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have seen fewer people like 
Juno. His brilliance and 
bravery was extraordinary.”

Goutam Roy, a writer 
and researcher, said, 
“The example of sacrifice 
and bravery that the 
revolutionists of Chattogram 
set  was unparalleled. 
But unfortunately, their 
expectation centering 
the movement was not 
fulfilled.”

The lecture started 
with reading out the 
autobiography of Juno. 

Juno died from kidney 
diseases at a Dhaka 
hospital in October 2020.

He was imprisoned for 
his participation in the 
1962 Education Movement, 
and was one of the key 
organisers of the 1969 mass 
uprising.

He was in the central 
body of the Co-ordination 
Committee of Communist 
Revolutionaries of East 
Bengal, the pro-Peking 
party, which was one of the 
communist organisations 
waging guerrilla warfare 
against the Pakistan armed 
forces in the 1971 Liberation 
War.

In Shibpur of Narsingdi, 
a district in eastern 
Bangladesh, Juno and 
his comrades organised 
their guerrilla base, and 
confronted the Pakistan 
army.

He participate in at least 
five frontal military actions, 
in all of which the Pakistani 
forces had to retreat.

During the nine months 
of the Liberation War, 
Shibpur stood liberated as 
the Pakistan forces could 
not manage to enter the 
area. He was the second-in-
command of the guerrilla 
force.

We’re left with no
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mentioned, Mojibur 
Rahman, who has been 
teaching at Ganga Dhardi 
High School in Faridpur for 
the last 26 years. 

“I have to spend over 
Tk 30,000 to run my 
family, which include the 
academic expenses of my 
three children. I had to take 
up farming as a secondary 
means of earning to suffice 
my family’s needs,” he 
added. 

Asked about the impact 
of suspended classes on the 
students, Mojibur Rahman, 
a protesting teacher, said, 
“I know this is harming my 
students. But this is also 
important for us. I hope 
they will understand our 
situation. We are left with 
no choice but to protest.”

The teachers’ skills, 
infrastructures, and 
education quality are not the 
same across all schools. It is 
important to determine that 
the state has the financial 
capacity and the schools 

have the aforementioned 
resources, said Rasheda 
K Choudhury, executive 
director of Campaign for 
Popular Education. 

“Nationalisation of 
secondary education is 
necessary but the country 
is not ready for it yet. The 
process would have been 
easier had the authorities 
addressed the issue earlier,” 
she added. 

The teachers, during 
a meeting with a former 
cabinet secretary, 
expressed their urge to 
meet the prime minister, 
said Sheikh Kawsar 
Ahmed, general secretary 
of Bangladesh Teachers’ 
Association. 

Dipu Moni, in a 
meeting on Monday, said 
nationalising private 
educational institutions 
before the upcoming 
parliamentary elections 
would not be possible. 

She, however, declared 
two committees to look 
into the issue.

HOUSING FOR JOURNOS

HC stays hilly land 
allocation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed all the proceedings for 
allocating hill-class land at Jhilonza Mouza in Cox’s Bazar 
for the housing of journalists to protect the environment.

The court ordered the authorities concerned to 
immediately stop further cutting and damage of the 
hills. It also directed the officials concerned to prepare 
a report on the present status of 49.97 acres of hill-class 
land situated in BS Dag No 17070 of the Jhilonza Mouza.

The HC bench of Justice Bhishmadev Chakrabortty 
and Justice Md Ali Reza came up with the directives 
following the petition filed by Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers Association.

‘BNM didn’t fulfil 
reg criteria’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A lawyer yesterday raised objections to the Election 
Commission’s move to provide registration to Bangladesh 
Nationalist Movement (BNM), saying the party has failed 
to fulfill all the required criteria in this regard.

Advocate Abu Naser Khan  said the EC  didn’t verify all 
the information regarding the party. “The commission 
may face legal challenges if it registers a party with such 
errors and misleading methods. Such a move can be 
termed discriminatory to other political parties.”

The EC is set to register BNM and BSP (Bangladesh 
Supreme Party) as political parties. It issued a 
notification on July 17, saying that any individual or 
party can object to this decision till July 26.

Biman forms probe
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Sources in Biman said 
the female passenger was 
the lone passenger in the 
business class section of 
Biman flight BG-251, which 
left Sylhet for Sharjah at 
8:30pm on July 11.

In a written complaint to 
Biman managing director 
and CEO, the complainant 

alleged that a flight purser 
of that flight, Lutfar 
Rahman Faruqi, tried to 
sexually harass her. Biman 
has already grounded the 
cabin crew member.

Asked, Naoshad Hossain 
said If the allegations are 
proved in the investigation, 
Biman authorities will take 
stern actions in this regard.

SI, two others sued
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In his complaint, Azad 
mentioned that he was in 
a relationship with Ruby 
before she got married to 
Rayat.

She had some 
photographs with Azad 
and tried to blackmail him 
with those. The couple 
filed several general diaries 
against Azad with different 
police stations for that 
purpose, but withdrew those 
after settling the issues out 
of court, according to the 
case statement.

On July 10, Ruby 
informed the complainant 
that her mother-in-law 

suffered a stroke and she 
wanted help from him. 

Azad then met Rayat at 
a restaurant at Moghbazar 
at 9:30pm on that day. 
But SI Zahid picked 
him up and took him to 
Hatirjheel Police Station, 
the statement added.

The SI then contacted 
Azad’s relatives over phone 
and demanded Tk 3 lakh 
for his release, failing which 
Azad would be implicated 
in a murder case.

One of the relatives went 
to the police station where 
Zahid forced him to give Tk 
1 lakh as extortion, the case 
statement said.

41st BCS
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The result of the 41st 
BCS preliminary test was 
published in August 2021 
with 21,056 candidates 
passing the exam. The 
written tests were held 
at Dhaka, Chattogram, 
Rajshahi, Khulna, Barishal, 
Sylhet, Rangpur and 
Mymensingh centres 
simultaneously from 29 
November to 7 December 
in 2021.

The results were 
published on November 
10 next year and 13,000 
applicants passed the 
examinations. Meanwhile, 
the viva was held between 
March 5 till June 13 of this 
year.

Two weeks gone
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was recovered. However, no 
clue has been found yet, he 
added. 

The boy bore no injury 
marks, said Shamol, also 
the case’s investigation 
officer.

The victim’s elder son 
Asifur Rahman Shahil filed 
a murder case accusing 
unknown persons with the 
police station on July 10.

“We are investigating 
from different angles 
whether it was a murder 
or unnatural death. After 
getting the viscera and 
post-mortem reports, the 
actual cause behind the 

death would be known,” 
said Mohammad Rasel 
Sheikh, superintendent of 
police in Kishoreganj.

“My father was killed 
and his body was left in the 
pond,” alleged victim’s son 
Asifur, demanding that the 
perpetrators be brought to 
book.

The victim’s elder 
brother Ataur Rahman 
Khan Milon said how could 
a man drown in a pond 
when he knew how to swim.

Terming the death 
mysterious, Zillur Rahman, 
president of the district AL, 
said Badal had no political 
rivalry with anyone.

All leaders 
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Odhikar Parishad Bin 
Yamin Molla and General 
Secretary Ariful Islam 
Adib have been too busy 
pleasing the leaders of 
Gono Adhikar Parishad 
rather than advocating for 
students’ rights. 

J a h a n g i r n a g a r 
University, Rajshahi 
University and Shahjalal 
University of Science & 
Technology units of the 
platform have brought 
similar allegations against 
their central leaders, the 
written statement added.

They also alleged that 
the central president and 
general secretary have 
violated the organisation’s 
charter through their 
affiliations with Gono 
Odhikar Parishad.

“But the central council 
did not take any action 
in this regard. So, we (DU 
branch) are resigning 
simultaneously,” Asif 
added.

Shadowy secrets
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society, they find 
themselves caught in this 
distressing cycle, they 
added.

Contacted, Tejgaon 
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Apurba Hasan 
said, “Law enforcement 
authorities occasionally 
raid the footbridge, 
dispersing the hawkers and 
children alike. However, 
the absence of a nurturing 
environment and the lack 
of alternatives leave these 
children with no choice 
but to return to the only 
semblance of a community 
they have ever known.”

Besides, after sunset, 
the Tejturi Para footbridge 
becomes a space where sex 
workers gather, waiting 
in queues for potential 
clients. These realities 
highlight the intersection 
of poverty, limited 
opportunities, and social 
vulnerabilities that many 
individuals in marginalised 
house holds face, while 
also shedding light on how 
unsafe footover bridges can 
be at night, said locals.

Take the case of one 
Aminul Islam, who  works 
in a private firm in Tejgaon 
industrial area. Every 
working day, he passes the 
Tejturi Para foot-over bridge.

 “I leave my office after 
7:00pm and go to my home 
in West Rajabazar crossing 
this overbridge. I cross the 
bridge as soon as possible, 
as the place is mostly 
occupied by drug addicts. 
I was even mugged here 
once,” he said.

Safiya Alam, a student 
of Tejgaon Girls College, 
said, “It’s a safe haven for 
stalkers. Every day when I 
cross the bridge, there are 
always people throwing bad 
words at me.”

The footbridge falls 
under Dhaka North City 

Corporation’s jurisdiction.
“We have been trying to 

improve the environment 
of the bridge and the 
nearby area. Regular 
drives and mobile courts 
are conducted, and 
encroachers are often 
driven away. However, they 
return as soon as we leave 
the spot, as they also have 
no other option but to 
live and do business here,” 
said Selim Reza, the chief 
executive officer of Dhaka 
North City Corporation.

Contacted, Urban planner 
Adil Muhammad Khan told 
The Daily Star, “Most of the 
foot over bridges were not 
constructed in a convenient 
place for people. The stairs 
are  small and dangerous, 
due to which people are 
not using them. That’s a 
major reason as to why these 
footbridges have become a 
den of addicts.”

“Besides, due to lack 
of active mechanisms 
for rehabilitating street 
children, they end up 
being addicts and getting 
engaged in crimes.”

Dr Sifat E Sayeed, a child 
mental health specialist 
and assistant professor at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical University, said the 
widespread availability and 
affordability of the drug 
make it easily accessible to 
street children, enabling 
them to easily obtain and 
share it amongst themselves.

“It serves as a gateway 
to more severe drugs,” she 
added.

Dr Sifat said the drug 
(dandy) poses a dual threat 
to human body, causing 
two distinct forms of 
damage. “Firstly, it leads to 
inflammation or wounds 
on the nasal tract lining, 
and secondly, it contains 
carcinogenic elements, 
making it highly harmful 
to health.”

PM reaches Rome 
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Diverse Pathways in a 
Shared Journey”.

On Monday, Hasina 
will address the opening 
ceremony of the summit 
as a special guest. UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, among others, 
is expected to speak at 
the event, said officials 
accompanying her.

During her stay in Italy, 
she will also hold a bilateral 
meeting with her Italian 
counterpart Giorgia Meloni 
on Tuesday.

She will then attend a 
plenary session on food 
systems and climate action 
at FAO headquarters, 
hold talks separately with 
FAO Director General Qu 
Dongyu and President 
of International Fund of 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) Alvaro Lario. 

Hasina will also join the 
inauguration ceremony 
of the Bangladesh-
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Room at the FAO 
headquarters and attend a 
reception to be hosted by 
the FAO Director General 
on the same day.

Two memorandums 
of understanding on 
“cooperation in the field 
of energy” and “cultural 
exchange programme” 
are expected to be signed 
between the two countries 
during her visit.

Besides, Hasina will 
join a regional envoy 
conference, which will be 
held with participation 
of 15 Bangladeshi envoys 
stationed in Europe, and a 
community event on July 
25. The premier is expected 
to leave Rome for home on 
Wednesday.
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