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Amid water stands
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to provide  much needed 
treatment to the villagers, 
she added. Contacted, 
Chairman of Jalsukha 
Union Parishad  Faiz Ahmed 
Khelu said a concrete road 
connecting the village to the 
clinic will be constructed in 
the next dry season.

Upazila Health and 
Family Planning Officer Dr 
Iqbal Hossain said although 
the construction of a road 

connecting the village with 
the clinic was initiated, it 
faced obstacles due to the 
opposition of certain local 
individuals. 

He said creating a 
supportive environment 
for the clinic’s service users 
through the construction of 
a road is only possible if the 
local public representatives 
demonstrate sincerity and 
commitment to resolving 
this issue.

Use social
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He advocated for targeted 
interventions among the 
teenage population. 

Prof Mohammad 
Bellal Hossain of the 
Department of Population 
Sciences at Dhaka 
University highlighted the 
significance of prioritising 
gender equity in education 
rather than solely focusing 
on contraceptive use. 

Prof Dr Ferdousi 
Begum, former president 
of the Obstetrical and 
Gynaecologists Society of 
Bangladesh, stressed the 
need for enhanced training 
for midwives regarding 
contraceptive methods.

Dr Abu Sayed 
Mohammad Hasan, 
programme specialist 
at UNFPA Bangladesh, 
expressed concern 
regarding the growing issue 
of unwanted pregnancies 
and unsafe abortions.

Dr Shafiqul Islam, health 
& population advisor at the 
British High Commission 
in Dhaka, suggested the 
establishment of a social 
media cell to effectively 
disseminate family 
planning messages to a 
wider audience. 

Dr Nurun Nahar Begum, 
line director at the DGFP, 
acknowledged that the 
discussed issues have 
already been incorporated 
into various plans 
and programmes. She 
emphasised the need for 
a systematic approach to 
address them effectively.

SC asks HC to dispose
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Division of the SC also 
extended for two months its 
chamber judge’s directive 
that stayed the HC order of 
status quo on the Labour 
Appellate Tribunal’s 
verdict in the case.

A four-member bench 
of the Appellate Division 
headed by Chief Justice 
Hasan Foez Siddique 
passed the order following 
a leave to appeal petition 
filed by the retired workers 
of Grameen Kalyan 
challenging the HC order.

Barrister Abdullah 
Al Mamun, a lawyer for 
Grameen Kalyan, told The 
Daily Star that the HC will 
now settle after hearing of 
the rule whether his client 
will have to give a part of 
its net profit to its retired 
workers.

Meanwhile, the retired 
workers’ lawyer Khurshid 
Alam Khan said there is 
no legal bar for Grameen 
Kalyan to give the part 
of its profit to his clients 
following the SC order.

Of empty drums
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deputy secretary of the 
LGRD ministry, said 
the current office of the 
department does not have 
significant tasks as the 
workers are employed in 
the city corporations.

“The government will 
devise practical plans based 
on the situation, and we are 
considering establishing a 
research centre under this 
department.”

When questioned about 
the vacant posts, he said, 
“As mentioned earlier, 
our plan is to transform 
the department into a 

research centre. Once this 
plan is implemented, we 
will revise the organogram 
and recruit new employees 
accordingly.”

Entomologist Professor 
Kabirul Bashar of 
Jahangirnagar University 
told The Daily Star, 
“There is much discussion 
regarding this office. The 
government should utilise 
it for mosquito control. 
Research on mosquito 
control is highly essential 
as the types of mosquitoes 
and their resistance to 
insecticides change over 
time.”

6,02,884 illegal
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He said the government 
and private consumers owe 
Titas Tk 6,701 crore.

Replying to questions, 
the Titas MD said some 
contractors engage 
in setting up illegal 
connections, but due to 
lack of regulations, they 
can’t take action against 
them. “But we put them in 
the blacklists. There are 50-

60 names there.”
Eight Titas employees 

were sacked due to their 
involvement in such 
activities, said Haronur 
Rashid Mullah, adding 
that 228 employees had 
faced different kinds of 
punishment.

“We have zero tolerance 
about our employees, and 
recently we have transferred 
91 staff members,” he added. 

Why his sentence
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The Daily Star. The HC 
bench of Justice Md Nazrul 
Islam Talukder and Justice 
Khizir Hayat Lizu issued 
the rule following a petition 
filed by the ACC. 

Lawyer Khurshid Alam 
Khan told The Daily 
Star that the maximum 
punishments for amassing 
illegal wealth and 
money laundering are 

imprisonments for 10 years 
and 12 years respectively.

The trial court has 
sentenced Salim Prodhan 
to four years’ imprisonment 
for amassing illegal wealth 
and another four years’ 
imprisonment for money 
laundering. It said the 
two punishments will run 
simultaneously, which 
is not correct under the 
relevant laws.

Govt planning to turn DMCH
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receive treatment there at a 
time,” she said.

The PM said this while 
virtually addressing the 
celebration ceremony of 
the 78th Dhaka Medical 
College Day from her office.

The Dhaka Medical 
College Alumni Trust 
arranged the function at 
the Shaheed Dr Shamsul 
Alam Khan Auditorium of 
the college.

Hasina put emphasis 
on the immediate 
implementation of the 
new plan. “If this plan for 
the hospital can be started 
soon, it will set an example 
in healthcare services,” she 

said.
The PM asked the 

physicians and medical 
experts to pay attention to 
medical science research, 
as the number of such 
studies is still low in 
Bangladesh.
MUJIBPEDIA LAUNCHED

The PM also unveiled the 
cover of the “Mujibpedia”, 
an encyclopedia on Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
yesterday.

The launching ceremony 
was held at the Prime 
Minister’s Office.

It contains accurate 
information about 
Bangabandhu’s political 

and working life and the 
chronology of his long 
struggle.

The PM revised and 
edited the entries related 
to Bangabandhu’s family 
that has been included in 
Mujibpedia.

The book has been 
published by History 
and Culture Circle 
Bangladesh Limited with 
Agami Prakashani as the 
distributor. 

It contains 591 entries 
and about 750 historical 
photographs. Some 97 
writers, researchers, 
historians and journalists 
have contributed to the 
book.
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Thai Airways double 
daily flight from July 16
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thai Airways will operate two flights daily on Dhaka-
Bangkok-Dhaka route from July 16. 
This was announced in the event of “Thai Agent 
Networking” yesterday at a Dhaka hotel.

Ahmed Yusuf Walid, managing director, Air Galaxy, 
GSA, Thai Airways International PCL, said, the airlines 
now operate a Bangkok-Dhaka flight (TG321) in the 
morning arriving at 12:10pm (local time), while Dhaka-
Bangkok flight TG322 depart at 01:35pm. This flight is 
a modern wide body aircraft Boeing 787 Dreamliner or 
Boeing 772 with 30 business class and 262 economy 
class seats. 

Another flight TG339 will arrive at Dhaka at 01:25am 
(local time) while Dhaka-Bangkok flight TG340 will 
depart at 02:45am for Bangkok.
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Though the culvert is submerged due to rise in water level, these two boys turn it 
into a diving platform to take a dip into the cool waters. The photo was taken in 
Borni area of Sylhet’s Companiganj. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR
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