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Two siblings sent to jail over rape
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Court, is pressuring the 
victim’s family members to 
withdraw the cases, alleged 
locals.

Meanwhile, a Feni court 
on Friday sent a Jubo 
League leader to jail in a 
rape case.

The accused -- Hanif 

Raju, 30 -- is general 
secretary of Dhalia union 
unit of Jubo League in 
Sadar upazila.

A woman filed the case 
against Hanif on May 28. 
In the case statement, she 
said Hanif raped her three 
days earlier, said Feni Sadar 
Model Police Station OC 

Md Mahfujur Rahman.
Hanif was arrested on 

Thursday. A day later, he 
was produced before a 
court that sent him to jail, 
the OC added.

[Our correspondents 
from Noakhali, Tangail 
and Feni contributed to the 
report]

Some Nur loyalists switching
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Kibria from his position as 
convener. 

However, this decision 
has been met with 
controversy as some 
prominent members of the 
party’s central committee 
held a press conference last 
Thursday, claiming that 
Kibria’s removal was illegal 
and violated the party’s 
charter. 

The press conference was 
attended by joint conveners 
Faruk Hasan, Mia 
Mashiuzzaman, Saddam 
Hossain, Zakaria Palash, 
as well as joint member 
secretaries Mohammad 
Ataullah, Tariq Rahman, 
Abul Kalam Azad, Abu 
Saeed, and other leaders 
who have been associated 
with the party since its 
inception. 

These leaders alleged 
that the signatures of 

the central committee 
members were forged to 
justify Kibria’s removal. 

However, Nur denied 
these allegations and 
defended the decision, 
claiming that it was made 
in accordance with the 
party’s charter and without 
any coercion.
ANGER OVER MEETING 

WITH SAFADI

Many leaders and activists 
within the party have 
expressed their anger 
towards Nur following 
reports of his meeting with 
Safadi. 

According to 
allegations, Nur admitted 
to the meeting during a 
gathering on the roof of 
Kibria’s house on June 18. 

However, Nur denied the 
claims.
‘UNDEMOCRATIC’ 

BEHAVIOUR

On July 19, 2021, Nur 

announced the formation 
of the Prabashi Odhikar 
Parishad committee, 
which bore only his single 
signature. 

In response, another 
faction of the party 
promptly announced a 
counter-committee on the 
same day. 

Critics of Nur claimed 
that he made unilateral 
decisions within the party 
and formed committees, 
including the district unit 
committees, by selecting 
individuals of his preference. 

When approached for 
comment, Nur said, “These 
allegations are being raised 
against me after Reza 
Kibria was removed from 
his post. There has been an 
attempt to split the party.” 

Nur further reiterated 
that the council meeting 
would proceed as 
scheduled.

Govt hacking
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“This can’t happen in 
any democratic county...
my privacy, politics, and 
democracy are my rights,” 
Fakhrul said

National People’s 
Party (NPP) arranged the 
programme at Dhaka 
Reporters’ Unity (DRU) 
marking its 16th founding 
anniversary.

Fakhrul alleged that the 
government has started 
implementing its various 
plots by using the state 
machinery as it did in the 
past. 

The law and the home 
ministries have sent letters 
to police and judges to 
ensure prompt trials of the 
political cases filed since 
2013 and dispose of those 
by two months, Fakhrul 
alleged.

The BNP leader said 
there is no point in making 
any compromise with the 
current government as it 
will again fool people.

“There can be some 
discussions as per the 
democratic norms, but 
with whom will we discuss? 
The government doesn’t 
believe in democracy 
and the rights of others,” 
Fakhrul added.

He said most of the 
democratic political parties 
are now united in one thing, 
that the next election must 
be held under a non-party 
neutral government and 
the current regime must 
quit. 

Children, elderly the worst
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Gazipur stands out as the 
most polluted district 
among all 64 districts in 
the country.

In his address as the 
chief guest at the event, 
Liberation War Affairs 
Minister AKM Mozzammel 
Haque acknowledged the 
aforementioned facts.

The minister 
highlighting the significant 
concerns of plastic usage 
and ETPs in relation to air 
pollution and  expressed 
the government’s 
commitment to addressing 
these issues.

“We are also 
implementing regulations 
to address the issue of faulty 
vehicles and ensure that 
only roadworthy vehicles, 
which do not contribute to 

air pollution, are allowed on 
the roads,” he said.

Mozzammel added 
that efforts are on to 
minimise air pollution by 
taking measures including 
shutting down the brick 
kilns.

Hasan Yusuf Khan, 
general secretary of 
Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolan in Gazipur 
chapter, said the 
government has failed to 
grasp the consequences of 
air pollution.

Advocate Anwar 
Sadat Sarkar, president 
of Gazipur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries, 
stressed the importance of 
establishing an economic 
zone in Gazipur. 

He also said all scattered 
industries should be 

consolidated into a 
centralised location. 

According to him, 
this step would lead to a 
significant reduction in air 
pollution.

Presiding over the event, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Anisur Rahman of Gazipur 
urged everyone to work 
together to effectively 
tackle the issue of air 
pollution.

Among others, Naznin 
Munni, assignment editor 
at DBC News, Nazmus 
Sakib Khan, additional 
superintendent of police 
(traffic), Gazipur, and 
Md Nayan Miah, deputy 
director of Gazipur 
district Department of 
Environment office, spoke 
at the event.

Postgraduate
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services, particularly at 
a time when there is a 
dengue surge in the city,” 
Brig Gen Dr Nazmul Islam, 
director of the DMCH, told 
The Daily Star.

He said they have 
informed the high-ups 
in the ministry of health 
and family welfare about 
the situation. “They are 
concerned about the issue,” 
he said.

Agitating doctors, 
meanwhile, said they have 
no choice but to live a 
miserable life with the poor 
amount of allowances.

They started their 
demonstration from last 
month to press home their 
demand which also includes 
the payment of the arrears.

In response, the 
government has released a 
fund to pay the arrears to the 
authorities of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University (BSMMU) before 
Eid-ul-Azha.

Currently, the BSMMU 
authorities supervise the 
payment of the stipend on 
behalf of the government.

Earlier, BSMMU Vice 
Chancellor Prof Sharfuddin 
Ahmed informed that 
they have proposed the 
health ministry to allocate 
the fund to the respective 
institutions where the 
trainee doctors study.

Meanwhile, the 
postgraduate trainee private 
doctors in Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital 
went on work stoppage 
since yesterday morning 
as part of the centrally 
declared programme to 
press home their demands.

Saving whatever that is left
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Matubbar’s Dangi village, 
said, “Within three days, 
two acres of my crop land 
and my homestead were 
washed away. The erosion 
began on June 26 and 
escalated on June 30. 
Although the situation is 
comparatively better now, 
it might deteriorate again 
when the water level of the 
river rises.”

This correspondent 
also saw Josna Begum, 35, 
harvesting sesame seeds 
from a field with her two 
sons.

 “The Padma has taken 
away my home, and now the 
land is also being devoured. 
We are doing our best to 
salvage as many seeds as 
possible,” she said.

Chan Mia, a 36-year-old 
farmer from the region, 
lamented the loss of 
his homes last year and 
expressed his anguish as 
the river erosion swept 

away his croplands this 
year.

Ansaw Mollah, a 
65-year-old resident of the 
affected area, shared, “We 
were unable to enjoy Eid 
since we had to relocate 
our houses to a safer place 
on that day.”

Sukanto Ghosh, 
headteacher of Char 
Tepurakandi Government 
Primary School, said they 
have informed the deputy 
commissioner and UNO of 
Sadar upazila regarding the 
dire situation caused by the 
river erosion.

Mofajjel Hossain, 
chairman of North 
Channel Union Parishad, 
said, “None of the affected 
individuals have received 
any form of relief. We are 
currently compiling a list 
of affected families.”

Partho Protim Saha, 
executive engineer of 
Faridpur WDB, said, “We 
have already initiated 

the placement of geo 
sandbags in the affected 
area. This work is currently 
underway across a 
153-metre section, divided 
into two packages.”

As of July 6, a total of 
6,209 geo bags filled with 
250kg sand and 1,343 geo 
bags filled with 175kg sand 
have been successfully 
deployed. The installation 
process involves a total of 
11,034 geo bags for the two 
packages, he added.
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Zebunnessa 
Salimullah 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Zebunnessa 
Salimullah, 
wife of 
f r e e d o m 
f i g h t e r 
S h a h e e d 
Salimullah, 
passed away at a private 
hospital in the capital 
yesterday. She was 96.

She is survived by 
seven children, including 
cultural personalities Sadi 
Mohammad and Shibli 
Mohammad.

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held today after the Asr 
prayers at Mohammadpur 
graveyard.

In 1971, Salimullah was 
killed by the Pakistan army. 
At that time, Zebunnessa 
jumped from the roof of 
her house on Taj Mahal 
Road in Mohammadpur, to 
escape from the invading 
forces on that fateful night 
of March 26.

From that day, both of 
her legs had been rendered 
unusable. For a long time, 
she was dependent on 
crutches, and spent the last 
15 years on a wheelchair, in 
the same house.

However, for the past few 
days, she was suffering from 
multiple health issues.

Elephant calf
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as critically endangered 
in the IUCN list due to its 
dwindling population.

According to the 
Department of Wildlife 
Management and Nature 
Conservation, at least seven 
elephants died last year 
across Chattogram and 
Cox’s Bazar.

DNCC launches month-long
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will visit any place at any 
time to catch the offenders 
and punish them.”

While visiting some 
multi-storeyed buildings 
in Mohammadpur’s Japan 
Garden City, the mayor 
observed numerous 
Aedes larvae in stagnant 
waters accumulated in its 

basements and mosquitoes 
flying in the area.

Addressing this issue, he 
said, DNCC staff would not 
be responsible for cleaning 
stagnant water inside 
buildings as they are not 
permitted to enter such 
premises. 

Many owners even stop 
them from entering their 

properties, he added.
“Despite being actively 

engaged in efforts to 
control mosquito breeding 
long before the monsoon 
season, the problem still 
remains. The corporation 
alone cannot fight this 
problem. They need 
cooperation and help from 
residents,’ he said.

Prof Roshan 
Jahan no more
STAR REPORT

Dr Rowshan 
J a h a n , 
retired chair, 
Department 
o f 
Psychology 
at Dhaka 
University, passed away on 
July 4 at United Hospital. 
She was 82, said a press 
release.

Rowshan Jahan was born 
on September 7, 1941 in 
Kolkata. She was a graduate 
of Dhaka University and 
obtained her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in 
Psychology in mid 1960s. 
She then went on to pursue 
another Master’s of Science 
in Industrial Psychology 
from the University of Hull, 
England and then obtained 
her PhD from DU.

Dr Rowshan Jahan is 
survived by three sons, 
all residing in the USA, a 
granddaughter and three 
grandsons.   She was buried 
at Banani graveyard on July 
7 after completion of her 
namaz-e-janaza at Banani 
Mosque.

WHEN TRADITIONS LIVE ON... In this era of modern machineries and technology, 
where farmers mostly opt to plough the soil with tractors, 60-year-old Zafor Mridha 
still prefers his wooden plough and cattle to prepare his field in Jhalakathi’s 
Koyagram area to plant Aman seedlings. The photo was taken yesterday. 
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