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of the Board of Trustees; 
and Prof Atiqul Islam, vice-
chancellor of NSU, spoke 
among others.

Besides, Yasmin Kamal 
and Shahriar Kamal, 
members of the Board of 
Trustees; and Prof M Ismail 
Hossain, NSU pro-VC, were 
present.

Marshall Shaila Joarder, 
associate professor, 
Department of Architecture, 
delivered welcome speech.

Prof Dr Helal Ahammad, 
dean of the School of 
Business and Economics; 
Prof Abdur Rob Khan, dean 
of School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences; Prof 
Dr Javed Bari, dean of the 

School of Engineering and 
Physical Sciences; and Prof 
Hasan Mahmud Reza, dean 
of the School of Health and 
Life Sciences, also attended 
the programme.

Chancellor’s Gold 
Medals and Vice 
Chancellor’s Gold Medals 
were awarded to 20 
students at the ceremony.

Strengthening armed forces
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programme virtually from 
Gono Bhaban.

The ships were built at 
Khulna Shipyard.

She said the government 
has taken steps to develop 
the armed forces including 
the navy so they attain 
international level skills.

The PM said in the last 14 
and a half years, the Awami 

League government has 
modernised and increased 
the capabilities of the navy in 
addition to adding aviation 
and submarines to the fleet 
as per Forces Goal-2030.

She said  Bangladesh 
Navy has turned from “Buyer 
Navy” to “Builder Navy”.

She said the newly 
commissioned BNS Sher-e-
Bangla and 8 navy ships, in 

addition to their respective 
operational activities, 
will ensure the security 
of Payra seaport, the safe 
movement of domestic and 
foreign ships in the sea, 
the provision of security in 
coastal areas.

Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral M Shaheen 
Iqbal also spoke at the 
programme.

A milestone
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percent of the sewage 
generated in Dhaka, in a 
modern and environment-
friendly way, said Dhaka 
WASA Managing Director 
Taqsem A Khan on 
Tuesday.

“The plant is modern 
and environment-friendly. 
The quality of water 
treated in the plant is good 
enough,” he said.  

Taqsem said four other 
modern sewage treatment 
plants will be constructed 
in Pagla, Rayerbazar, Uttara 
and Mirpur aiming to gain 
the capacity to treat 100 
percent sewage of Dhaka 
by 2030, reports BSS.

He said the prime 
minister will also lay the 
foundation stone of Pagla 
sewage treatment plant 
by renovating the existing 
one.

When the Pagla 
sewage treatment plant 
is completed, some 
40 percent of sewage 
generated in Dhaka can be 
treated, he added.

The Dasherkandi STP 
was implemented on 62 
acres of land at the cost of 
Tk 3,482 crore. Of the cost, 
Tk 1,106.42 crore came 
from the government’s 
fund, while Tk 10 crore 
from Dhaka Wasa, and Tk 
2,366 crore from EXIM 
Bank of China. 

The work of the China-
funded project started on 
July 1, 2018. 

The operation and 
management of the plant 
will be run by its contractor, 
HydroChina Corporation, 
for one year.

According to the project, 
a waste lifting station on the 
western side of Rampura 
bridge, a five-kilometre 
trunk sewer line from 
Rampura to Aftabnagar 
and Dasherkandi plant 
and the main treatment 
plant at Dasherkandi were 
constructed.

A lingering
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If the patients’ attendants 
can’t move easily, it’s 
difficult for them to get the 
tests done in due time, he 
added.

“We often have to 
struggle to take patients 
to the institute on time,” 
said Sultan Ahmed, an 
attendant from Jamalpur’s 
Madarganj upazila.

Due to illegal parking 
in front of the hospital 
and its adjoining areas, 
movement of people is 
being obstructed for years, 
but there is no initiative 
to curb this menace, said 
Shakil Ahemd, a local 
medicine trader.

Nurul Amin Kalam, 
secretary of Mymensingh 
Nagorik Andolon, said they 
have been continuing their 
movement on different 
issues including illegal 
parking and traffic jam. 
“Sometimes hospital 
authorities initiate drives 
against illegal parking in 
the adjacent areas... but 
things go back to business 
as usual again,” he added. 

Syed Mabubur Rahman, 
traffic inspector in 
Mymensingh, said they 
conduct drives regularly in 
this regard but due to lack 
of parking facilities in the 
city, the problem persists.

Dr Jakiul Islam, deputy 
director of MMCH, said, 
“We always urge the traffic 
officials to make sure that 
no vehicles are parked 
here illegally. We are trying 
to initiate a drive in this 
regard.”

DHAKA THURSDAY JULY 13, 2023 

ASHAR 29, 1430 BS4
A much-needed initiative
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BR, however, has taken a 
project for carrying out 
study for establishing 
a new carriage 
maintenance workshop 
in Rajbari.

But, between 2008-09 
and 2022-23 fiscal year, the 
government allocated Tk 
107,645 crore to BR under 
the annual development 
programme (ADP). 

BR, however, could 
spend Tk 71,113 crore -- 
66.06 percent of total 
allocation -- till October 
last year, show  documents.

Partha Sarkar said, 
“Our fleet has increased 
sharply in the last few 
years. So, we have to 
modernise the workshops, 
otherwise we will face 
problems.”

Replying to a question, 

he said, “In many cases, 
implementation of a 
project depends on the 
donor agency.”
SAIDPUR WORKSHOP

Saidpur workshop was 
established in 1890 
on 110 acres. Since its 
inception, a project has 
been undertaken in limited 
scale for its modernisation 
between March 2009 
and June 2016 at a cost 
of Tk 157 crore, shows BR 
document.

Before the 
modernisation, the average 
daily production of the 
workshop was 1.96 units, 
meaning the workshop 
could repair or maintain 
1.96 bogies or wagons daily, 
which rose to 2.85 to 3.29 
units after the works, it 
shows.

But, the annual 

maintenance capacity of 
the workshop is 427 (both 
broad and meter gauges) 
carriages and 427 wagons, 
even though the west 
zone of BR holds a total 
7,111 carriages and 1,160 
wagons.

It means, the backlog 
per year is 284 carriages 
and 733 wagons, it said.

Besides, the number of 
modern, high speed AC 
coaches are increasing 
and as per the railway 
masterplan (2016-2045), 
5,143 new coaches would 
be added to the BR fleet.

But, only 122 plants and 
machinery in the workshop 
are below 20 years old, 
while 448 are between 
20-to-50-year-olds and 
214 are over 50 years old, it 
reads.

Join hands to combat epidemics
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without effective 
cooperation among 
governments, UN agencies, 
and other relevant 
stakeholders, he added.

The foreign secretary 
also highlighted the 
country’s efforts to 
address climate and 
environmental impacts 
on physical and mental 
health and autism.

Anwar Hossain 
Hawlader, secretary of the 
Health Services Division 
at the health ministry, 
said, “Diseases have no 

boundaries, so corporations 
should not have them 
either. South-east Asian 
countries face similar 
challenges when it comes 
to ensuring public health. 
They should collaboratively 
fight the challenges.”

Experts from India, 
Nepal, Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka, and Indonesia, 
and WHO representatives 
participated in three panel 
discussions.

During the first 
discussion on antimicrobial 
resistance, Prof MA Faiz, 
former director general 
of the health directorate 
and the key-note speaker 
of the session, highlighted 
the challenges of AMR in 
Bangladesh and beyond.

The discussants also 

pointed out the absence 
of testing facilities to 
determine the right 
antibiotics for the 
patients before issuing 
prescriptions.

Rinku Sharma, joint 
director at National Vector 
Borne Disease Control 
Program, spoke of having 
similar challenges in India.

AMR is causing one 
death in every 40 seconds 
globally, there is no data 
on it in Bangladesh, said 
speakers. They also stressed 
the importance of ensuring 
judicious use of antibiotics.

The participants also 
urged the stakeholders 
to invest in medicinal 
research to prevent the 
misuse of antibiotics and 
develop better vaccines.

Mostafa 
Feeroz new 
JU pro-VC
JU CORRESPONDENT

P r o f 
Mohammed 
M o s t a f a 
Feeroz of 
the zoology 
department 
o f 
Jahangirnagar University 
has been appointed the pro 
vice-chancellor (Education) 
of the university.

A notification 
undersigned by 
Rokhsana Begum, deputy 
secretary of ministry of 
education, confirmed the 
appointment yesterday.

According to Section 
13 (1) of Jahangirnagar 
University Act 1973, 
President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin, also 
chancellor of the university, 
appointed Feeroz for the 
next four years, stated the 
notification.

He completed his BSc 
and MSc degree from 
JU zoology department. 
He obtained his PhD 
degree from University of 
Cambridge.

Feeroz is the founder of 
the Wildlife Rescue Centre.


