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“Over the last decade, the 
nation has significantly 
progressed when it comes 
to food production. 
However, many still 
don’t get the right price. 
The authorities have 
continued social security 
programmes, but the 
beneficiaries are limited,” 
said Ramesh Singh, 
country director of CARE 
Bangladesh.

Almost all the coastal 
countries of the region, 
including Bangladesh, 
are victims of climate 
change, which has created 
challenges in securing 
food rights, said Dr Kazi 
Khaliquzzaman Ahmed, 
chairman of Right to 

Food Bangladesh and 
Palli Karma Sahayak 
Foundation.

“In addition to having 
adequate food for all, it 
is also important that 
people have access to safe 
and nutritious edibles,” he 
added.

Presided over by 
Khaliquzzaman, the 
conference was attended 
by Dr Md Akhtaruzzaman, 
vice-chancellor of DU; and 
Mohsin Ali, secretary of 
Right to Food Bangladesh, 
among others.

Two plenary and eight 
vocational sessions on 
various aspects of the food 
and agriculture systems 
will be conducted at the 
event. 

AL on full throttle
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have been conducting 
campaigns for the AL 
candidate  Md Mohiuddin 
Bachchu, while no 
significant local leader 
was seen in the campaign 
for Jatiya Party candidate 
Shamsul Alam so far.

Many candidates 
did not even put up 
posters anywhere in the 
constituency till yesterday. 
They claimed that they were 
conducting  door-to-door 
campaigns distributing 
leaflets and handbills to 
voters.

Asked why the local 
leaders of JP were absent 
from his campaign, 
Shamsul said he did not 
know the reason. He also 
voiced concerns over free 
and fair polls.

Meanwhile, AL 

candidate Bachchu said 
he was getting a  good 
response from voters in his 
campaign.

“Usually many voters 
don’t vote during by-polls. 
So our main challenge is to 
ensure a decent turnout on 
election day.”

Besides these two, 
Dipak Kumar Pali from 
Trinamool BNP and 
Ganamukti Jote candidate 
Rashid Miah are also 
contesting the polls.

According to locals, as 
BNP  is not participating 
in the election, the AL 
candidate is in a comfort 
zone.

The parliament 
secretariat on June 4 
declared Chattogram-10 
constituency vacant 
following the demise of AL 
lawmaker Afsarul Amin.
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Third death 
anniv of 
Amanul Islam
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
third death 
anniversary 
of former 
adviser to 
a caretaker 
government 
AKM Amanul Islam 
Choudhury. 

He passed away on 
this day in 2020 after 
contracting Covid-19.

Amanul served as 
communications, power, 
energy, water and mineral 
resources adviser in 2001.

Brother of prominent 
educationist and intellectual 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury, Amanul 
stood first class first from 
electrical engineering 
department of Ahsanullah 
Engineering College (now 
Buet) in 1958. He also 
obtained first position from 
engineering in the public 
service commission exam 
in then undivided Pakistan.

He also served as 
additional director general 
of Bangladesh Railway, 
chairman of Chittagong 
port trust, and chairman 
of DESA. He retired as 
additional secretary.

Teachers continue their protest in front of Jatiya Press Club in the capital to press 
home their demand for nationalisation of secondary educational institutions. 
They began their movement on July 11, protesting the discriminatory salaries and 
facilities between government school teachers and MPO registered ones. This photo 
was taken yesterday. PHOTO: STAR
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