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3 killed
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said Tauhidul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Nawaganj 
Police Station.

The injured were 
admitted to different 
hospitals for treatment, 
said the OC.

In Gopalganj, a 
motorcyclist was killed as 
his bike hit the railing of a 
bridge in Kashiani upazila.

The accident occurred 
around 11:00am on Dhaka-
Khulna highway in Pona 
Bus Stand area, said police.

Ohidul Islam, 60, 
from Noyagram village in 
Lohagara upazila, Narail was 
declared dead at Kashiani 
Upazila Health Complex. 

Bhatiapara Highway 
Police Station OC Md 
Soriful Islam said, “The 
accident took place while 
Ohidul Islam was going to 
his residence from Dhaka.”

Babul’s friend
FROM PAGE 5

had instructed him to 
send Tk 2.40 lakh to two 
individuals, Anwar and 
Wasim, following the 
murder on June 6. 

Both Anwar and Wasim 
are currently incarcerated 
for their direct involvement 
in the crime. Erad testified 
that Babul himself provided 
the numbers to which the 
money was sent. 

Advocate Kafil Uddin, 
Babul’s lawyer, stated, “We 
have asked a number of 
questions during cross-
examination, but Eard 
failed to answer them 
satisfactorily.” 

“It is impossible to 
send Tk 2.40 lakh at a 
time via BKash as it has 
a transaction limit. Even 
Erad failed to recall or 
provide any document in 
favour of his claim for the 

money transaction.” 
Throughout the 

proceedings, Babul was 
present at the court. The 
court fixed August 8 for the 
next date to record further 
deposition.

On March 13, charges 
were framed against Babul 
and six others in the 
murder case.

The other accused 
are Kamrul Islam Musa, 
Ehteshamul Haque Bhola 
alias Haniful Haque, 
Motaleb Mia Wasim, 
Md Anwar Hossain, Md 
Khairul Islam Kalu, and Md 
Shahjahan Mia. Bhola is 
now out on bail while Musa 
is absconding.

On June 5, 2016, Mitu 
was stabbed and shot dead 
when she was walking 
her son to his school bus 
stop at the port city’s GEC 
intersection.

Ensure
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A project to safeguard the 
leather workers was also 
revealed at the event.

The three-year long 
initiative aims to cover 
6,540 individuals, 
including workers, 
employees, trade union 
activists, women workers 
activists, OSHE committee 
members, trade union 
leaders, and CSO members, 
as well as 20 other groups.

Officials from 
Tannery Workers Union, 
Gonoshasthaya Kendra, 
Omnifarious Inc, and GoTan 
were also present at the event.

It’s selection
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“People will have no rights 
and they will be treated 
as subjects. Not only 
the political parties but 
also people should come 
forward to protest against 
corruption and misrule,” 
GM Quader added. 

He also said  the 
government has been able to 
do two things successfully. 
It has managed to create 
panic among people. People 
are unable to speak against 
the government out of fear. 
People are afraid to join 
anti-government activities 
for fear of torture and 
repression. 

Secondly, the 
government has created 
frustration among people, 
he added.

500 beds
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but we did not find any 
vacant bed to admit him. 
He is currently lying on the 
floor of the medicine unit-
1,’ said Morjina Begum of 
Bagerhat’s Morelganj.

Sujan Halder, who was 
admitted to medicine unit-
2 on Monday, also shared a 
similar experience.

According to resident 
medical officer Dr Suman 
Roy, 92 out of 300 doctor 
and nursing positions, as 
well as 144 posts in other of 
226 positions, are vacant.

“The hospital has to serve 
patients at three times its 
capacity. It’s inhumane to 

see patients suffering on 
the floor, but we are helpless 
too. We are short staffed 
and that’s adding to the 
menace,” he added.

RMO Suhash Ranjan 
Halder echoed the same.

“Patients from different 
districts come to this 
hospital, but we do not 
have enough doctors to 
attend to them. We don’t 
have the space or resources 
either,” said KMCH director 
Dr Rabiul Hasan.

He also said he has 
contacted the higher 
authorities in this regard. 
“Hopefully, they will come up 
with a solution soon,” he said.

Lowest turnout
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In the all above mentioned 
polls, major opposition 
BNP did not field any 
candidate.

“There is no contest in 
the election. Voters feel that 
there is no need to cast a 
ballot because they already 
knew the outcome,” former 
Election Commissioner 
Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat 
Hossain said.

“Over the years, the 
elections are being held 
poorly, which created 
apathy among the voters 
about casting their votes,” 
he added.

Election Commissioner 

Rashida Sultana on 
Monday said low turnout of 
Dhaka-17 by-polls may be 
because the lawmaker who 
will be elected will have a 
short term, as the national 
election is slated for late 
this year or early next year.

“Some parts of the 
constituency are elite 
areas; they might have less 
interest,” Rashida said.

Meanwhile, EC Md 
Alamgir said the media 
should analyse why the 
turnout is low. “This will 
allow us to know the reason 
better. It would have been 
nice if the turn-out was 
more”, he added.

HC rebukes Savar UNO
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Earlier in the day, Mazharul 
appeared before the HC 
bench in compliance with 
its summons order while 
hearing of a petition.

The petition was filed 
by Supreme Court lawyer 
Md Bakir Hossain Mridha 
in 2019 seeking necessary 
orders to protect the river 
from encroachment and 
pollution.

Yesterday, the UNO 
told the HC that the 
administration has evicted 
the encroachers from 
Bangshi river at Banshpatti 
in line with its previous 
order, recovered the land 
of the river and gave lease 
of government land near 
the bank of the river for 
collecting revenue.

The HC ordered the UNO 
to submit the documents 
about giving lease of the 
land including survey 
records, daag and khatian 
numbers of the land and 
other details through the 
attorney general’s office 
before it by August 1.

The bench said this court 
will order for conducting 
an independent probe into 
the leasing of the land 
by a judicial committee 
or by the National River 
Conservation Commission, 
if it is felt necessary after 
receiving the compliance 
report from the UNO.

The HC, however, 
exonerated UNO Mazharul 
from personal appearance 
before this court and fixed 

August 1 for passing further 
order on this issue.

Contacted, Deputy 
Attorney General Kazi 
Mynul Hassan said the 
HC bench expressed 
dissatisfaction at Savar 
UNO Mazharul Islam.

The local administration 
has evicted many of the 
encroachers of the Bangshi 
and recovered its land to 
a large extent after the HC 
issued the directives, he said.

Petitioner Bakir Hossain 
told this correspondent that 
the local administration 
had evicted encroachers 
from the Bangshi in 
November last year. But 
the encroachers further 
constructed structures on 
the land at Banshpatti in 
December last year and 
January this year, according 
to media reports.

Doctors suspend
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Earlier, their bail petitions 
were rejected by Dhaka’s 
Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge’s Court considering 
the depth of offences 
brought against them.

Shahzadi and Muna 
were produced before the 
court on June 15 after their 
arrests. Later, they gave 
confessional statements 
before two magistrates. 

The court then sent them 
to jail after rejecting their 
bail petitions.

Akhi died on June 18, 
eight days after the death 
of her newborn baby.

On June 14, her husband 
Yakub filed a case with 
Dhanmondi Police Station, 
accusing the doctors 
concerned and the Central 
Hospital of botched 
C-section and fraud.

Held hostage
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time to allow vehicles from 
other directions to move,” 
he said.

The suffering extended 
to the area surrounding 
Agargaon, including 
Chandrima, Khamarbari, 
Bijoy Sharani, and Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar, where 
activists rallied to the 
programme venues. 

Abdul Kaiyum, a bus 
driver, recounted the 
struggles of passengers as 
they got off the bus during 
a half-hour gridlock caused 
by the political rallies. He 
worried about covering 
the operation cost in such 
circumstances.

BNP brought out 
processions from Gabtoli 
to Jatrabari from 10:00am 

to 4:00pm in the capital 
as well as in other cities 
and districts to realise its 
one-point demand for polls 
under a non-party interim 
government.

BNP’s procession 
reached its Nayapaltan 
office from various parts 
of the capital causing 
severe traffic congestion in 
different areas including 
Gabtoli, Mirpur, Paltan, 
Press Club, Shahbag, 
Dhanmondi, Farmgate, 
Karwanbazar, Motijheel, 
Fakirapool, Tikatuli and 
Ray Shaheb Bazar.

To counter BNP’s 
programme, the ruling 
Awami League brought 
out march for “peace 
and development” in the 
capital.

NSU, UNC 
hold course 
on maternal 
health
STAR REPORT

Jointly organised by the 
NSU School of Health 
Science and the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, USA, a certificate 
course titled “Analytics 
& Machine Learning 
Techniques for Maternal 
and Health Interventions” 
was held on the North South 
University campus on July 
17, said a press release.

The event aimed to 
explore the applications 
of machine learning 
in improving maternal 
healthcare and brought 
together experts and 
professionals. The lead 
speaker at the event was Dr 
Javed Mostafa, a professor 
at the University of North 
Carolina and the director 
of the Carolina Health 
Informatics Program.

Sightsavers, 
BBDN organise 
spot interview 
with Méridien
STAR REPORT

Sightsavers and 
Bangladesh Business & 
Disability Network (BBDN), 
in association with three 
oranisations for the people 
with disabilities, yesterday 
organised a spot interview 
with Le Méridien at the 
Bangladesh Employers’ 
Federation Gulshan office, 
said a press release.

The event was held under 
the Futuremakers project 
by Standard Chartered 
Global Foundation at the 
Bangladesh Employers’ 
Federation Gulshan Office.

The three oranisations 
are Manikganj Disabled 
People’s Organization to 
Development, Narayanganj 
Sadar Upazila Protibondhi 
Unnayan Parishad 
and Tangail Disabled 
Peoples Organization to 
Development.

A total of 22 candidates 
with disabilities, including 
hearing and speech 
impairments and physical 
disabilities -- participated 
in the interview.
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With the 65-day ban on fishing in the sea ending in four days, the banks of the Karnaphuli are buzzing with 
activities these days as fishers are busy mending nets. This photo was taken in the port city’s Fishery Ghat 
area yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

City


