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AL ‘peace rally’
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violence with its 
provocative acts and 
programmes.

The BNP’s “Training 
Cell” arranged the day-
long training workshop for 
women representatives of 
the party in collaboration 
with United States-based 
Democracy International 
at party the chairperson’s 
office in Gulshan.

“Awami League do not 
believe in democracy. They 
choose dictatorship and 
feudalism. They have a 
mindset that there‘s no one 
else in the country except 
them and they’re the only 

owners of the country,” 
he said. Citing a newspaper 
report, Fakhrul alleged that 
the government is trying 
to speed up the trial in the 
cases filed against him and 
their party chief Khaleda 
Zia. “They’ve instructed the 
police authorities and even 
the law ministry issued a 
letter to the judges to speed 
up the trial and dispose of 
the cases (against opposition 
leaders and activists)...”

Fakhrul said they 
have been carrying out 
a movement for the 
restoration of democracy in 
a democratic manner as the 
usurper government held 

two elections completely 
deceiving people.

The BNP leader said there 
are now many discussions 
about the frequent trips of 
delegations from different 
countries to Bangladesh.

“An American 
delegation is coming today 
(Tuesday) while a team of EU 
has already arrived here to 
know about human rights 
democracy and elections 
here. Why do they come 
to Bangladesh? Because 
there’s no democracy here 
and there’re no (credible) 
elections and elections 
are not held (fairly) here,” 
Fakhrul observed.

Engage private
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of the committee, attended 
the event as special guest.

Dr M Asaduzzaman, 
former research director, 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Development Studies; 
Nayoka Martinez 
Bäckström, first secretary, 
environment & climate 
change, development 
cooperation section, 
Embassy of Sweden, 
Bangladesh; Dr Haseeb 
Md Irfanullah, visiting 
research fellow, Center for 
Sustainable Development, 
University of Liberal Arts 
Bangladesh; Dr Maliha 
Muzammil, climate change 
specialist, resilience and 
inclusive growth cluster, 
UNDP; and Partha Hefaz 
Shaikh, director  (policy 
and advocacy), WaterAid, 
were also present at the 
event, 

Professor Mustafizur 
Rahman, distinguished 
fellow at CPD, chaired the 
programme.

BNP’s movement
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he said the Election 
Commission has expressed 
their satisfaction over 
the amendment though 
BNP has made negative 
statements.

Even a few days ago, 
Hasan said, the BNP 
secretary general had 
claimed that “Pakistan 
regime was better”. Now 
it is a question to what 
extent the party believes 
in the independence and 
sovereignty of Bangladesh, 
he said.

All countries must join hands
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In this connection, the 
prime minister put forward 
five recommendations for 
regional cooperation.

“Let us work together 
to ensure that global 
health governance with 
WHO at the centre, can 
meaningfully serve our 
entire humanity in the next 
75 years and beyond. Let us 

help each other and share 
our experiences,” she said.

Hasina said Bangladesh 
did not forget about the 
1.2 million Rohingyas 
who sought shelter from 
neighbouring Myanmar 
during the Covid pandemic 
period.

The PM said  it should 
not be forgotten that this 
huge population residing 

in Bangladesh has always 
been a humanitarian crisis 
and a security concern for 
this region.

“Only their safe and 
dignified return to 
Myanmar can ensure a 
sustainable solution to 
this crisis. And I hope that 
Myanmar will take back 
their nationals very soon,” 
she added.

Lawmaker
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of Rajshahi University 
Chhatra League in the sixties 
and held various positions in 
the organisation.

She was a former 
member of Netrakona 
district AL.

After her husband’s 
death in 2004, she was 
elected an MP for the first 
time as an AL candidate in 
2008. Later she was elected 
from that constituency in 
2014 and 2018.

Momin was also 
the chairman of the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on the Ministry 
of Women and Children 
Affairs.

She was born on May 
15 in 1947, in Mohanganj 
upazila, Netrakona.

Her first namaz-e-
janaza was held at Baitul 
Aman Jame Mosque at 
Dhanmondi-7 yesterday.

She was buried at 
her family graveyard 
at Kaziahati village in 
Mohanganj upazila of 
Netrakona following the 
second janaza.

President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and 
Speaker Shirin Sharmin 
Chaudhury expressed deep 
shock at the demise of 
Rebecca Momin, reports BSS.

Govt needs to
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“We’ve repeatedly asked 
the government to be 
consumer friendly but 
it has become business 
friendly,” he said, adding 
that only seven to eight 
businesses are exploiting 
consumers of the country.

He called upon the 
consumers to unitedly 
point out their distress to 
the government.

Although Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
is serious about the price 
hike issue, some corrupt 
bureaucrats are misleading 
her, said Humayun Kabir.

The CAB president 
said inflation is a complex 
matter which requires 
strong measures. 

Like other countries, the 
government needs to give 
liberty to the central bank 
to fix interest rates to rein 
in inflation.

“Good governance 
is required to establish 
fairness in the society. The 
government should adopt 
impartial policy. Instead of 
business-friendly policy, it 
needs to adopt consumer-
friendly policy,” said 
Ghulam Rahman.

Tk 25,000
FROM PAGE 3

the state, government, and 
market owners to oppress 
the labour population, 
creating discrimination,” 
he added.

Mujahidul Islam Khan 
Selim, former president 
of the Communist Party 
of Bangladesh, said 
first and foremost, it is 
necessary to improve the 
law ensuring workers’ 
wages. The production 
cost should determine 
the workers’ wage, yet 
this basic principle is 
disregarded in modern 
culture, leaving workers 
in a state of uncertainty, 
he said.

Taslima Akhter of 
Bangladesh Garments 
Sramik Sanghati 
emphasised that the new 
wage board was established 
in an undemocratic 
manner without consulting 
the labour unions. 

The meeting also 
addressed issues such 
as -- ensuring shifts and 
overtime; repeal of the 
Prohibition of Strikes 
Essential Services Bill, 2023; 
a stop to retrenchment of 
workers, false cases, attacks 
and torture; introducing 
rationing system 
permanently, and factory 
owners and government’s 
accountability for 
improving workers’ quality 
of life. 
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Ensure Odhikar’s right
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and cooperating with the 
UN, its representatives and 
mechanisms.”

Odhikar’s renewal 
application was pending 
with the NGO Affairs 
Bureau (NGOAB) from 2014 
until its deregistration in 
June 2022. In the letter 
denying renewal, the 
NGOAB accused Odhikar 
of publishing “misleading 
information,” “seriously 
[tarnishing] the image of 
the State to the world,” and 
“[creating] various issues 
against Bangladesh”.

“Odhikar’s case 
reflects the ongoing 
harassment and targeting 
of human rights defenders 
and organisations in 
Bangladesh. This practice is 
a clear violation of the right 

to freedom of association 
as guaranteed under 
Article 22 of the ICCPR,” 
the experts said.

Ten years after Odhikar 
published a fact-finding 
report on extrajudicial 
killings in Bangladesh, 
the organisation’s 
Secretary Adilur Rahman 
Khan and its director 
ASM Nasiruddin Elan 
continue to face “judicial 
harassment” at the Cyber 
Tribunal of Dhaka, for 
allegedly publishing “fake, 
distorted and defamatory” 
information.

According to UN experts, 
the trial has been marred by 
violations of due process.

“We are concerned 
that this sets a dangerous 
precedent for the 
observance of due process 

and the right to a fair trial, 
given that the examination 
of the prosecution’s 
witnesses has been 
completed,” the experts 
said.

In addition to this 
legal process, Odhikar is 
reportedly facing public 
smear campaigns at 
both organisational and 
personal levels through 
print and electronic media, 
they said.

They called on the 
Bangladesh authorities 
to ensure respect for due 
process and the right to a 
fair trial.

It also urged the 
government to immediately 
cease the reprisals, 
judicial harassment and 
smear campaigns against 
Odhikar and its leaders.

Abul Hasnat
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To get rid of such a crisis, 
Prof Islam suggested 
investing in education. 

Presiding over the 
lecture, Prof Nazrul Islam 
said the culture of a country 
is not for a selected group 
of people, rather it is for 
all. “The farmers, fishers, 
migrants and garment 
workers -- these are the 
people who help preserve 
our culture,” he added. 

Nasimun Ara Haq, wife 
of Abul Hasnat, said Hasnat 
believed that culture is the 
life of a nation. “When 
Hasnat was the literature 
editor of Daily Sangbad, he 
started using paintings on 
the literature page, which 
was also an example of his 
attempt to give readers a 
versatile experience,” she 
added. 

He also helped flourish 
many literary talents 

as he considered this 
his responsibility, said 
Nasimun Ara Haq. 

Bengal Foundation 
Director General Luva 
Nahid Choudhury 
conducted the event.

Among others, Kali 
O Kalom editor Subrata 
Barua, artist Rafiqun 
Nabi, writer Hasnat Abdul 
Hye, Prof Fakrul Alam, 
former national professor 
Anisuzzaman’s wife 
Siddiqa Jaman and Abul 
Hasnat’s daughter Dithi 
Hasnat were present on the 
occasion. 

Born in 1945 in the old 
part of Dhaka, Hasnat 
was actively involved 
with Chhatra Union 
while studying at Dhaka 
University. He was the vice-
president of Chhatra Union 
in 1971. He also played a role 
in the Liberation War while 
staying in India.

HC asks BTRC 
to block online 
gambling ads
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The High Court yesterday 
directed Bangladesh 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Regulatory Commission to 
block the online betting or 
gambling advertisements.

It also ordered the 
Bangladesh Bank to issue 
directives to all mobile 
financial service providers 
including bKash to 
stop their gateways and 
channels used to make 
payments to all betting 
websites. The HC bench of 
Justice KM Kamrul Kader 
and Justice Mohammad 
Shawkat Ali Chowdhury 
passed the order following 
a petition filed by Supreme 
Court lawyers Miftaul Alam 
and Sumit Kumar Sarkar.


