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such work suffer from 
physical and mental torture, 
leading a miserable life.” 

“Until a law prohibits 
the employment of child 
domestic workers and 
recognises it as hazardous, 
children’s rights will not 
be achieved,” Uchiyama 
added.

Shabnaz Zaherin, child 
protection specialist of 
Unicef Bangladesh, Saidul 
Islam, program officer 
of International Labor 
Organization, Nasima 
Akhter Jolly, secretary of 
National Girls’ Advocacy 
Forum, and Mohsinul 
Karim, chief reporter of 
Daily Observer, also spoke 
at the event.

Cabinet okays draft 
nat’l tariff policy
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday approved the draft National 
Tariff Policy aiming to make Bangladeshi products 
more competitive in the international market.

Cabinet Secretary Mahbub Hossain informed 
this at a press briefing at Secretariat.

The approval came from the meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the PMO.

The cabinet also okayed the draft of Sylhet Medical 
University (Amendment) Act, 2023 to change its 
name as Bangamata Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib 
Medical University, Sylhet.

It also approved the draft of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University (Amendment) Act, 2023 in 
a bid to extend the tenure of its vice chancellor, pro-
vice chancellor, and treasurer to four years.

Besides, the cabinet approved the proposal 
of ratification of the agreement on the New 
Development Bank, a multilateral bank established 
by the BRICS states. Bangladesh needs to ratify the 
agreement as it joined the bank, he said.
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went to a polling station 
as a candidate. There was 
hardly any presence of 
voters. But the AL cadres 
drove his away from there. 
They also beat him up.

“We have only one 
demand: resignation of 
the government,” he said. 
“Time has come to liberate 
the people of Bangladesh… 
the youth must come 

forward to oust this 
regime,” he said.

“We fought the 
Liberation War not for this 
Bangladesh. The young 
generation has to play a 
leading role in protecting 
the country. Khaleda Zia 
became prime minister 
three times through 
struggle. She is still 
struggling to protect the 
country,” said Fakhrul.
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region through double-
lifting method and 
expansion of irrigation”, 
“Building new food 
storages and related 
facilities in different 
strategic areas of 
the country”, and 
“Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Film City (Phase-II)”.

According to the 
document prepared for 
today’s Ecnec meeting, 
the estimated cost for the 
“My village-my town” pilot 
project will be Tk 800 
crore.

It will be implemented 
by the LGED and 
Department of Public 
Health Engineering under 
the LGD by June 2026.

Besides, the Sylhet 
Medical University, to be 
built in Sylhet’s South 
Surma upazila, will be 
built at an estimated cost 
of Tk 2,036.41 crore. It will 
be implemented by June 
2027.

For the Jhenai, Ghaghat, 
Bangshi and Nagda rivers 
project, the government 
will spend an estimated 
Tk 4,168.16 crore while the 
project will be completed 
by BIWTA by December 
2026.

The project areas fall 
under different upazilas 
of Rangpur, Gaibandha, 
Nilphamari, Manikganj, 
Jamalpur, Dhaka, Gazipur, 
Tangail, and Sherpur 
districts.

Meanwhile, by 
implementing the Padma 
river water distribution 
and irrigation in the 
Barind tract project, 
the government aims at 
expanding irrigation to 
10,250 hectares of arable 
lands in the region.

By implementing the 
project, farmers will be able 
to harvest crops on arable 
land three times a year, 
instead of one. This will 
ensure production of an 
additional 1.4 lakh tonnes 
of crops each year.

The estimated cost 
for the project is Tk 
548.05 crore and the 
implementation authority 
is Barind Multipurpose 
Development Authority.

The project areas are 
Godagari, Tanore and 
Poba upazilas of Rajshahi 
districts while it will be 
implemented by June 
2026.

Also, the government 
will undertake a project to 
build 196 new food storages 
in 131 upazilas (including 
three city corporations) 
under 53 districts of eight 
divisions.

The estimated cost of 
the project will be Tk 814.5 
crore and the implementing 
authority will be the 
Directorate General of 
Food. The project will be 
implemented by June 
2026.

Besides, the 
“Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Film City (Phase 
II)” project will be 
implemented at a cost of 
Tk 379.91 in Gazipur by 
December 2024.

At today’s Ecnec 
meeting, proposals for a 
total of 17 revised and new 
projects are likely to be 
placed for approval.
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Habibun Nahar, deputy 
minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
Ministry, stressed the 
importance of awareness 
raising initiatives to control 
air pollution.

“Even though we need 
mega projects, they also 
contribute to the air 
pollution,” she said. 

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association, said, 
“Accountability from the 
administration has to be 
ensured. DoE can set a 
roadmap on ways to bring 
down the PM2.5 level and 
other such pollutants by 

adopting short and long-
term strategies.”

“DoE does limited 
work. However, that too 
is hindered by other 
government agencies,” she 
added. 

Prof Adil Mohammed 
Khan, executive director of 
Institute for Planning and 
Development, said “DoE’s 
new standards legitimise 
pollution. They must 
bring back the previous 
standard.”

Sharif Jamil, 
coordinator of 
Waterkeepers Bangladesh, 
and professors Akther 
Mahmud and Muhammad 
Ali Naqi also spoke at the 
event. 
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laundering but the ACC 
could not play its role due 
to the  Money Laundering 
Prevention Rules 2019.

“We’ve learnt from 
reliable sources that an 
initiative has been taken to 
amend the rules following 
ACC’s proposal, which is 
a positive thing,” he said. 
The government should 
reinstate the ACC’s power 
to investigate money 
laundering related offences 
that include documents 
forgery, laundering local 
and foreign currencies, tax 
evasion and anomalies in 
stock market, he demanded.

The ACC was given 
power to investigate 27 
types of offences related 
to money laundering in 
the Money Laundering 
Prevention Act, 2012. 

Its power, however, 
was later curtailed in 
the Money Laundering 
Prevention Rules 2019. As 
per the rules, the ACC can 
only investigate money 
laundering related to 
“bribery and corruption”.
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to his trusts, Attorney 
General AM Amin Uddin 
told reporters on that day.

He said around Tk 15 
crore tax was imposed 
on the donated money in 
different years and Prof 
Yunus has deposited 
over Tk 3 crore to the 
office concerned before 
challenging the decisions.

Meanwhile yesterday, a 
HC bench started hearing 
on a petition filed by Yunus 
challenging a labour court 
order that framed charges 
against him and three other 
top officials of Grameen 
Telecom for allegedly 
violating labour law.

Yunus is the chairman 
of Grameen Telecom while 
the other accused Ashraful 
Hasan is the managing 
director, and Nur Jahan 
Begum and Mohammad 
Shahjahan are directors.
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NSU hosts freshers’ 
orientation
CITY DESK

North South University hosted its summer semester 
orientation programme on July 16. 

Over 2,600 students have enrolled for bachelor’s 
programme in 16 departments in four schools (streams). 
Among them, 66 were awarded merit-based scholarships 
for their outstanding performance in the admission tests. 

The university has also admitted 40 students under 
their freedom fighter quota. The students admitted 
under this quota have access to free education 
throughout their programmes. 

The semester-based orientation programme aims 
to introduce freshers to the university’s culture and 
approach. 

Javed Munir Ahmed, chairman of the university’s 
trustee board, attended the event as the chief guest. 
Board member Yasmin Kamal was present as the 
special guest. The ceremony was presided over by Vice-
Chancellor Prof Atiqul Islam. 
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FROM PAGE 3

fled, Adnan was taken to 
a nearby private hospital 
where doctors declared 
him dead, the SI added.

On information, police 
sent the body to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital 
morgue for autopsy early 
yesterday. Parvez Islam, 
officer-in-charge of 
Dhanmondi Police Station, 
said they are investigating 
the murder and trying to 
arrest the killers.

18-40 age
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Five children aged under 
five years have died so far. 
The mortality numbers 
are seven for patients aged 
5-10; 12 for 10-18; 27 for 40-
60; 14 for 60-80; and 2 for 
patients aged 80 years and 
older. 

Brig Gen Md Nazmul 
Haque, director of DMCH, 
said 228 dengue patients 
were treated in the hospital 
yesterday. The highest 
number of dengue patients 
treated in a single day (281) 
was also recorded this year.

Despite treating 1,200 
to 1,300 patients in a single 
day, the medical wards 
only have 780 seats, he 
mentioned. 

He also suggested 
individuals to promptly 
get tested upon the earliest 
onset of fever.

Patients with fever 
should get tested 
immediately irrespective 
of whether there are 
symptoms associated with 
dengue, including body 
ache, he added.
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