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A new journey to 
restore democracy
Fakhrul on one-point demand
UNB, Sylhet

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
yesterday said their party is going to start a new 
journey for the restoration of democracy by holding 
a public rally in Dhaka on Wednesday. 

Speaking at a “youth rally” in Sylhet, he said the 
next national polls must be held under a non-party 
neutral caretaker government.

“There’ll be a rally in Dhaka on July 12 from 
where a new declaration will come. Through that 
declaration, a new journey to restore democracy will 
begin,” he said. 

In recent weeks, BNP has been talking about 
the final phase of their movement to topple the 
government, which will be centred on a single 
demand: resignation of the AL government. 

Amid chaos, Gono Odhikar
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founding members, 
including joint conveners 
Faruk Hasan and Hasan Al 
Mamun, have announced 
their intention to boycott 
the council. Party sources 
further revealed that three 
other joint conveners and 
several member secretaries 

are also expected to boycott 
the council.
NUR FOR PARTY 
PRESIDENT?
According to party sources, 
three including Nur 
are vying for president 
position, while Rashed 
Khan, a joint convener of 
the party, and three others 

will compete for the general 
secretary post.

A total of 216 councillors 
including 121 members 
of the central executive 
committee, conveners and 
member secretaries of the 
district committees will vote 
in the council session to elect 
the party’s new leadership.

SC to hear Dr Yunus 
FROM PAGE 5

imposing tax on the 
money gifted by Yunus to 
his three charitable trusts 
is legal.

The HC verdict means 
that Yunus will have to pay 
around Tk 12 crore as tax 
on the money he donated 
to his trusts, Attorney 

General AM Amin Uddin 
told reporters on that day.

He said around Tk 15 
crore tax was imposed 
on the donated money in 
different years and Prof 
Yunus has deposited 
over Tk 3 crore to the 
office concerned before 
challenging the decisions.

75,000 trees lost
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Visiting the Gangamati 
forest reserves and the 
beach recently, this 
correspondent witnessed a 
heart-wrenching scenario.

Thousands of uprooted 
trees, particularly Kewra 
plants, were left stranded 
across a two-km stretch 
from the beach all the way 
to the reserves, making 
it difficult for tourists to 
navigate.

“About a decade ago, 
the beach was surrounded 
by mangrove trees, half 
of which seem to have 
disappeared now,” said 
Mezbah Uddin, member 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Paribesh Andolan’s 
Kalapara regional branch.

While the accumulated 
saltwater left behind by 
the tidal surges causes 
the mangroves to die 
as they cannot breathe, 
illegal encroachments 
for the construction of 
brick kilns, unplanned 
soil excavation for 
embankments, and fish 
enclosures further plague 
the reserves, he added.

Vast forest tracts in 
Kuakata zero-point, Kawar 
Char, Gangamoti, Jatiya 
Udyan, Lembur Char, and 
Khajura are being lost to 
erosion, informed Shofiqul 
Islam, forest officer of the 
division.

The same number of 
trees that are lost each year 
are being planted as part of 
regeneration and planting 
initiatives, he said.

The forest department 
has initiated a project 
named Biodiversity 
Conservation and Eco-
tourism Development in 
collaboration with the 
Water Development Board 
and Jica to safeguard the 
reserves, he added. 

What should I do
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Kajli said, “My husband 
went out of home in the 
morning. I talked to him 
around 8:00pm and asked 
when he would return 
home.”

“My husband replied 
that he was in some trouble 
and would be late. Hearing 
the surrounding noise 
over the phone, I could 
sense that he was inside a 
factory,” she said.

“After an hour, one of 
my husband’s colleagues 
called me over the phone 
and said he fell sick and 
was taken to a hospital. 
Around three hours later, 
my son went to the Gazipur 
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad 
Medical College Hospital 
and saw my husband’s 
body,” she added.

“The factory owner has 
killed my husband. I want 
justice,” alleged Kajli.

“My future has become 
uncertain after my father’s 
death. How will I continue 

my studies?” asked Apu, 
Shahidul’s firstborn.

Contacted, worker 
leader Kalpana said their 
federation will financially 
assist Shahidul’s family.

She expressed 
dissatisfaction over the 
role of law enforcers 
alleging that police are not 
serious about arresting the 
criminals.

Officer-in-Charge of 
Tongi West Police Station 
Shah Alam denied the 
allegations and said police 
have already arrested two of 
the accused and drives are 
underway  to arrest the rest.

Replying to a question, 
the OC said the  factory 
owner is not an accused in 
the case. 

“Nevertheless, police are 
investigating whether there 
was any involvement of 
the factory owner with the 
killing,” he said. 

Gazipur Industrial Police 
is now investigating the 
case, added the OC.

Probe graft allegation against
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by BFF’s senior vice-
president and finance 
committee chairman 
Abdus Salam Murshedy.

The HC on May 
15 ordered the ACC, 
Financial Intelligence 
Unit, Bangladesh Bank, 

National Board of 
Revenue and the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports to 
conduct enquiry into the 
allegations of corruption, 
money laundering and 
embezzlement allegedly 
raised against the officials 
concerned of BFF and to 

submit the probe reports in 
four months.

The HC also issued a rule 
asking the respondents to 
explain why their inaction 
to conduct the enquiry 
into these allegations 
should not be declared 
illegal.

Two to die
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Abul Hossain’s body was 
found in a manhole.

Mustafizur and Anwar 
were arrested in connection 
with the murder but they 
went into hiding after 
securing bail. A case was 
filed in this connection 
and police submitted 
chargesheet against 
Mustafizur and Anwar on 
November 11, 2001.

After examining the 
records and witnesses, 
Dhaka Speedy Trial 
Tribunal-2 M Ali Ahmed 
handed down the 
punishment.

OCEAN STUDIES

MoU signed 
on scientific 
cooperation
STAR REPORT

Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Maritime 
University, Bangladesh 
(BSMRMU) and CSIR-
National Institute of 
Oceanography, Goa, 
India (CSIR-NIO) have 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on 
Scientific Cooperation in 
Ocean Sciences.

Rear Admiral 
Mohammad Musa, vice-
chancellor of BSMRMU; 
and Prof Sunil Kumar 
Singh, director of CSIR-
NIO, signed the MoU in 
India on July 7, said a press 
release.

The MoU will establish 
a framework for activities 
in the area of ocean 
sciences, which in turn, will 
contribute to advancement 
of research and 
development for the benefit 
of society at large and the 
outputs will contribute 
towards the blue economy 
mission between both the 
countries.

BNP has secret ties
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such a sensitive issue 
without any evidence. 

He said Fakhrul’s 
concocted statement 
is nothing but the 
continuation of their 
ongoing propaganda and 
rumour. 

Fakhrul has been 
involved in conspiratorial 
activities aiming to 
influence the country’s 
people and foreigners 
with false and fabricated 
information, he added.

Quader said the 
government agencies are 
always active to suppress 
anti-state subversive 
activities and ensure peace 
and law and order, while 

the government shows 
respect to all rights of the 
people as per the country’s 
constitution. 

He said AL has 
established the voting 
rights of people through a 
long struggle. 

The ruling party 
came to power with 
people’s mandate and 
this constitutional and 
democratic process would 
continue in the future too, 
he added. 

“We urge BNP leaders 
to shun their anti-election 
stance and participate in 
the upcoming national 
elections and focus on 
democratic politics,” he 
said.

No one can
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Hasina said the government 
has been able to develop 
Bangladesh by working 
accordingly in the last 14 
years. “We’ve been able 
to bring change in every 
sector,” she said.

The PM asked them 
to utilise the scope 
of flourishing their 
knowledge in the age of 
science and technology.

Hasina stressed the 
need for considering the 
geographic position, 
climate, mindset of people, 
their overall condition and 
natural resources of the 
country while preparing 
development plans.

The Prime Minister’s 
Fellowship was introduced 
in 2018.
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Mozibur 
Rahman’s 
first death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
first death 
anniversary 
of Mozibur 
R a h m a n , 
father of  
MA Baki, 
member of Jatiya Press 
Club and Dhaka Reporters 
Unity, said a press release.

On this day in 2022, 
Mozibur Rahman passed 
away at his residence in the 
capital’s Moghbazar.

He had been paralysed 
for 10 years. 

He was buried at 
Azimpur graveyard.

Mozibur Rahman left 
behind his two sons, two 
daughters, grandchildren, 
and a host of relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn his 
death. 

His family requested all 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.

Universal College Bangladesh (UCB), an exclusive partner of Monash College, Australia in Bangladesh, hosted 
the Monash College Graduation Convocation 2023 on Saturday. Seventy-six students across the different 
programmes offered by Monash College graduated at an event held at a city hotel. Kate Sangster, acting deputy 
high commissioner of the Australian High Commission, joined the event as chief guest. Bob Kundanmal, chairman 
of STS Group; Zarif Munir, director and member of the board, UCB; and Prof Muhammad Ismail Hossain, dean of 
Academic Affairs, UCB, attended the event, with the graduating students, other high officials and guests.
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505 arrested
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filed 10 cases and arrested 
51.

Motijheel division 
arrested 44 people in 15 
cases. 

The number of cases 
filed by Wari division was 13 
and that of arrests was 27.

Some 11 people in seven 
cases were arrested by 
Gulshan division.

The drives were initiated 
by the law enforcers last 
week following the death of 
constable Moniruzzaman 
Talukder. 

He was stabbed by 
muggers in the capital’s 
Farmgate following Eid 
holidays while returning 
from his ancestral home in 
Sherpur.


