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CHT Peace Accord
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Mukta Barai, president 
of Samajtrantik Chhatra 
Front, questioned the 
government’s intention 
and commitment to 
implementing the treaty.

The government’s 
indifference to fulfilling its 
obligations raised doubts 
about its true intentions, 
she stressed.

Terming the issue 
“political”, Tony 
Chirang, organising 
secretary of Adivasi Jubo 
Forum, highlighted the 
government’s indifference 
to implementing the treaty.

Khan Asaduzzaman 
Masum, president of 
Bangladesh Jubo Union, 
expressed frustration over 
the government’s perceived 
failure to uphold the 
accord.

He also emphasised the 
need for uniformity of rules 
between hills and plain 

lands.
The movement had 

evolved beyond being 
solely about indigenous 
rights. It now represents 
the aspirations of people 
across the country, said 
Dipayan Khisha, joint 
convener of the CHT Peace 
Accord Implementation 
Movement.

Rallies will be organised 
nationwide to gain stronger 
and broader support, said 
Dipayan, informing that 
the next rally is scheduled 
in Sylhet.

“The movement will 
continue until the treaty 
is fully implemented,” he 
asserted.

The speakers also 
presented a five-
point demand, which 
included crafting a time-
bound action plan for 
implementing the treaty. 

The rally, presided over 
by Jubo Maitri Central 
President Shahidul Islam 
and moderated by Chhtra 
Union President Dipok 
Shil, concluded with a 
procession that marched 
towards the Teachers 
Students Centre at Dhaka 
University. 

Register us in 
seven days
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office again. Instead, we 
will directly besiege the 
EC office,” Rashed Khan, 
general secretary of the 
party, told journalists 
after submitting the 
letter.

The letter was signed by 
the party’s president Nurul 
Haque Nur.

Earlier at noon, a 
procession started from 
the party’s Paltan office 
aiming to besiege the EC 
office. 

It marched through 
Zero Point, Matshya 
Bhaban, and Shahbagh, 
eventually reaching 
the Bangla Motor 
intersection, where the 
police intercepted the 
party leaders and activists.

During this time, a party 
faction, led by Nur staged a 
sit-in at the Bangla Motor 
intersection for around an 
hour, protesting the EC 
decision to not register the 
party.

Submit list of 
railway land
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issued the order and rule 
following a petition filed by 
Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh.

Senior Advocate 
Manzill Murshid, 
accompanied by lawyer 
Ripan Barai, appeared 
for the petitioner while 
Deputy Attorney General 
Md Saifuddin Khaled 
represented the state.

Contractors paid   
Tk 1.36cr even
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orders as deposit. They 
cannot just disappear by 
taking such a huge amount 
of money. The buildings 
will be constructed.”

UNO Mohammad 
Amimul Ehsan Khan 
echoed the same.

Asaduzzaman Tipu, 
proprietor of M/s City 
Trade, claimed that they 
are implementing five more 
projects under the LGED in 
the upazila. As the funds for 
those projects haven’t been 
disbursed yet, the upazila 
engineer issued the bills for 
the school construction in 
advance as compensation.

No one from  M/s 
Nadia Enterprise could be 
reached for comments. 

In a recent visit to 
the project sites, this 

correspondent saw only the 
works of dismantling the 
old buildings were going 
on. 

Headteachers Nilufa 
Yasmin and Ayesha Akter 
of Taltala Government 
Primary School and Kasba 
Government Girls Primary 
School said classes are now 
being taken in section of 
the old buildings.

Contacted, executive 
engineer of Brahmanbaria 
LGED Md Abdul Mannan  
said, “There is no provision 
of taking advance bills 
without starting work. We 
will look into the issue.”
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Operation resumes Aug 1
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As the existing Dhaka-
Narayanganj metre gauge 
(MG) line is not capable 
of meeting the growing 
demand of passengers, the 
Bangladesh Railway (BR) in 
January 2015 took up the 
project to build a second 
line on this route to double 
the existing capacity of 16 
pairs of trains daily.

The project deadline 
was June 2017 but the 
railway could not even 
hire contractors for the 
works within the stipulated 
deadline.

In the meantime, BR in 
last December suspended 
train operation on this 
route to facilitate the work 
of the Padma Bridge Rail 
Link Project. Under this 
project, a 169km rail line 
is being built from Dhaka’s 
Kamalapur to Jashore.

Besides, two separate 
dual gauge rail lines from 
Kamalapur to Gendarai; 
and one separate dual 
gauge line from Gendria 
to Jurain would also be 
built under the project, 
which will actually be used 
for train operation on the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj route, 
said officials.

As a result, a second 
line on the remaining 
12km line from Jurain 
to Narayanganj would be 
built under the Dhaka-
Narayanganj double lining 
project, they added.

When the project works 
saw 82 percent progress, 
Power Construction 
Corporation of China 
(PCCC), the contractor 
laying the rail line, on 
March 15 this year sent 
a “contract termination 
notice” to the project 

authority.
The contractor alleged 

that it was not getting 
payments and the project 
site was not handed over to 
it on time, shows a project 
document.

BR tried to revive the 
contract but the contractor 
did not give any positive 
reply, so BR has started 
the process to hire a 
new contractor, Project 
Director Selim Rouf told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

Railways Minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan, after visiting 
the route yesterday, also 
told reporters that they 
were going to hire a new 
contractor for the job.

He said the operation 
of the section will 
resume from August 1. 
BR sources said a new 
line from Kamalapur to 
Jurain is completed and 
the existing line from 
Jurain to Narayanganj 
will be used to resume the 
operation. 

Initally ually, it was said 
the section will remain 
closed for only three 
months but it will open 
after eight months.

In another development, 
the Executive Committee 
of the National Economic 

Council (Ecnec), following 
the proposal of the project 
authority, revised the 
project in April this year to 
convert the existing metre-
gauge line from Jurain to 
Narayanganj, taking the 
project cost to Tk 658.34 
crore and the deadline to 
June 2026.

“Now we will hire a 
contractor for two jobs 
-- converting the metre 
gauge line into dual gauge 
and complete the rest 
of the work, which was 
left out by the Chinese 
contractor,” Rouf told this 
correspondent.

They will float a tender 
soon, he said, adding that 

the new contractor will first 
complete the second line. 

Then they will start works 
for converting the MG lines 
into dual gauge to keep the 
train operation intact, he 
added.

Asked why they have 
changed the work scope to 
convert the MG line eight 
years after the initiation of 
the project, Rouf said there 
was scarcity of money at 
that time.

Replying to another 
question, he said it would 
take up to June 2026 to get 
the double line facility fully.

Unilateral cancellation of contract 
by a Chinese contractor midway of 

work and changes in work scope 
eight years after the initiation 

of the project will cause the long 
delay to have double line facilities 

on this route, officials said.

Pregnant women
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the difference between 
systolic and diastolic 
blood pressure remains 
normally high, so doctors 
have to treat them 
differently compared to 
a normal patient,” he 
explained.

Nazmul said when the 
gap of a dengue patient’s 
systolic and diastolic blood 
pressures remains less than 
20, it means the patient 
has gone into shock. But 
a pregnant woman can go 
into shock when the gap is 
30.

He said the pulse volume 
of a pregnant person also 
remains high compared 
to a normal person. When 
the pulse volume becomes 
low, it means the patient is 
under serious problem, he 
added.

“There are many 
challenging factors 
which we keep in mind 
while treating a pregnant 
woman,” he said.

The dengue virus also 
can be transmitted to the  
baby which remains in the 
womb, Nazmul added.

Besides, providing fluid 
to a pregnant woman also 
requires a lot of thinking.

“We provide fluid 
to a patient observing 
hematocrit. When the 
amount of hematocrit 
increases over 10 percent, 
it means their fluid level 
has gone out and plasma 
leak has started. And 
when the amount of the 
hematocrit is 20 percent 
high or more compared 
to its normal level, we 
consider a significant 
amount of water has been 

released,” he added.
“This hematocrit 

remains normally low 
for the pregnant woman, 
meaning  measurement 
for such patients is little 
different here. So, if the 
amount increases even 
slightly, we have to be 
cautious,” he added.

Hematocrit, also 
known by several other 
names, is the volume 
percentage of red blood 
cells in blood, measured 
as part of a blood test. The 
measurement depends on 
the number and size of 
red blood cells.

It is normally 40–42 
percent for men and 35-
36 percent for women 
and children, Nazmul 
explained.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, almost 
two-thirds of the total 
dengue patients this year 
are male. However, among 
the deaths, the number of 
female is higher than the 
males.

Of the 201 deaths so far 
this year, 114 are female and 
87 are male.

There are many 
challenging 

factors which 
we keep in mind 
while treating a 

pregnant woman. 
The dengue 

virus also can be 
transmitted to 

the  baby which 
remains in the 

womb.

Abul Kalam 
Manzur 
Morshed 
no more
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L i n g u i s t 
Prof Abul 
K a l a m 
M a n z u r 
M o r s h e d , 
an Ekushey 
P a d a k 
recipient, passed away at 
his residence in Dhaka 
yesterday.

Prof Manzur, a former 
director general of the 
Bangla Academy and 
recipient of the Bangla 
Academy Award, breathed 
his last in Nakhalpara, 
according to family 
sources.

His daughter, Manzula 
Morshed, told The Daily 
Star that her father used to 
conduct two classes a week 
at Dhaka University.

They suspect he suffered 
a stroke.

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Dhaka University 
Central Jame Mosque after 
Zohr prayers today. 

He will be laid to rest at 
the Mirpur Intellectuals 
Graveyard.

Born in Rajshahi, 
Prof Manzur completed 
his education at various 
institutions, including 
Dhaka University and the 
University of Edinburgh 
in Scotland, where he 
obtained his PhD.

His illustrious career 
began in 1964 when he 
joined the Department of 
Bangla at DU. 

Over time, he also taught 
at Chittagong University 
before returning to DU.
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Italian PM for legal
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Hasina also asked Italy 
to ease import process 
of leather goods from 
Bangladesh. In response, 
the Italian side showed 
interest.

Meanwhile, two 
instruments were 
exchanged in presence of 
the two PMs. 

The documents -- a 
memorandum on energy 
cooperation and a five-
year cultural exchange 
programme -- were 
exchanged between 
Momen and Antonio 
Tajani, Italian deputy PM, 
also the foreign minister.

Under the MoU on 

energy cooperation, 
Italy will extend research 
support and investment 
on LNG and renewable 
energy.

Earlier, three Italian 
ministers met Hasina on 
the sidelines of the UN 
Food Systems Summit 
at the headquarters of 
FAO in Rome. They also 
spoke about recruiting 
manpower from 
Bangladesh.

The three Italian 
ministers are Agriculture 
Minister Francesco 
Lollobrigida, Interior 
Minister Matteo Piantedosi 
and Justice Minister Carlo 
Nordio.


