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RU recruitment 
suspension lifted 
after two years
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The education ministry yesterday lifted the suspension on 
all types of recruitment at Rajshahi University after over 
two and a half years.

Prof Pradip Kumar Panday, administrator of RU’s 
public relations office, told The Daily Star that they 
received a notification issued by the Secondary and 
Higher Education Division (SHED) in this regard.

The notification said the embargo was withdrawn 
following RU authorities application to ensure academic 
and administrative activities at the university. It also said 
the university authorities can now conduct all recruitment 
activities in accordance with their policy.

On December 10, 2020, the education ministry 
suspended all kinds of appointments at the university 
as they found evidence of corruption and irregularities 
by the then RU VC Prof Abdus Sobhan and Pro-VC Prof 
Choudhury Zakaria, in the appointment of teachers at 
the university.

The commission submitted a probe report to the 
education ministry and the Prime Minister’s Office, 
which recommended taking action against them 
and cancelling the appointment of 34 teachers, as 
the administration had made these appointments by 
relaxing university rules.

The report said the vice-chancellor, in collusion with 
others, also relaxed the rules to appoint his daughter and 
son-in-law at the public university.

Subsequently, on December 10 that year the education 
ministry had suspended all kinds of appointments at the 
university. The ministry also directed the university to 
prepare a new teacher recruitment policy.

30 AL men sued 
for severing JL 
leader’s hand
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Shariful Islam Ramzan, general secretary of 
Natore district Awami League, and 29 others have 
been sued for their alleged involvement in severing 
the hand of a Jubo League leader.

Swapna Badsha, brother of victim Mithun Ali, 
general secretary of Natore municipality ward-
3 Jubo League, filed the case with Natore Sadar 
Police Station on Monday night, accusing 30 
named and eight to 10 unidentified people, said 
Officer-in-Charge Nasim Ahmed.

Natore’s AL joint general secretary Syed Mortuza 
Ali Bablu, its labour affairs secretary Nannu Sheikh, 
and Natore AL municipality unit president Syed 
Mostak Ali Mukul were among the accused.

Meanwhile, police in a drive arrested five 
suspects early yesterday. They are Ashraf Hossain 
Mondal, 50, Obaidul Sardar, 40, Rumon, 26, 
Mohsin Mondal, 31, and Nasir, 37, the OC added.

According to the case statement, followers of 
AL leader Ramzan attacked Mithun in presence 
of Ramzan and Bablu in the town’s Balaripara 
around 9:30pm on Sunday and cut off his right 
hand from the wrist.

Swapna and four others were also injured in the 
attack.

Later, Mithun was sent to a hospital in Dhaka.
Contacted, AL leader Ramzan denied the 

allegations and said he along with the other 
leaders was at the party office during the incident.

OC Nasim said on February 16, a group of 
criminals attacked Nannu Sheikh, labour affairs 
secretary of district AL, at Bhabaniganj in the 
town. Mithun was accused in the case filed over 
the attack.

CONSTRUCTION OF 2 SCHOOL BUILDINGS

Contractors paid Tk 1.36cr 
even before work starts

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

A project was passed for the 
financial year 2022-23 to build 
two new school buildings with the 
funding of the World Bank in Kasba 
upazila of Brahmanbaria at a cost 
of Tk 1.36 crore. 

On March 7, Local Government 
Engineering Department flouted 
a tender for constructing multi-
storied buildings of Kasba Girls 
Government Primary School 
and Taltala Government Primary 
School in the municipal area. 

On March 30, the work order was 
issued against M/s Nadia Enterprise 
and M/s City Trade.

As per relevant rules, including 
Unnayan Prakalpasamuher 
Artha Abamukti o  Bebohar 
Nirdeshika (roughly translated to 
fund disbursement and use for 
development projects), fund for 
such projects should be withdrawn 
in phases, only after the work 
begins.

But in a gross disregard to 
existing provisions, the contractor 
firms withdrew the entire Tk 
1.36 crore from Sonali Bank 
(Kasba branch) on April 21 and 22 
respectively, without even starting 
the construction works.

The appeals for withdrawal 
contained the signatures of LGED 
engineer Saiful Islam and UNO 
of Kashba upazila Mohammad 
Amimul Ehsan Khan, indicating 
their alleged involvement in the 
irregularities, confirmed bank 
sources.

Relevant stakeholders seeking 
anonymity alleged that Saiful has 
taken bribe from the contractors to 
give them such unlawful benefits.

Saiful denied the allegation but 
confirmed that Tk 1.36 crore was 

indeed withdrawn from the bank 
with his signature. 

“See, the project was for FY 
2022-23. But the project was in no 
position to be completed within 
this deadline. So the allocated 
money would have gone back to the 
donor organisation. This shouldn’t 
have happened, especially at a time 
of economic crisis. So I did it for my 
country,” he said. 

Replying to a question, he said, 
“The contractors have kept the pay 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

City


